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Sec. 400.  Enumerated; number, term and manner of elections; wards. 
 

(a) The elective officers of the City shall consist of a There shall be a City Council 
consisting of a Mayor elected from the City at large, and seven members elected 
from wards, and a Mayor elected from the City at large, at the times and in the 
manner provided in this Charter, who shall serve for a term of four years and until 
their respective successors qualify.  The terms of all officials, so elected, shall be 
deemed to have commenced on the fifth Tuesday following the general municipal 
election. 

 
(b) The members of the City Council, except for the Mayor, shall be elected by 

wards by the registered voters of the respective wards only.  One member of the 
City Council, except for the Mayor, shall be elected by each ward, and only the 
registered voters of each ward shall vote for the member of the City Council to be 
elected by that ward.  In those wards where there are more than two candidates, 
only a candidate receiving a majority of the total votes cast for the office shall be 
declared elected. 
 

(c) If in an election for a member of the City Council for any ward, or for the office of 
Mayor, no candidate receives a majority of the total votes cast for the office, the 
City Council shall immediately upon the determination of that fact, call a special 
election to be held on the first Tuesday following the first Monday of November of 
that same year. The two candidates receiving the highest number of votes for the 
office in the general municipal election shall be declared the candidates for the 
special election. 
 

(d) Officials elected at the general municipal election shall take office on the second 
Tuesday following completion of the canvass, but in no event later than the fifth 
Tuesday following the general municipal election. Officials elected at any other 
election shall take office on the second Tuesday following completion of the 
canvass, but in no event later than the fifth Tuesday following the election. 
 

(e) The qualifications of candidates and electors and the procedure governing 
general municipal elections shall apply to any special election called pursuant to 
this section and the notice of election shall be published at least thirty days prior 
to the date of such special election. 
 

(f) Notwithstanding the above, an election shall be held on June 5, 2007, for the 
purpose of electing members of the City Council from Wards 1, 3, 5, and 7 for 
terms expiring in June 2011, or until their successors are elected and seated. 
 

(g) Notwithstanding the above, an election shall be held on June 2, 2009, for the 
purpose of electing members of the City Council from Wards 2, 4, and 6 for terms 
expiring June 2013, or until their successors are elected and seated. 
 

(h) Notwithstanding the above, an election shall be held on November 3, 2009, for 
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the purpose of electing the Mayor for a term expiring June 2012 or until their 
successor is elected and seated. 

 
 
Sec. 401.  Eligibility to hold the office; member of the City Council; Mayor. 
 

(a) A person is not eligible to hold the office of a member of the City Council of the 
City of Riverside, except for the Mayor, unless such person is a qualified elector 
within the territory comprising the ward by which such person is elected or for 
which such person is appointed at the time of such election or appointment and 
continues to be a qualified elector of said ward. 

 
If the residence of any member of the City Council, except for the Mayor, is changed 

to a place outside the boundaries of the ward from which such member was elected or 
for which such member was appointed, the office of such member shall become vacant.  
The existence of the vacancy shall be declared and filled as provided by Section 404 of 
this Charter. 

 
(b) A person is not eligible to hold the office of Mayor unless such person is a 

qualified elector of the City at the time of such election or appointment and 
continues to be a qualified elector of the City. 
 

If the residence of the Mayor changes to a place outside the boundaries of the City, 
the office of the Mayor shall become vacant. The existence of the vacancy shall be 
declared and filled as provided by Section 404 of this Charter. 
 
 
Sec. 403.  Compensation. 
 
The Mayor and mMembers of the City Council shall receive compensation for their 
services as such, and in addition, when on official duty, shall receive reimbursement 
for their necessary expenses on order of the City Council. In January of every odd-
numbered year, the City Council shall review the compensation including salary and 
benefits, of the Mayor and members of the City Council, and shall establish any 
increase in compensation of the Mayor and/or the members of the City Council. No 
increase in salary shall exceed 5 percent of their then-existing salary. Compensation 
shall be fixed by ordinance, adopted by not fewer than five six affirmative votes of the 
City Council, after a noticed, public hearing, notice of which has been given by 
publication at least fourteen days prior to such hearing. 
 
