





THE CHARTER
" of the

CITY OF RIVERSIDE

Editor's Note: The Charter was ratified by the
qualified electors of the City at an election held
on November 3, 1981, and filed in the Office of the
Secretary of State on November 17, 1981. Under
present state law, November 17, 1981, is therefore
the effective date of the Charter.

Amendments to Sections 405, 702, 705 and 712 were
ratified by the qualified electors of the City at an
election held on November &4, 1986, and filed in the
Office of the Secretary of State on December 11,
1986. Under present state law, December 11, 1986,
is therefore the effective date of these amendments.

Catchlines have been rewritten by the City to
bring out more clearly the contents of various Sec-
tions of the Charter. A frontal analysis consisting
of a numerical 1listing of the catchlines has been
added. The original numbering has not been
changed. A uniform system of capitalization has
been employed.
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THE CHARTER
of the
CITY OF RIVERSIDE

ARTICLE 1. INCORPORATION AND SUCCESSION.
100. Name and boundaries.
101.  Succession to rights and liabilities.
102. Continuance of ordinances, rules and regulations.
103. Continuance of present officers and employeses.
104. Effective date of Charter.

ARTICLE II. POWERS OF CITY.
200. Generally.

ARTICLE III. FORM OF GOVERNMENT.
300. Designated.

ARTICLE IV. CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR.

400. Enumerated; number, term and manner of election;
wards.

401. Eligibility to hold the office: member of the city
council; mayor.

402. Wards established.

403. Compensation.

404. Vacancies.

405. Duties of mayor: mayor pro tem.

406. City powers vested in council ; exceptions.

407. Interference in administrative service.

408. Meetings.

409. Same—Location.

410. Same—Quorum; proceedings.

411. Same-—Citizen participation.

412. Powers of council and mayor; additional.

413. Adoption of ordinances and resolutions.
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414.
415.
416.
417.
418.
419.
420.

500.

501.
502.

503.

600.

601.
602.
603.
604.
605.
606.
607.
608.

609.
610.
611.

RIVERSIDE CITY

Publication of ordinances.

Codification of ordinances; adoption by reference.
Effective date of ordinances. :
Violation of ordinances and penalty therefor.
Contracts—Restrictions on duration.
Same—Execution.

Council tie—Mayor’s vote.

ARTICLE V. CITY MANAGER.
Creation of office; appointment; tenure; eligibility
of elective officers.
Powers and duties.
Participation in meetings of council, boards and
commissions.
Manager pro tempore.

ARTICLE VI. OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

GENERALLY.
Appointment of city attorney and city clerk by
council ; tenure.
Organization of city operations and activities.
Eligibility , powers and duties of city attorney.
Powers and duties of city clerk.
Controller.
Treasurer.
Administering oaths.
Appointive powers of department heads.
Financial interest of city officers in contracts, sales,
etc.
Acceptance of another office by elective officer.
Nepotism,
Official bonds.
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§702.
§703.

§704.
5705 .
§706.

§707.
§708.

§709.
§710.
§711.
§712.

§800.

§900.

§1000.
§1001.
§1002.
§1003.

§1100.
§1101.
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COMMISSIONS.

In general.
Appropriations.

. Appointments; terms.

Terms of members of existing enumerated
boards and commissions.

Organization; meetings; subpoena power.
Compensation; vacancies.

Planning Commission--Established; composi-
tion; participation by City Engineer, City
Attorney and Planning Director.

Same—Powers and duties.

Personnel Board-—Composition; eligibility of
members to salaried position.

Same—Powers and duties.

Board of Library Trustees.

Park and Recreation Commission.

Mayor and Council Members Salary Commission.

ARTICLE VIII. PERSONNEL MERIT SYSTEM.

Generally.
ARTICLE IX. RETIREMENT.

Authority to continue under state system.
ARTICLE X. ELECTIONS.

General municipal electionms.

Special municipal elections.

Compliance with state law.

Initiative, referendum and recall.

ARTICLE XI. FISCAL ADMINISTRATION.
Fiscal year.

Budget—Submission to Council; notice of
public hearing.
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§1102.
§1103.

§1104.
§1105.
§1106.

§1107.

§1108.

§1109.
§1110.
§1111.
§1112.

§1113.
§1114.
§1115.

RLVEKSLUDE ULTY

Same~-Public hearing.

Same—Further consideration, revision and
adoption; availability to departments, etc.
Same--Appropriations; transfer of funds.
Centralized purchasing.

Tax limits; special levy for library pur-
poses.

Procedure for assessment, levy and collec-
tion of taxes.

General obligation bonded debt 1limit; vote
required for 1issuing general obligation
bonds; issuance of revenue bonds, notes and
other evidence of indebtedness.

Public works contracts.

Cash basis fund.

Capital outlays fund.

Presentation and approval of demands against
City; limitation upon presentation of claim
for damages.

Registering warrants.

Actions against City.

Independent audit.

ARTICLE XII. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.

§1200.
§1201.

§1202.
§1203.

§1204.
§1205.

§1300.

Created; management and control.

Board of Public Utilities——Composition;
applicability of Article VII of Charter.
Same—Powers and duties.

Purchases and expenditures generally; exemp-
tion from centralized purchasing system.

Use of revenue.

Sale of public utility.

ARTICLE XIII. FRANCHISES.

Requiring; granting generally; applicability
to City-owned utility. ;
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§ 1301. Resolution of intention to grant: notice and public
hearing.

§ 1302. Term of franchise.

$ 1303. Eminent domain.

ARTICLE XIV. MISCELLANEOUS.

1400. Definitions.

1401. Violations and penalty.

1402. Severability.

1403. Charter commission; requirement for.
1404. Charter; amending.
" 1405. Pending actions.

1406. Board of education—Membership.

1407. Same—Powers and duties.
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ARTICLE 1. INCORPORATION AND SUCCESSION.

Sec. 100. Name and boundaries.

The City of Riverside, hereinafter termed the city, shall con-
tinue to be a municipal corporation under its present name of
“City of Riverside.” The boundaries of the city shall be the
boundaries as established at the time this Charter takes effect,
or as such boundaries may be changed thereafter in the manner
authorized by law.

Editor’s Note: The Charter became effective on November 17, 1981,

Sec. 101. Succession to rights and liabilities.

The City of Riverside shall continue to own. possess and con-
trol all rights and property of every kind and nature owned,
possessed or'controlled by it at the time this Charter takes
effect and shall be subject to all its debts, obligations, liabilities
and contracts.
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Sec. 102. Continuance of ordinances, rules and regulations.

All lawful comprehensive codes, ordinances, resolutions, rules
and regulations, or portions thereof, in force at the time this
Charter takes effect, and not in conflict or inconsistent here-
with, are hereby centinued in force until the same shall have
been duly repealed, amended, changed or superseded by proper
authority.

Sec. 103." Continuance of present officers and employees.

The occupants of offices provided for in this Charter and
employees, at the time this Charter takes effect, shall continue
to perform the duties of their respective offices and employ-
ments without interruption and for the same compensations
and under the same conditions until the appointment or elec-
tion, and qualification, of their successors, but subject to the
provisions of this Charter.

Sec. 104. Effective date of Charter.
This Charter shall take effect upon its acceptance and filing
by the Secretary of State.

Editor’s Note: The Charter was filed with the Secretary of State on November 17,
1981. Under present state law, November 17, 1981, is therefore the effective date.

ARTICLE II. POWERS OF CITY.

Sec. 200. Generally.

The city shall have the power to make and enforce all laws
and regulations in respect to municipal affairs, subject only to
such restrictions and limitations as may be provided in this
Charter and in the Constitution of the State of California. It
shall also have the power to exercise, or act pursuant to any and
all rights, powers, privileges or procedures, heretofore or here-
after established, granted or prescribed by any law of the state,
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by this Charter, or by other lawful authority, or which a muni- -
cipal corporation might or could exercise, or act pursuant to,
under the Constitution of the State of California. The enumera-
tion in this Charter of any particular power shall not be held to
be exclusive of, or any limitation upon, the generality of the
foregoing provisions.

ARTICLE III. FORM OF GOVERNMENT.

Sec. 300. Designated.
The municipal government established by this Charter shall
be known as the “council-manager” form of government.

ARTICLE IV. CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR.

Sec. 400. Enumerated; number, term and manner of election;
wards.

(a) The elective officers of the city shall consist of a city
council of seven members, elected from wards, and a mayor
elected from the city at large, at the times and in the manner
provided in this Charter, who shall serve for a term of four
years and until their respective successors qualify. The terms of
all officials, so elected, shall be deemed to have commenced on
the first Tuesday, following the general municipal election.

(b) The members of the city council shall be elected by
wards by the registered voters of the respective wards only.
One member of the city council shall be elected by each ward,
and only the registered voters of each ward shall vote for the
member of the city council to be elected by that ward. In those
wards where there are more than two candidates, only a candi-
date receiving a majority of the total votes cast for the office
shall be declared elected.

Cc7 (Riverside 11-17-811
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(c) If in an election for a member of the city council for any
ward, or for the office of mayor, no candidate receives a major-
ity of the total votes cast for the office, the city council shall,
immediately upon the determination of that fact, call a special
election to be held not less than forty-five days nor more than
seventy days from the date of the general municipal election.
The two candidates receiving the highest number of votes for
the office in the general municipal election shall be declared
the candidates for the special election.

(d) Elected officials shall take office on the first Tuesday
following their election.

(e) The qualifications of candidates and electors and the pro-
cedure governing general municipal elections shall apply to any
special election called pursuant to this section and the notice of
election shall be published at least thirty days prior to the date
of such special election.

Sec. 401. Eligibility to hold the office: member of the city
council ; mayor.

(a) A person is not eligible to hold the office of a member of
the city council of the City of Riverside unless such person is a
qualified elector within the territory comprising the ward by
which such person is elected or for which such person is ap-
pointed at the time of such election or appointment and conti-
nues to be a qualified elector of said ward.

If the residence of any member of the city council is changed
to a place outside the boundaries of the ward from which such
member was elected or for which such member was appointed,
the office of such member shall become vacant. The existence
of the vacancy shall be declared and filled as provided by
Section 404 of this Charter.

(b) A person is not eligible to hold the office of mayor
unless such person is a qualified elector of the city at the time
of such election or appointment and continues to be a qualified

wlantme A tha At
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If the residence of the mayor changes to a place outside the
boundaries of the city, the office of the mayor shall become
vacant. The existence of the vacancy shall be declared and filled
as provided by Section 404 of this Charter.

Sec. 402. Wards established.

The City of Riverside is hereby and by ordinance shall be
divided into seven wards, designated as First Ward. Second
Ward, Third Ward, Fourth Ward, Fifth Ward, Sixth Ward, and
Seventh Ward.

The boundaries of wards shall be reviewed at least every ten
years upon the completion of the federal decennial census or
more frequently as may be determined necessary upon receipt
of official census data; and the boundaries of such wards shall
be adjusted by the city council as necessary to provide for sub-
stantially equal numbers of residents in each ward. Such bound-
ary adjustment during a councilmember’s term shall not result
in disqualification for membership on the council during such
term.

Sec. 403, Compensation.

The members of the city council shall receive compensation
for their services as such, and in addition shall receive reim-
bursement for their necessary expenses on order of the city
council for council-authorized traveling and other expenses
when on official duty. Each member shall receive as compen-
sation such amount as may be fixed by ordinance, after a
noticed, public hearing, notice of which has been given by
publication at least fifteen days prior to such hearing.

The ma'yor shall receive compensation for services in such
amount and' at such stated times as shall be prescribed by
ordinance.

Five affirmative votes of the city council are necessary
to establish a level of compensation for the city council and the
mayor.

Cco9 (Riverside 11-17-81)
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Once a level of compensation for city council members and
the mayor is established. such level will not be permitted to
change automatically by linking such compensation to an
external factor; every change in such compensation must be
approved by five affirmative votes of the city council.

Sec. 404. Vacancies.

A vacancy in an elective office, from whatever cause arising,
except in the event of a successful recall, shall be filled by
appointment by the city council, such appointee to hold office
until the first Tuesday following the next general municipal
election and until his successor qualifies. At the next general
municipal election following any vacancy, a successor shall be
elected to serve for the remainder of any unexpired term.

If a member of the city council or the mayor is absent from
three consecutive regular meetings of the city council, unless
by permission of the city council expressed in its official
minutes, or is convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude,
the office of such person shall become vacant.

The city council shall declare the existence of any vacancy.
In the event it shall fail to fill a vacancy by appointment within
sixty days after such office shall have been so declared vacant,
it shall cause an election to be held forthwith to fill such
vacancy.

Sec. 405. Duties of mayor; mayor pro tem.

The mayor shall be the presiding officer at all meetings of the
city council and shall have a voice in all its proceedings but shall
not vote except to break a city council tie-vote which exists
for any cause. The mayor shall be the official head of the city
for all ceremonial purposes. The mayor shall have the primary
but not exclusive responsibility for interpreting the policies.
programs and needs of the city government to the people. and
of informing the people of any major change in policy or
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program. The Mayor shall advise the City Council on
all matters of policy and public relations and per-
form such other duties as may be prescribed by this
Charter. During the months of January or February,
the Mayor shall deliver a State of the City message
at any location within the City that the Mayor deenms
appropriate at which the Mayor will present the
Mayor's programs, objectives and priorities.

The City Council shall designate one of its mem-
bers as Mayor Pro Tempore, who shall serve in such
capacity at the pleasure of the City Council. 1In
the absence of the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tempore
shall assume the duties of the Mayor. The Mayor Pro
Tempore shall conduct the Council meetings and shall
vote only as a member of the Council, not as Mayor
Pro Tempore. In the event of a tie vote, the Mayor
Pro Tempore shall not have a tie-breaking vote and
Council vote shall be recorded as a negative or
"nay” vote. With regards to the veto power, the
Mayor Pro Tempore shall not have the power to veto
acts of the City Council.

Sec. 406. City powers vested in Council; exceptionms.
" All powers of the City shall be vested in the City
Council except as otherwise provided in this Charter.

Sec. 407. Interference in administrative service.

Neither the Mayor nor the City Council nor any of
its members shall interfere with the execution by
the City Manager of his powers and duties, or order,
directly or indirectly, the appointment by the City
Manager or by any of the department heads in the ad-
ministrative service of the City, of any person to
an office or employment or their removal herefrom.
Except for the purpose of inquiry, the Mayor, the
City Council and its members shall deal with the ad-
ministrative service under the City Manager solely
through the City Manager and neither the Mayor nor
the City Council nor any member thereof shall give
orders to any subordinates of the City Manager, ei-
ther publicly or privately.
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Sec. 408. Meetings.

The City Council shall hold regular meetings at
least twice each month at such times as it shall fix
by ordinance or resolution and may adjourn or read-
journ any regular meeting to a date and hour certain
which shall be specified in the order of ad journment
and when so adjourned each adjourned meeting shall
be a regular meeting for all purposes. If the hour
to which a meeting is adjourned is not stated in the
order of adjournment such meeting shall be held at
the hour for holding regular meetings. If at any
time any regular meeting falls on a holiday such
regular meeting shall be held on the next business
day.

Special meetings may be called in accordance with
state law. i

Meetings of City Council-appointed standing Coun-
cil committees, regardless of the number of City
Council Members who might be on such committees,
shall be open to the public and the time and place
of such meetings shall be publicly announced at the
City Council meetings prior to such committee meet-
ings.

Sec. 409. Same—Location.

All meetings shall be held in the Council Chambers
of the City Hall, or in such place to which any such
meeting may be adjourned, and shall be open to the
public. If, by reason of fire, flood or other emer-
gency, it shall be unsafe to meet in the place des-
ignated, the meetings may be held for the duration
of the emergency at .such place as is designated by
the Mayor, or, if he should fail to act, by four
Members of the City Council.

Sec. 410. Same-—Quorum; proceedings.

A majority of the Members of the .City Couneil
shall constitute a quorum to do business but a
lesser number may adjourn from time to time. In the
absence of all the Members of the City Council from
any regular meeting or adjourned regular meeting,
the City Clerk may declare the same adjourned to a
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stated day and hour. Notice of a meeting adjourned by less
than a quorum or by the clerk shall be given in the manner
provided by state law.

Sec. 411. Same-Citizen participation.
Each citizen shall have the right, personally or through
counsei, to present comments at any regular meeting of the

council, or a council standing committee, or offer sug-
gestions with respect to municipal affairs.

Sec. 412. Powers of council and mayor; additional.

The city council shall judge the qualifications of its mem-
bers as set forth by the Charter. It shall judge all election
returns. It may establish, and uniformly apply rules for the
conduct of its proceedings and evict any member or other per-
son for disorderly conduct at any of its meetings.

The mayor and each member of the city council shall have
the power to administer oaths and affirmations in any investi-
gation or proceeding pending before the city council. The city
council shall have the power and authority to compel the
attendance of witnesses, to examine them under oath and to
compel the production of evidence before it. Subpoenas shail
be issued in the name of the city and be attested by the city
clerk. Disobedience of such subpoenas, or the refusal to testify
(upon other than constitutional grounds), shall constitute a -
misdemeanor, and shall be punishable in the same manner
violations of this Charter are punishabie. '

All votes of the city council shall be by recorded call vote
and entered in the minutes of the meeting.

Sec.413. Adoption of ordinances and resolutions.