Once a level of compensation for City Council members and the Mayor is established, 
such level will not be permitted to change automatically by linking such compensation 
to internal or external factors. 
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Sec. 405.  Duties of Mayor; Mayor Pro Tempore; Council tie—Mayor’s vote 
 
 The Mayor shall be a voting member of the City Council and the presiding officer 
at all meetings of the City Council and shall have a voice in all its proceedings but shall 
not vote except to break a City Council tie-vote which exists for any cause.  The Mayor 
shall be the official head of the City for all ceremonial purposes.  The Mayor shall have 
the primary but not exclusive responsibility for interpreting the policies, programs and 
needs of the City government to the people, and of informing the people of any major 
change in policy or program.  The Mayor shall advise the City Council on all matters of 
policy and public relations and perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this 
Charter.  During the months of January or February, the Mayor shall deliver a State of 
the City message at any location within the City that the Mayor deems appropriate at 
which the Mayor will present the Mayor’s programs, objectives and priorities. 
 
 The City Council shall designate one of its members as Mayor Pro Tempore, who 
shall serve in such capacity at the pleasure of the City Council.  In the absence of the 
Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tempore shall assume the duties of the Mayor.  The Mayor Pro 
Tempore shall conduct the Council meetings and shall vote only as a member of the 
Council, not as Mayor Pro Tempore.  In the event of a tie vote, the Mayor Pro Tempore 
shall not have a tie-breaking vote and Council vote shall be recorded as a negative or 
“nay” vote.  With regards to the veto power, the Mayor Pro Tempore shall not have the 
power to veto acts of the City Council. 
 
 Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Charter, when a tie-vote exists for any 
cause, in order to break that tie, the Mayor shall have the same voting right as a member 
of the City Council for or against the item before City Council.  The Mayor’s vote shall be 
deemed a City Council member’s vote for all purposes, including the introduction or 
adoption of both ordinances and resolutions. 
 
 
Sec. 413.  Adoption of ordinances and resolutions. 
 
With the sole exception of ordinances which take effect upon adoption, referred to in 
this Article, no ordinance shall be adopted by the City Council on the day of its 
introduction, nor within five days thereafter nor at any time other than at a regular or 
adjourned regular meeting. At the time of its introduction an ordinance shall become a 
part of the proceedings of such meeting in the custody of the City Clerk. At the time of 
adoption of an ordinance or resolution it shall be read in full, unless after the reading 
of the title thereof, the further reading thereof is waived by unanimous consent of the 
Council members present. In the event that any ordinance is altered after its 
introduction, the same shall not be finally adopted except at a regular or adjourned 
regular meeting held not less than five days after the date upon which such ordinance 
was so altered. The correction of typographical or clerical errors shall not constitute 
the making of an alteration within the meaning of the foregoing sentence. 
 
Unless a higher vote is required by other provisions of this Charter, the affirmative 
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votes of at least four five members of the City Council shall be required for the 
adoption of any ordinance or resolution. 
 
Any ordinance declared by the City Council to be necessary as an emergency 
measure for preserving the public peace, health or safety, and containing a statement 
of the reasons for its urgency, may be introduced and adopted at one and the same 
meeting if passed by at least five six affirmative votes. 
 
At any time before the adjournment of a meeting, the Mayor may, by public declaration 
spread upon the minutes of the meeting, veto any formal action taken by vote of the 
City Council including any ordinance or resolution, except an emergency ordinance, 
the annual budget or an ordinance proposed by initiative petition. Thereupon, pending 
the vote to override the veto as herein provided, such ordinance, resolution or action 
shall be deemed neither approved nor adopted. The Mayor shall, no more than twenty 
days following the veto, provide to Council members, in writing, reasons for the 
Mayor's veto. If the Mayor fails to provide a written veto message within the time 
allotted, the original action of the Council shall stand. At any regular or adjourned 
meeting held not less than thirty days, nor more than sixty days after veto the City 
Council shall reconsider such ordinance, resolution or action and vote on the question 
of overriding the veto. Five affirmative votes shall be required for its adoption or 
approval. The Mayor shall have no right to veto the veto override of any ordinance, 
resolution or action. 
 