With the sole exception of ordinances which take effect upon
adoption, referred to in this Article, no ordinance shall be
adopted by the city council on the day of its introduction, nor

Cl13 (Riverside 11-17-81)
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within five days thereafter nor at any time other than at a
regular or adjourned regular meeting. At the time of its intro-
duction an ordinance shall become a part of the proceedings of
such meeting in the custody of the city clerk. At the time of
adoption of an ordinance or resolution it shall be read in full,
unless after the reading of the title thereof, the further reading
thereof is waived by unanimous consent of the council members
present. In the event that any ordinance is altered after its
introduction, the same shall not be finally adopted except at a
regular or adjourned regular meeting held not less than five
days after the date upon which such ordinance was so altered.
The correction of typographical or clerical errors shall not
constitute the making of an alteration within the meaning
of the foregoing sentence.

Unless a higher vote is required by other provisions of this
Charter, the affirmative votes of at least four members of the
city council shall be required for the adoption of any ordi-
nance or resolution, or for the making or approving of any
order for the payment of money. No order for the payment of
money shall be adopted or made at any other than a regular
or adjourned regular meeting.

Any ordinance declared by the city council to be necessary
as an emergency measure for preserving the public peace, heaith
or safety, and containing a statement of the reasons for its
urgency, may be introduced and adopted at one and the same
meeting if passed by at least five affirmative votes.

At any time before the adjournment of a meeting, the mayor
may, by public declaration spread upon the minutes of the
meeting, veto any formal action taken by vote of the city coun-
cil including any ordinance or resolution. except an emergency
ordinance, the annuual budget or an ordinance proposed by
initiative petition. Thercupon, pending the vote to override
the veto as herein provided. such ordinance, resolution or
action shall be deemed neither approved nor adopted. The

(Riverside 11-17-81) Cl4
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mayor shall, no more than twenty days following the veto,
provide to council members, in writing, reasons for the mayor’s
veto. If the mayor fails to provide a written veto message within
the time alloted, the original action of the council shall stand.
At any regular or adjourned meeting held not less than thirty
days, nor more than sixty days after veto the city council
shall reconsider such ordinance, resolution or action and vote
on the question of overriding the veto. Five affirmative votes
shall be required for its adoption or approval. The mayor shalil
have no right to veto the veto override of any ordinance, reso-
lution or action.

All ordinances and resolutions shall be signed by the mayor
and attested by the city clerk. °

Sec. 414. Publication of ordinances.

The city clerk shall cause to be published at least once in a
newspaper of general circulation within fifteen days after its
adoption the number, a title, a brief synopsis of the content
of each ordinance and the statement that a full copy of the
ordinance is availabile in the office of the city cierk.

Sec. 415. Codification of ordinances; adoption by reference.
Any or all ordinances of the city which have been enacted
and published in the manner required at the time of their adop-
tion, and which have not been repealed, may be compiled, con-
solidated, revised, indexed and arranged in a comprehensive
ordinance code, and such code may be adopted by reference,
with the same effect as an ordinance, by the passage of an
ordinance for such purpose. Such code need not be published
in the manner required for other ordinances, but not less than
three copies thereof shall be filed for use and examination by
the public in the office of the city clerk prior to the adoption
thereof. Ordinances codified in a separate action from their
adoption shall be repealed as of the effective date of their

Cl1s (Riverside 11-17-81)
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inclusion in the code. Amendments to the code shall be enacted
in the same manner as ordinances.

Detailed regulations pertaining to the construction of build-
ings, plumbing and wiring, when arranged as a comprehensive
code, may likewise be adopted by reference in the manner
provided in this section. Maps, charts and diagrams also may be
adopted by reference in the same manner.

Sec. 416. Effective date of ordinances.

No ordinance shall become effective until thirty days from
and after the date of its adoption, except the following, which
shall take effect upon adoption:

(a) An ordinance calling or otherwise relating to an election.

(b) An ordinance adopted under some law or procedural
ordinance providing for a different effective date.

(c) An cidinance declaring the amount of money necessary
to be raised by taxation, or fixing the rate of taxation, or levy-
ing the annual tax upon property.

(d) An emergency ordinance adopted in the manner pro-
vided for in this Article.

Sec. 417. Violation of ordinances and penaity therefor.

A violation of any city ordinance shall constitute a misde-
meanor unless by ordinance it is made an infraction, and may
be prosecuted in the name of the People of the State of Cali-
fornia or may be redressed by civil action. The maximum fine
or penalty for any violation of a city ordinance shall be the sum
of one thousand dollars, or a term of imprisonment for a period
not exceeding six months, or both such fine and imprisonment.

Sec. 418. Contracts—Restrictions on duration.

The city council shall not have the power to make or autho-
rize any contract or lease or extension thereof for a longer
period than shall be provided by the laws of the State of

(Riverside 11-17-81) Clé6
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Ca.hfom.m with respect to general law cities unless said contract,
lease or extension be approved by a majority of the qualified
electors of the city voting on such question at any election. A
contract, lease or extension for a longer period shall be valid
without such approval if it provides for the right of acquisition
by the city at the end of such period of the real or personal
property leased or contracted for. This section shall not apply
to airports or to any franchise granted pursuant to the pro-
vmomofthnaxmortomymm for the furnigshing,
or acquisition of the products, commodity or services of any
public utility.

Sec. 419. Same-—Execution. .

" “The city shall not be bound by any contract except as herein-
after provided uniess the same shall be made in writing, ap-
proved by the city council and signed on behalf of the city by
the mayor and city clerk or by such other officer or officers as
shall be designated by the city council. Any of said officers shall
asnamm:tonbehﬂfofthnatywhendinctedtodowby
the city council.

_ By ordinance or resolution the city council may authorize
the city manager to bind the city, with or without written
mfwﬂ:awqmﬁmofﬂwnmmm
labor, services, or other items, if included within the budget
approved by the city council, and may impose a monetary
lhmtuponmchauthonty

“The city council may by ordinance or resolution provide a
mﬂ:odforthenleorexchnnseofpmnﬂpmpaﬂynot
needed in the city service or not fit for the purpose for which
intended, and for the conveyance of titie thereto.

_Contracts for the sale of the products, commodities or
services of any public utility owned, controlled or operated by
the city may be made by the manager of such utility or by the
head of the department of public utilities upon forms approved

cC17 (Riversid u-l;-u_)
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by the city manager and at rates fixed as in this Charter pro-
vided.

The provisions of this section- shall not apply to services
rendered by any person in the employ of the city at a regular
salary.

Sec. 420. Council tie—=Mayor’s vote,

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Charter, when a
tie-vote exists for any cause, in order to break that tie, the
mayor shall have the same voting right as a member of the city
council for or against the item before the city council. The ma-
yor’s vote ghall be deemed a city council member’s vote for all
purposes, including the introduction or adoption of both ordi-
nances and resolutions.

ARTICLE V. CITY MANAGER

Sec. 500. Creation of office; appointment; tenure; eligibility
of elective officers.

There shall be a city manager who shall be the chief adminis-
trative officer of the city. The process for the selection of a
city manager ghall be determined by the city council. It shall
appoint, by a majority vote, the available person that it be-
lieves to be best qualified on the basis of executive and adminis-
trative qualifications, with special reference to experience in,
and knowiedge of, accepted practice in respect to the duties
of the offices as set forth in this Charter. Thecxty manager shall
serve at the pleasure of the city council.

No person shall be eligible to receive appointment as city
manager while serving as mayor or as 8 member of the city
council nor within one year after ceasing to hold such office.
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Sec. 501. Powers and duties.

The city manager shall be the head of the administrative
branch of the city government. The city manager shall be
responsible to the city council for the proper administration of
all affairs of the city.

All department heads and officers of the city, except elective
officers and those department heads and officers the power of
whose appointment is vested by this Charter in the city council,
shall serve at the pleasure of the city manager who may appoint,
suspend or remove such department heads and officers subject
to the personnel merit system provisions of this Charter. How-
ever, the appointment, removal and suspension of the librarian
shall be subject to the approval of the board of library trustees,
the appointment (but not the suspension or removal) of the
controller and the treasurer shall be subject to the approval of
the city council, and the appointment (but not the suspension
or removal) of the superintendent of public utilities shall be
subject to the approval of the board of public utilities. The
city manager may approve or disapprove all proposed appoint-
ments and removals of subordinate employees by department
heads or officers, and such appointments and removals by
department heads or officers shall be subject to the approval
of the city manager.

Notwithstanding the foregoing or any other provision of this
Charter except Section 407, the city council may adopt by
ordinance, an employee appeal process which could affirm,
overrule or modify a final administrative decision concerning
an employee grievance and could provide that such action
shall be final. Without limiting the foregoing general grant
of powers, responsibilities and duties, the city manager shall
have the power and be required to:

(a) Prepare the budget annually, submit such budget to the
city council and be responsible for its administration after its
adoption.
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(b) Prepare and submit to the city council annually a capital
improvements plan.

(c) Prepare and submit to the city council as of the end of
the fiscal year a comprehensive report on the finances and
administrative activities of the city for such fiscal year.

(d) Keep the city council advised of the financial condition
and future needs of the city and make such recommendations as
may seem desirable to the city manager.

(e) Prepare rules and regulations governing the contracting
for, procuring, purchasing, storing, distribution, or disposal
of all supplies, materials and equipment required by any office,
department or agency of the city government and recommend
them to the city council for adoption by it.

(f) See that the laws of the state pertaining to the city, the
provisions of this Charter and the ordinances of the city are
enforced.

(g) Perform such other duties consistent with this Charter as
may be required of the city manager by the city council,

Sec. 502. Participation in meetings of council, boards and
commissions.

The city manager shall be accorded a seat at the city council
table and at all meetings of boards and commissions and shall be
entitled to participate in their deliberations, but shall not have
a vote.

Sec. 503. Manager pro tempore.

The city manager shall appoint, subject to the approval of
the city council, one of the other officers or department heads
of the city to serve as manager pro tempore during any tempo-
rary absence or disability of the city manager.
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ARTICLE VL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
GENERALLY.

Sec. 600. Appointment of city attorney and city clerk by
. council; tenure,
In addition to the city manager, there shall be a city attorney
and a city clerk who shall be appointed by and serve at the
pleasure of the city council

Sec. 601. Organization of city operations and activities.

The city council shall, by ordinance, provide for the organi-
zation of all city operations and activities into functional units
and may modify and change the organization from time to
time, This organization shail be accomplished through the
creation and establishment, by ordinance, of city departments,
offices and agencies, boards, commissions and committees.
In establishing departments, offices, agencies, boards, commis-
sions and committees, the council shall provide the functions,
powers and duties of each such department, office, agency,
board, commission or committes created.

The council may, by ordinance, abolish, consolidate, modify
or separate any department, office, agency, board, commis-
sion or committee, and may assign, reassign, or modify any
functions, powers, or duties,

No office provided in this Charter to be filled by appoint-
ment by the city manager may be consolidated with an office
to be filled by appointment by the city council. The city coun-
cil, subject to the provisions of this Charter, shall provide for
the number, tities, qualifications, powers, duties and compen-
sation of all officers and empioyees.

Sec. 602. Eligibility, powers and duties of city attorney.
To become eligible for city attorney, the person appointed
shall be an attorney-at-law duly licensed as such under the laws

C21 (Riverside 11-17-81)
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of the State of California, and shall have been engaged in the
practice of law for at least five years prior to appointment.

The city attorney shall have power and may be required to:

(a) Represent and advise the city council and all city officers
in all matters of law pertaining to their offices.

(b) Represent and appear for the city in any or all actions or
promdiminwhidathedtykwmedorisapmy,md
represent and appear for any city officer or employee, or form-
er city officer or employee, in any or all actions and proceed-
mpmwh:chmymhoﬂ'mrmemployeeswmedoriu
party for any act arising out of such officer’s or employee’s
employment or by reason of such officer'’s or employee’s
official capacity.

(¢) Attend all regular meetings of the city council and give
" advice or opinion in writing whenever requested to do so by
thecitycoundlorbymyofthebmrdsoroﬁemofthedty.

(d) Approve the form of all contracts made by and all bonds
mmthedty,mdcrinsthedtymm'uppmﬂthum
in writing.

(e) Prepare any and all proposed ordinances or resolutions
for the city and amendments thereto.

(f) Surrender to the city attorney’s successor all books, pa-
pers, files and documents pertaining to the city’s affairs. -

The city council shall have control of all legal business and
proceedings and may employ other attorneys to take charge
ofmy&ﬁuﬁonormaﬂuurwuﬁnthedtymmeythm

Sec. 603. Powers and duties of city clerk.
Thec:tyderkshaﬂhﬂepowermdberequiredto
(a) Be responsible for the recording and maintaining of a full
and true record of all of the proceedmgsofthecnveounmlm
books that shall bear appropriate titles and be devoted to such
purpoumdattmddlmeeﬁnssofthecitycouncildtherin

person or by deputy.

=%
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(b) Maintain separate books, in which shall be recorded re-
spectively all ordinances and resolutions, with the certificate of
the clerk annexed to each thereof stating the same to be the
original or a correct copy, and as to an ordinance requiring
publication, stating that the same has been published in accord-
ance with this Charter; keep all books properly indexed and
open to public inspection when not in actual use.

(c) Maintain separate books, in which a record shall be made
of all written contracts and official bonds.

(d) Be the custodian of the seal of the city.

(¢) Administer oaths or affirmations, take affidavits and de-
positions pertaining to the affairs and business of the city and
certify copies of official records.

(f) Have charge of all city elections,

Sec. 604. Controller.

There shall be a controller appointed by the city manager
with the approval of the city council who shall have power and
shall be required to:

(a) Have charge of the administration of the financial affairs
of the city under the direction of the city manager.

(b) Compile the budget expense and income estimates for
the city manager. _

(c) Maintain a general accounting system for the city govern-
ment and each of its offices, departments and agencies.

(d) Supervise and be responsible for the disbursement of all
moneys and have control of all expenditures to insure that
budget appropriations are not exceeded; audit all purchase
orders before issuance; audit and approve, before payment,
all bills, invoices, payrolls, demands or charges against the city
government and, with the advice of the city attorney, when
necessary, determine the regularity, legality and correctness
of such claims, demands or charges.

(e) Submit to the city council through the city manager a

— -
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monthly statement of all receipts and disbursements in suffi-
cient detail to show the exact financial condition of the city;
and, as of the end of each fiscal year, submit a complete finan-
cial statement and report.

(f) Supervise the keeping of current inventories of all prop-
erty of the city by all city departments, offices and agencies.

Sec. 605. Treasurer,

There shall be a treasurer appointed by the city manager with
the approval of the city council who shall have power and
shall be required to:

(a) Receive all taxes, assessments, license fees and other
revenues of the city, or for whose collection the city is respon-
sible, and receive all taxes or other money receivable by the city
from the county, state or Federal government, or from any
court, or from any office, department or agency of the city.

(b) Have custody of all public funds belonging to or under
control of the city or any office, department or agency of the
city government and deposit all funds coming into the trea-
surer’s hands in such depository as may be designated by reso-
lution of the city council, or, if no such resolution be adopted,
then in such depository designated in writing by the city mana-
ger, and in compliance with all of the provisions of the state
constitution and laws of the state governing the handling,
depositing and securing of public funds.

(c¢) Disburse moneys on demands audited in the manner
provided for in this Charter.

(d) Prepare and submit to the controller monthly written
reports of all receipts, disbursements and fund balances; copies
of said reports shall be filed with the city manager.

Sec. 606. Administering oaths.

Each department head and the deputies thereof shall have the
power to administer oaths and affirmations in connection with
anv official business nertaining to such department.
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Sec. 607. Appointive powers of department heads.

Each department head and appointive officer shail have the
power to appoint, suspend or remove such deputies, assistants,
subordinates and empioyees as are provided for by the city
council for such department or office, subject to the provisions
of this Charter and of any personnel merit system adopted
hereunder. :

Sec. 608. Financial interest of city officers in contracts,
sales, etc.

No member of the city council, department head or other
officer ofthecity(exceptamunb«ofanyboudoreommis-
sion), shanbeﬁnmciaﬂyinterated,dimcﬂyorindimcﬂy,in
mmnleormmaaiontowhichthedtyisapm.

Noherofanyboudorwmm’mionshanbeﬁmnciaﬂy
intuuted,dh'ecﬂyorindimcﬂy,inwmmt,mmm
acﬁomtowtﬁchthedwisaparryandwhichcomubefmthe
board or commission of which such person is a member for
appmﬂmothuomchlacﬁonwwhichpmmtbede-
puﬁnem.oﬂimoragmcyofthedtywithwhichsudlbwd
or commission is connected.

Anyeoma,saleorumsacﬁoninwhjchmuemnbemch
mh:tuut.asspedﬁedinthismﬁon,mmwmevoidattbe
dacﬁon‘ofthedtywhenmdeduedbymomﬁonofthcdty
council

Nommbcofthedtymundl.depmmhudorother
officer of the dty,ormunbuofanyhoardormmnﬁnion.
shaﬂbedeemedtobeﬁnmciaﬂyin:uested,withinthememing
of the foregoing provisions, in any contract made with a corpo-
ration where such person’s only interest in the corporation is
that of a stockholder and the stock owned by such person shall
amounttolusthanthreepercentofanthemkofmchcor
poration issued and outstanding.

If any member of the city council, department head or other
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officer of the city, or member of a board or commission, shall
be financially interested as aforesaid, upon conviction thereof
such person shall forfeit such office in addition to any other
penalty which may be imposed for such violation of this
Charter.

Sec. 609. Acceptance of another office by elective officer.

Any elective officer of the city who shall accept or retain
any other elective public office shall be deemed thereby to have
vacated his office under the city government.

Sec. 610. Nepotism.

The city council shall not appoint to a salaried position
under the city government any person who is a relative by
blood or marriage within the third degree of any one or more
of the members of such city council, nor shall any department
head or other officer having appointive power appoint any rela-
tive of such person within degree to any such position.

Sec. 611. Official bonds.

The city council shall fix by ordinance or resolution the
amounts and terms of the bonds of officials or employees
who are required by ordinance to give such bonds. All bonds
shall be executed by responsible corporate surety, shall be
approved as to form by the city attorney, and shall be filed
with the city clerk. Premiums on official bonds shall be paid
by the city.

There shall be no personal liability upon, or any right to
recover against, a superior officer, or such officer’s bond, for

any wrongful act or omission of such-officer's subor-
dinate, unless such superior officer was a party
to, or comspired in, such wrongful act or omission.

Mivareidas 11.17.211 €26
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ARTICLE VII. APPOINTIVE BOARDS
AND COMMISSIONS.

Sec. 700. In general.

There shall be the following enumerated boards and
commissions which shall have the powers and duties
herein stated, and such additional powers and du-
ties, consistent with the provisions of this Char-
ter, as may be granted to them by ordinance of the
City Council.

In addition, the City Council may create by ordi-
nance such additional advisory boards or commissions
as in its judgment are required, and may grant to
them such powers and duties as are consistent with
the provisions of this Charter.

The City Council shall establish by ordinance, the
number of members, not less than seven, for each
board or commission. 3

Sec. 701. Appropriations.

The City Council shall include in its annual bud-
get such appropriations of funds as in its opinion
shall be sufficient for the efficient and proper
functioning of such boards and commissions.

Sec. 702. Appointments; terms.

The members of each such board or commission shall
serve at the pleasure of the Mayor and City Council
and shall be nominated and appointed by the Mayor
and City Council from the qualified electors of the
City, none of whom shall hold any paid office or
employment in the City government. They shall be
subject to removal by the Mayor and City Council by
a motion adopted by five affirmative votes with the
Mayor entitled to vote. The members thereof shall
serve for a term of four years and until their re-
spective successors are appointed and qualified, and
may serve for not more than two consecutive full
terus. :

Sec. 703. Terms of members of existing eoumerated
boards and commissions.
Upon the effective date of this Charter, incumbent
members of boards and commissions shall be deemed
reappointed and shall maintain the same terms of



appointment held under the previous Charter, and all
existing boards and commissions shall remain in ex-
istence until further action by the City Council
consistent with this Article.

All vacancies shall be filled as described in this
Article except that when a position on a board or
commission has remained vacant for sixty days the
Mayor shall appoint a person to fill the vacancy.

The City Council shall provide by ordinance, as
provided in Section 700, to establish the number of
members of a board or commission as soon as practi-
cable following the effective date of this Charter.
If the number of members is reduced by such ordi-
nance, the persons whose seats are to be eliminated
shall be determined by the board or commission by
lot. If the number of members is increased, the
ordinance may provide for initial terms for new
members of less than four years so that as near as
possible an equal number of terms will expire each
year.

Editor's Note: The Charter became effective on No-
vember 17, 1981.

Sec. 704. Organization; meetings; subpoena power.

At the first meeting of each board or commission
after October 1 of each year, each of such boards
and commissions shall organize by electing one of
its members to serve as presiding officer at the
pleasure of such board or commission. Each board or
commission shall hold regular meetings at least once
each month and such special meetings as such board
or commission may require. All proceedings shall be
open to the public.

Except as may be otherwise provided in this Char-
ter, the City Manager shall designate a secretary
for the recording of minutes for each of such boards
and commissions, who shall keep a record of its pro-
ceedings and transactions. Each board or commission
may prescribe its own rules and regulations which
shall be consistent with this Charter and copies of
which shall be kept on file in the Office of the
City Clerk where they shall be available for public
ingpection. Each board or commission may request
from the City Council the power to compel the at-
tendance of witnesses, to



examine them under oath, to compel the production of

evidence before it and to administer oaths and af- -

firmations. The City Council, by resolution, shall
have sole power to provide such power to boards and
commissions. :

Sec. 705. Compensation; vacancies.

The members of boards and commissions shall serve
without compensation for their services as such, but
may receive reimbursement for necessary traveling
and other expenses incurred on official duty when
such expenditures have received authorization by the
City Council.

Any vacancies in any board or commigsion, from
whatever cause arising, shall be filled by appoint-
ment by the Mayor and City Council with the Mayor
entitled to vote on any such appointment. Upon va-
cancy occurring leaving an unexpired portion of a
term, any appointment to fill such vacancy shall be
for the unexpired portion of such term. If a member
of a board or commission absents himself from three
consecutive regular meetings of such board or com-
mission, unless by permission of such board or com-
mission expressed in its official minutes, or is
convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude, or
ceases to be a qualified elector of the City, the
office shall become vacant and shall be so declared
by the City Council if a position on an enumerated
board or commission has remained vacant for sixty
days the Mayor shall appoint a person to fill the
vacancy in accordance with Section 703,

Sec. 706. Planning Commission—Established; compo—
sition; participation by City Engineer,

City Attorney and Planning Director. _

There shall be a Planning Commission. The City
Engineer, City Attorney, and Planning Director or
their assistants, may meet with and participate in
the discussions of the Planning Commission but shall
not have a vote.

Sec. 707. Same—Powers and duties.
The Planning Commission shall have the power and
duty to:



(a) After a public hearing thereon, recommend to
the City Council the adoption, amendment or repeal
of the Master Plan, or any part thereof, for the
physical development of the City.

(b) Exercise such control over land subdivisions
as is granted to it by the City Council.

(c) Make recommendations concerning proposed pub-
lic works and for the clearance and rebuilding of
blighted or substandard areas within the City.

(d) Exercise such functions with respect to zoning
and land use as may be prescribed by ordinance, not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter.

Sec. 708. Personnel Board—Composition; eligibility
of members to salaried position.

There shall be a Personnel Board, no member of
which, while a member of the Board or for a period
of one year after such member has ceased for any
reason to be a member, shall be eligible for ap-
pointment to any salaried office or employment with
the City.

Sec. 709. Same—Powers and duties.

The Personnel Board shall have the power and duty
to:

(a) Recommend to the City Council, after a public
hearing thereon, the adoption, amendment or repeal
of personnel rules and regulatioms.

(b) Act in an advisory capacity to the City Coun-
cil on matters concerning personnel administrationm.

Sec. 710. Board of Library Trustees.

There shall be a Board of Library Trustees, which
shall have the power and duty to:

(a) Have charge of the administration of City 1li-
braries and make and enforce such bylaws, rules and
regulations as may be necessary therefor.

(b) Designate its own secretary.

(c) Consider the annual budget for library pur-
poses during the process of its preparation and make
recommendations with respect thereto to the City
Council and the City Manager.

(d) Purchase and acquire books, journals, maps,
publications and other supplies peculiar to the
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needs of the library, subject, however, to the limi-
tations of the budget for such purposes. The ex-
penditure and disbursement of funds for such pur-
chases shall be made and approved as elsewhere in
this Charter provided.

(e) Approve or disapprove the appointment, suspen-
sion or removal of the librarian, who shall be the
department head.

(f) Accept money, personal property or real estate
donated to the City for library purposes, subject to
the approval of the City Council.

(g) Contract with schools, County or other govern-
mental agencies to render or receive library serv-
ices or facilities, subject to the approval of the
City Council.

Sec. 711. Park and Recreation Commission.

There shall be a Park and Recreation Commission
which shall have the power and duty to:

(a) Act in an advisory capacity to the City Coun-
c¢il in all matters pertaining to parks, recreation,
parkways and street trees.

(b) Consider the annual budget for parks, recrea-
tion, parkways and street tree purposes during the
process of its preparation and make recommendations
with respect thereto to the City Council and the
City Manager.

(c) Assist in the planning of parks and recreation
programs for the inhabitants of the City, promote
and stimulate public interest therein, and to that
end solicit to the fullest extent possible the coop-
eration of school authorities and other public and
private agencies interested therein.

(d) Establish policies for the acquisition, devel-
opment and improvement of parks and playgrounds and
for the planting, care and removal of trees and
shrubs in all parks, playgrounds and streets, sub-
Ject to the rights and powers of the City Council.

Sec. 712. Mayor and Council Members Salary
Commission.
There shall be a Mayor and Council Members Salary
Commission which shall have the power and duty to:
(a) In every even-numbered year after study and
public hearing and not later than ninety days before



the end of the fiscal year, the Commission shall
make recommendations to the City Council concerning
the compensation for the Mayor and Members of the
City Council. Such recommendations  shall include
salary and fringe benefits.

(b) The Commigsion shall consist of seven members
composed, if practicable, of one business executive,
one representative of a nonpartisan voter organiza-
tion, one person experienced in public administra-
tion, one representative of a labor organizationm,
one representative of an educational imnstitution,
and two other appointees.

{(c) No person shall be appointed to this Commis-
sion while serving as Mayor, a Member of the City
Council, or employee of the City nor within two
years after holding such positions.

(d) The initial term of the members composing the
initial Commission shall be determined by the Com-
mission by lot so that four members shall serve a
full four-year term and three members a two-year
tern.

ARTICLE VIII. PERSONNEL MERIT SYSTEM.

Sec. 800. Generally.

The City Council shall by ordinance establish a
personnel merit system for the selection, employ-
ment, classification, advancement, suspension and
discharge of those appointive officers and employees
who shall be included in the system. The system may
consist of the establishment of minimum standards of
employment and qualifications for the wvarious
classes of employment, or of a comprehensive system,
as the City Council shall determine to be for the
best interests of the public service. The ordinance
shall designate the departments and the appointive
officers and employees who shall be included within
the system. By subsequent ordinances  the City Coun-
cil may amend the system or the list of departments
and appointive officers and employees included
within the system. The system shall comply with all
other provisions of this Charter.
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ARTICLE IX. RETIREMENT.

Sec. 900. Authority to continue under state system.

Plenary authority and power are hereby vested in
the city, its city council and its several officers,
agents and employees to do and perform any act, and
to exercise any authority granted, permitted, or re-
quired under the provisions of the Public Employees'

Retirement System, as it now exists or hereafter may be amend-
ed, to enable the city to continue as a contracting city under
the Public Employees’ Retirement System. The city council
may terminate any contract with the board of administration of
the Public Employees’ Retirement System only under authority
granted by ordinance adopted by a majority vote of the elec-
tors of the city, voting on such proposition at an election at
which such proposal is presented.

ARTICLE X. ELECTIONS.

Sec. 1000. General municipal elections.

General municipal elections for the election of officers and
formchothupmpomathecitycouncﬂmaypmcﬁbeshan
be held in the city on the first Tuesday following the first
Monday of November of each odd numbered year.

Sec. 1001. Special municipal elections.

All other municipal elections that may be heid by authority
of this Charter, or of any law, shall be known as special muni-
cipal elections.

C33 . (Riverside 11.17-81)
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Sec. 1002. Compliance with state law.

Unless otherwise provided by ordinance hereafter enacted,
all elections shall be held in accordance with the provisions
of the Elections Code of the State of California, as the same
now exist or hercafter may be umended, for the holding of
elections in cities so far as the same are not in conflict with
the Charter.

Sec. 1003. Initiative, referendum and recall.

There are hereby reserved to the electors of the city the
powers of the initiative and referendum and of the recall of
municipal elective officers. The provisions of the Elections
Code of the State of California, as the same now exist or here-
after may be amended, governing the initiative and referen-
dum and the recall of municipal officers, shall apply to the use
thereof in the city so far as such provisions of the Elections
Code are not in conflict with the provisions of this Charter.

ARTICLE XI. FISCAL ADMINISTRATION.

Sec. 1100. Fiscul year.
The fiscal year of the city government shall be established
by ordinance,

Sec. 1101, Budget—Submission to council ; notice of public
hearing.

At least thirty-five calendar days prior to the beginning of
each fiscal year, the city manager shall submit to the city
council a proposed budget containing estimates of revenues
and expenditures for each city department or office, as appro-
priate. After reviewing the sume and making such revisions as
it may deem advisable, the city council shall determine the time
for the holding of a public hearing thereon and shall cause to
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be published a notice thereof not less than twenty days prior
to said hearing, by at least one insertion in a newspaper of
general circulation within the city,

Copies of the proposed budget shall be available for inspec-
tion by the public in the office of the city clerk and at every
public library in the city at least twenty days prior to said
hearing,.

Sec. 1102. Same—Public hearing.

At the time so advertised or at any time to which such public
hearing shall from time to time be adjourned, the city council
shall hold a public hearing on the proposed budget, at which
interested persons desiring to be heard shall be given such op-
portunity.

Sec. 1103. Same—Further consideration, revision and adoption;
availability to departments, etc.

After the conclusion of the public hearing the city council
shall further consider the proposed budget and make any revi-
sions thereof that it may deem advisable and on or before the
day preceding the start of the fiscal year, it shall adopt the
budget. A copy thereof, certified by the city clerk, shall be
filed with the person retained by the city council to perform
auditing functions for the council.

A copy shall be placed, and shall remain on file, in the office
of the city clerk and copies shall be placed in all public libraries
in the city where they shall be available for public inspection,
The budget so certified shall be reproduced and copies made
available for the use of departments, offices and agencies of the
city. :

Sec. 1104. Same—Appropriations; transfer of funds.
From the effective date of the budget, the several amounts
stated therein as proposed expenditures shall be and become
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appropriated to the several departments. offices and agencies
for the respective objects and purposes therein named. All ap-
propriations shall lapse at the end of the fiscal year to the
- extent that they shall not have been expended or lawfully en-
cumbered.

At any meeting after the adoption of the budget, the city
council may amend or supplement the budget by motion adop-
ted by the affirmative votes of at least five members so as to
authorize the transfer of unused balances appropriated for one
purpose to another purpose or to appropriate available funds
not included in the budget.

Sec. 1105. Centralized purchasing.

Under the control and direction of the city manager there
shall be established a centralized purchasing system for all city
departments and agencies, which system shall be consistent with
all other provisions of this Charter.

Sec. 1106. Tax limits: special levy for library purposes.

(a) The city council shall not levv a property tax, for muni-
cipal purposes, in excess of one dollar annuallv on each one
hundred dollars of the assessed value of taxable property in
the city, except as otherwise provided in this section, unless
authorized by the affirmative votes of two-thirds of the elec-
tors voting on-a proposition to increase such levy at any elec-
tion at which the question of such additional levy for municipal
purposes is submitted to the electors. The number of years
that such additional levy is to be made shall be specified in such
proposition, !

(b) There shall be levied and collected at the time and in the
same manner as other property taxes for municipal purposes are
levied and collected. as additional taxes, if no other provision
for payment thereof is made:

1. A tax sufficient to meet all liabilities of the city for
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principal and interest of all bonds or judgments due and unpaid,
or to become due during the ensuing fiscal year, which consti-
tute general obligations of the city; and,

2. A tax sufficient to meet all obligations of the city to the
Public Employees’ Retirement System for the retirement of city
employees, due and unpaid or to become due during the en-
suing fiscal year.

(¢) A special levy, in addition to the above,may be made
annuaily in an amount not to exceed twenty cents on each one
hundred dollars of the assessed value of taxable property in
the city forlibmrypmpm'rhepmeeedsofsuchspedal
levy shall be used only for the purpose for which it is levied.

Sec. 1107. Procedure for assessment, levy and collection
of taxes,
The procedure for the assessment, levy and collection of
taxes upon property, taxable for municipal purposes, may be
prescribed by ordinance of the city council.

Sec. 1108. General obligation bonded debt limit; vote
required for issuing general obligation bonds;
issuance of revenue bonds, notes and other
evidence of indebtedness. :

(a) The city shall not incur an indebtedness evidenced by
* general obligation bonds which shall in the aggregate exceed
the sum of fifteen percent of the total assessed valuation, for
purposes of city taxation, of all the real and personal property
(b) No bonded indebtedness which shall constitute a gen-
uﬂobﬁsaﬁonofthedtymaybemtedunlmmthoﬁzedby
the affirmative votes of two-thirds of the electors voting on
such proposition at any election at which the question is
submitted to the electors and unless in full compliance with
the provisions of the State Constitution and of this Charter.

C 37 (Riversids 11-17-81)
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(c) The city council by procedural ordinance or pursuant to
state law, after a public hearing, notice of which has been
given by publication at least fifteen days prior to such hearing,
may issue revenue bonds, notes or other evidences of indebted-
ness without an election for any city purpose or purposes,
and, any other provisions of this charter notwithstanding,
may make such covenants and exercise such powers as are
deemed necessary in connection with the issuance and sale of
such revenue bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness.

Sec. 1109. Public works contracts.

Every project for the construction or improvement of public
buildings, works, streets, drains, sewers, utilities, parks or play-
grounds, and every purchase of supplies or materials for any
such project, when the total expenditures required for the same
exceed the amount set by state law for which bids are required
for public works projects of a city, shall be let by the city coun-
cil by contract to the lowest responsible bidder after notice
by publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the
city by one or more insertions, the first of which shall be at
least ten days before the time for opening bids. Projects for the
maintenance or repair of streets, drains or sewers are excepted
from the requirements of this section if the city council deter
mines that such work can be performed more economically
by a city department than by contracting for the doing of such
work. -

All bids shall be accompanied by either a certified or cashier’s
check, or a bidder's bond executed by a corporate surety
authorized to enguge in such business in California, made
payable to the city. Such security shall be in an amount not
less than that specified in the notice inviting bids or in an
amount not less than ten percent of the aggregate amount of
the bid. If the successful bidder neglects or refuses to enter into
the contruct, within the time specified in the notice inviting

~ -
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bids or in the specifications referred to therein, the amount of
the bidder’s security shall be declared forfeited to the city and
shall be collected and paid into its general fund, and all bonds
so forfeited shall be prosecuted and the amount thereof col-
lected and paid into such fund.

The city council may reject any and all bids presented and
may readvertise in its discretion.

The city council, without advertising for bids, or after reject-
ing bids, or if no bids are received, may declare and determine
that, in its opinion, based on estimates approved by the city
manager, the work in question may be performed better or
more economically by the city with its own empioyees or the
supplies or materials may be purchased more economically on
the open market, and after the adoption of a resolution to that
effect by at least five affirmative votes of the city council may
proceed to have said work done or said supplies or materials
purchased in the manner stated, without further observance of
ﬂ:epmvisiomofthkmﬁon.smmlikewisemybe
let without advertising for bids if such work or supplies or
materials shall be deemed by the city council to be of urgent
necessity for the preservation of life, heaith or property, and
shall be authorized by resolution passed by at least five affirma-
tive votes of the city council and containing a declaration of the
facts constituting such urgency.

Projects for the extension or development of any public util-
ity” operated by the city or for the purchase of supplies or
equipment for any such utility may be excepted from the
requirements of this section, provided the city council so deter-
mines by at least five affirmative votes.

Sec. 1110. Cash basis fund.

The city council shall maintain a revolving fund, to be
known as the “cash basis fund,” for the purpose of placing the
payment of the running expenses of the city on a cash basis. A



§ 1111 RIVERSIDE CITY : § 1111

reserve shall be built up in this fund from any available sources
in an amount which the city -council deems sufficient with
which to meet all lawful demands against the city for the first
five months, or other necessary period, of the succeeding fiscal
year prior to the receipt of ad valorem tax revenues. Transfers
may be made by the city council from such fund to any other
fund or funds of such sum or sums as may be required for the
purpose of placing such funds, as nearly as possible, on a cash
basis. All moneys so transferred from the cash basis fund shall
be returned thereto before the end of the fiscal year.

Sec. 1111. Capital outlays fund.

A fund for capital outlays generally is hereby created, to be
known as the “capital outlays fund.” The city council may
create by ordinance a special fund or funds for a special capital
outlay purpose. To the extent permitted by law, the city coun-
cil may levy and collect taxes for capital outlays and may in-
clude in the annuai tax levy a levy for such purposes in which
event it must apportion and appropriate to any such fund or
funds the moneys derived from such levy. It may not, in making
such levy, exceed the maximum tax rate provided for in this
Charter, unless authorized by the affirmative votes of two-
thirds of the electors voting on the proposition at any election
at which such question is submitted. The city council may
transfer to any such fund any unencumbered surplus funds
remaining on hand in the city at any time.

Once created, such fund shall remain inviolate for the pur-
pose for which it was created; if for capital outlays generally,
then for any such purposes, and if for a special capital outlay,
then for such purpose only, unless the use of such fund for
some other capital outlay purpose is authorized by the affirma-
tive votes of a majority of the electors voting on such proposi-
tion at a general or special election at which such proposition is
submitted.
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If the purpose for which any special capital outlay fund has
been created has been accomplished, the city council may trans-
fer any unexpended or unencumbered surplus remaining in such
fund to the fund for capital outlays generally, established by
this Charter.

Sec. 1112. Presentation and approval of demands against city;
limitation upon presentation of claim for damages.

Uniess otherwise governed by state law, all claims for dam-
ages against the city must be verified and presented to the city
clerk within one hundred days after the occurrence, event or
transaction from which the damages allegedly arose, or within
such shorter time as is otherwise provided by law, and shall
set forth in detail the name and address of the claimant, the
time, date, place and circumstances of the occurrence and the
extent of the injuries or damages sustained. All such claims
shall be approved or rejected in writing by order of the city
council and the date thereof given. ;

All other demands against the city must be in writing and
may be in the form of a bill, invoice, payroll, or formal demand.
Each such demand shall be presented to the controller within
one hundred days after the last item of the account or claim
accrued. The controller shall examine the same. If the amount
thereof is legally due and there remains onthe books an unex-
hausted balance of an appropriation against which the same
may be charged, the controller shall approve such demand and
draw a warrant on the city treasurer therefor, payable out of
the proper fund. Otherwise the controller shall reject it. Objec-
tions of the controiler may be overruled by the city council
and the warrant ordered drawn.

The controller shall transmit such demhand, with the control-
ler’'s approval or rejection thereof endorsed thereon, and war-
rant, if any, to the city manager. If a demand is one for an
item included within an approved budget appropriation, it shail

a1 /D bmnwmiAs 1.1 7 211\
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require the approval of the city manager, otherwise it shall
require the approval of the city council, following the adoption
by it of an amendment to the budget authorizing such payment.
Any person dissatisfied with the refusal of the city manager to
approve any demand, in whole or in part, may present the same
to the city council which, after examining into the matter, may
approve or reject the demand in whole or in part.

Sec. 1113. Registering warrants.

Warrants on the city treasurer which are not paid for lack of
funds shall be registered. All registered warrants ghall be paid in
the order of their registration when funds therefor are available
and shall bear interest from the date of registration at such rate
as shall be fixed by the city council by resolution.

Sec. 1114. Actions against city.

Except as otherwise provided or preempted by state law, no
nntshaubebmushtformoneymdmaseswstthedtyor
any board, commission or officer thereof until a claim or de-
mand for the same has been presented as in this Charter pro-
vided and such claim and demand has been rejected in whole or
in part. If rejected. in part suit may be brought to recover the
whole. Failure to compiete action approving or rejecting any
claim or demand within forty-five days from the day the same is
presented shall be deemed a rejection thereof.

Sec. 1115. Independent sudit. .

The city council shall employ, at the beginning of each fiscal
year, a qualified public accountant who shall, at such time or
times as may be specified by the city council, and at such
times as such accountant shall determine, examine the books,
records, inventories and reports of all officers and employees
who receive, handle or disburse public funds and of such other
officers, employees or departments as the city council may

P i4. aa amaas [alV-& )
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direct.Assoonaspncticableaﬁertheendofthefmnlym,a
final audit and report shall be submitted by such accountant to -
thedtycouncﬂ,oneeopythereoftobedimibutedtoewh :
member, one to the city manager, controller, treasurer, and city
attorney, respectively, and three additional copies to be placed
onmeh:theofﬁeeofthedtyclm:whmtheyshanbeavaﬂ-
able for inspection by the general public.

ARTICLE XIL DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.

Sec. 1200. Created: management and control.
Thmshnnbeadepartmentofpubﬁcutiﬁﬁu,which:hanbe
mderthemmamentmdcomlofthecnymmgumbject,
however, wthepowu:mdduﬁuofthebmrdofpubﬁc
utﬂiﬁesuhmﬁersetfoﬂhinthisAr&de.Saiddet-
shaﬂberesponsibleforelecﬂicmdwatermppﬁu,mmd
cunsemﬂon,andshallindudeallworksowned,conmlled,
opmlemdormmcudforbytheﬁ:yforsupplym
ﬂ:edtymdﬁshhabitmwﬂhwﬁumdehcuicenergy.

Sec. 1201, Board of public utilities—Composition;
applicability of Articie VII of Charter.

MMbeaboardofpubﬂcutﬂiﬂuAnofthepmvhiom
ofArtideVIIofthisG:mrehﬁngtoboudsandcummis-
sions generally, to thammnization,meeﬁns:.eonduetofpro-
ceedings, and expenses thereof, and to the appointment, quali-
. fications, term of office, removal, compensation and powers of
members thereof, where not inconsistent with the provisions
of this Article, shall apply to the board of public utilities and
to its members,

Sec. 1202. Same—Powers and duties.
The board of public utilities shall have the power and duty
to:
C43 (Riverside 11-17-81)
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(a) Consider the annual budget for the department of public
utilities during the process of its preparation and make recom-
mendations with respect thereto to the city council and the
city manager.

(b) Within the limits of the budget of the department of
public utilities, authorize any purchase of equipment, materiais
or supplies exceeding the amount set by state law requiring
municipal public works projects to be let to bid, and
authorize the acquisition, comstruction, improvement,
extension, enlargement, diminution, or curtailment of
all or any part of any public utility system. No such
purchase, acquisition, comstruction, improvement, exten-
sion, enlargement, diminution or curtailment shall be
made without such authorizatiom.

(c)Wﬁhmthelinﬁtsofﬂ:ebudwtofthedepMDf
public utilities, make appropriations from the contingency
reserve fund for capital expenditures directly related to the
appropriate utility function.

(d) Require of the city manager monthly reports of receipts
and expenditures of the department of public utilities, segre-
gated as to each separate utility, and monthly statements of the
general condition of the department and its facilities.

(e) Establish rates for water and electrical revenue producing
utilities owned, controlled or operated by the city, but subject
to the approval of the city council

(f) Approve or disapprove the appointment of the director
of public utilities, who ghall be the department head.

(g) Designate its own secretary.

(h) Make such reports and recommendations in writing
to the city council regarding the department of public
utilities as the city council shall deem advisable.

(i) Exercise such other powers and pexfonﬁ such other
duties as may be prescribed by ordinance not inconsistent with
any of the provisions of this Charter.
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Sec. 1203. Purchases and expenditures generally; exemption
from centralized purchasing system.

The purchase of equipment, materials and supplies peculiar
to the needs of the department of public utilities need not be
made through the centralized purchasing system. The expendi-
ture and disbursement of funds of the department of public
utilities shall be made and approved as elsewhere in this Charter
provided.

Sec. 1204. Use of revenue.

The revenue of each public utility for each fiscal year shall
be kept separate and apart from all other moneys of the city
by deposit in the appropriate revenue fund and shall be used for
the purposes and in the order as follows:

(a) For the payment of the operating and maintenance
expenses of such utility, including any necessary contribution
to retirement of its employees,

(b) For the payment of interest on the revenue bonded
debt of such utility. As used in this section ‘revenue bonded
debt of such utility’ means the debt evidenced by revenue
bonds, revenue notes or other evidences of indebtedness pay-
able only out of the revenues pertaining to the utility involved,
whether the same are issued under the provisions of this Charter
or under the provisions of any general law of the State of
California. ;

(c) For the payment, or provision for the payment of the
principal of said debt as it may become due, and of premiums.,
if any, due upon the redemption of any thereof prior to
maturity.

(d) For the establishment and maintenance of any reserves
for (b) and (c) above.

(e) For capital expenditures of such utility.

(f) For the annual payment by each utility into the general
fund in twelve equal monthly installments during each fiscal
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year, an amount not to exceed 11.5 percent of the gross operat-
ing revenues, exclusive of surcharges, of each specific utility
for the last fiscal year ended and reported upon by indepen-
dent public auditors.

Sec. 1205. Sale of public utility.

No public utility now or hereafter owned or controlled by
the city shall be sold, leased or otherwise transferred unless
authorized by the affirmative votes of at least two-thirds of
the voters on such proposition at a general or special municipal
election at which such proposition is submitted.

ARTICLE XIII. FRANCHISES.

Sec. 1300. Requiring; granting generally; applicability to
city-owned utility.

Any person, firm or corporation fumishing the city or its
inhabitants with transportation, communication, terminal
facilities, water, light, heat, electricity, gas, power, refrigera-
tion, storage or any other public utility or service, or using the
public streets, ways, alleys or places for the operation of plants,
works or equipment for the furnishing thereof, or traversing
any portion of the city for the transmitting or conveying of any
such service elsewhere, may be required by ordinance to have a
valid and existing franchise therefor. The city council is em-
powered to grant such franchise or not, and to prescribe the
terms and conditions of any such grant. It may also provide,
by procedural ordinance, the method of practice and addi-
tional terms and conditions of such grants, or the making
thereof, all subject to the provisions of this Charter.

Nothing in this section, or elsewhere in this Article, shall
apply to the city, or to any department thereof, when furnish-
ing any such utility or service.
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Sec. 1301. Resolution of intention to grant; notice and public
hearing.

Before granting any franchise, the city council shall pass a
resolution declaring its intention to grant the same, stating the
name of the proposed grantee, the character of the franchise
and the terms and conditions upon which it is proposed to be
granted. Such resolution shall fix and set forth the day, hour
and place when and where any persons having any interest
therein or any objection to the granting thereof may appear
before the city council and be heard thereon. It shall direct the
city clerk to publish said resolution at least once, within fifteen .
days of the passage thereof, in a newspaper of general circula-
tion within the city. Said resolution shall be published
at least ten days prior to the date of hearing.

At the time sst for the hearing, or at any adjournment
thereof, the city council shall proceed to hear and pass upon all
protests and its decision thereon shall be final and conclusive.
Thereafter it may by ordinance grant the franchise on the terms
and conditions specified in the resolution of intention to grant
the same, subject to the right of referendum of the people, or it
may deny the same. If the city council shall determine that
any substantive change should be made in the terms and con-
ditions upon which the franchise is proposed to be granted, a
~mew resolution of intention shall be adopted and like proceed-
ings had thereon.

Sec. 1302. Term of franchise,
Every franchise shall state the term for which it is granted,
which shall not exceed thirty-five years.

Sec. 1303. Eminent domain.

No franchise grant shall in any way, or to any extent, impair
or affect the right of the city to acquire the property of the
grantee thereof either by purchase or through exercise of

C47 (Riverside 11-17-81)
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the right of eminent domain, and nothing therein contained
shall be construed to contract away or to modify or to abridge,
either for a term or in perpetuity, the city’s right of eminent
domain with respect to any public utility.

ARTICLE XIV. MISCELLANEOUS

Sec. 1400. Definitions.

Unless the provision or the context otherwise requires, as
used in this Charter: ol

(a) “Shall” is mandatory, and “may” is permissive.

(b) “City” is the City of Riverside, and “department,”
“board,” “commission,” “agency,” “officer,” or “employee,”
is a department, board, commission, agency, officer or em-
ployee, as the case may be, of the City of Riverside.

(¢) “County” is the County of Riverside.

(d) “State” is the State of California.

(e) “Newspaper of general crculation within the city”
is as defined by state law.

Sec. 1401. Violations and pemalty.

The violation of any provision of this Charter shall be
deemed a misdemeanor and be punishablie upon conviction by
a fine of not exceeding one thousand dollars or by imprison-
ment for a period not exceeding six months or by both such-
fine and imprisonment.

Sec. 1402. Severability. :

If any provision of this Charter, or the application thereof to
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the
Charter, and the application of such provision to other persons
or circumstances, shall not be affected thereby.

{Riverside 11-17-81) C4R
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Sec. 1403. Charter commission, requirement for.

At the first general municipal election following ten years
after the effective date of this Charter, and each ten years
thereafter, the city council shall place upon the ballot the
question “Shall there be appointed by the City Council in
the City of Riverside a Charter committee which shall review
the Charter of the city.” If the majority of those casting ballots
vote in the affirmative, the city council shall create such a com-
mittee and shall appropriate adequate funds to such Charter
committee for its task of determining whether or not to pro-
pose revisions to the Charter. Such committee shall be advi-
sory to the city council.

The city council may submit such question more often if it
desires.

Editor’s Note: The effective date of the Charter is November 17, 1981.

Sec. 1404, Charter, amending.

This Charter, and any provisions hereof, may be amended
in accordance with the Constitution and laws of the State
of California.

Sec. 1405. Pending actions.

No action or proceeding before any board or commission
of the city, whether specifically enumerated in this Charter or
not, which was commenced before the effective date of this
Charter, and no right accrued in any such proceeding, is affect-
ed by the provisions of this Charter, but all proceedings taken
thereafter shall conform to the provisions of this Charter.

Editor’s Note: The effective date of the Charter is November 17, 1981.

Sec. 1406. Board of education—Membership.

The board of education shall consist of five members who
shall be qualified electors of the Riverside Unified School
District.
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The manner in which, the times at which, and the terms of
which the members of the board of education created pursuant
to this section shall be elected or appointed, and their quali-
fications, compensation, and removal, shall be governed by the
general provisions of law governing school district governing
boards; except that in order to provide for an orderly tran-
sition, the members of the board whose term of office would
have ended on January 3, 1983. shall end on the last Friday
in November, 1983, and those members of the board whose
terms of office would have ended on January 7, 1985, shall
end on the last Friday in November, 1985.

Sec. 1407. Same—Powers and duties.

The powers and duties of the board of education and all
matters pertaining to the board of education, except as herein
provided, shall be governed by the provisions of the laws of the
State of California, as the same now exist or hereafter may
exist.
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