All ordinances and resolutions shall be signed by the Mayor and attested by the City 
Clerk. 
 
 
Sec. 802.  Appointments; terms. 
 
The members of each such board or commission shall serve at the pleasure of the 
Mayor and City Council and shall be nominated and appointed by the Mayor and City 
Council from the qualified electors of the City, none of whom shall hold any paid office 
or employment in the City government. Each such board or commission shall have at 
least one member from each Council ward. They shall be subject to removal by the 
Mayor and City Council by a motion adopted by five six affirmative votes with the 
Mayor entitled to vote. The members thereof shall serve for a term of four years and 
until their respective successors are appointed and qualified, and may serve for not 
more than two consecutive full terms. 
 
 
Sec. 805. - Compensation; vacancies. 
 
The members of boards and commissions shall serve without compensation for their 
services as such, but may receive reimbursement for necessary traveling and other 
expenses incurred on official duty when such expenditures have received 
authorization by the City Council. 
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Any vacancies in any board or commission, from whatever cause arising, shall be 
filled by the Mayor and City Council with the Mayor entitled to vote on any such 
appointment. Upon vacancy occurring leaving an unexpired portion of a term, any 
appointment to fill such a vacancy shall be for the unexpired portion of such term. If a 
member of a board or commission absents himself/herself from three consecutive 
regular meetings of such board or commission, unless by permission of such board or 
commission expressed in its official minutes, or is convicted of a crime of moral 
turpitude, or ceases to be a qualified elector of the City, the office shall become vacant 
and shall be so declared by the City Council. If a position on an enumerated board or 
commission has remained vacant for sixty days, the Mayor shall appoint a person to 
fill the vacancy in accordance with Section 803. 
 
 
Sec. 1109.  Public works contracts. 
 
Every project for the construction and/or improvement of public buildings, works, 
streets, drains, sewers, utilities, parks or playgrounds, and every purchase of supplies 
or materials for any such project, when the total expenditures required for the same 
exceed $50,000 shall be let by the City Council or by the Board of Public Utilities 
pursuant to Section 1202(b), by contract to the lowest responsible bidder after notice 
by publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the City by one or more 
insertions, the first of which shall be at least ten days before the time for opening bids. 
Projects for the maintenance or repair of streets, drains or sewers are excepted from 
the requirements of this section if the City Council determines that such work can be 
performed more economically by a City department than by contracting for the doing 
of such work. 
 
All bids shall be accompanied by either a certified or cashier's check, or a bidder's 
bond executed by a corporate surety authorized to engage in such business in 
California, made payable to the City, or such other form of bidder's security as the City 
Council establishes by ordinance. Such security shall be in an amount not less than 
that specified in the notice inviting bids or in an amount not less than ten percent of 
the aggregate amount of the bid. If the successful bidder neglects or refuses to enter 
into the contract, within the time specified in the notice inviting bids or in the 
specifications referred to therein, the amount of the bidder's security shall be declared 
forfeited to the City and shall be collected and paid into its general fund, and all bonds 
so forfeited shall be prosecuted and the amount thereof collected and paid into such 
fund. 
 
The City Council or Board of Public Utilities pursuant to Section 1202(b) may reject 
any and all bids presented and may readvertise in its discretion. 
 
The City Council, without advertising for bids, or after rejecting bids, or if no bids are 
received, may declare and determine that, in its opinion, based on estimates approved 
by the City Manager, the work in question may be performed better or more 
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economically by the City with its own employees or the supplies or materials may be 
purchased more economically on the open market, and after the adoption of a 
resolution to that effect by at least five six affirmative votes of the City Council may 
proceed to have said work done or said supplies or materials purchased in the manner 
stated, without further observance of the provisions of this section. Such contracts 
likewise may be let without advertising for bids if such work or supplies or materials 
shall be deemed by the City Council to be of urgent necessity for the preservation of 
life, health or property, and shall be authorized by resolution passed by at least five six 
affirmative votes of the City Council and containing a declaration of the facts 
constituting such urgency. 
 
Projects for the construction and/or improvement of any public utility operated by the 
City or for the purchase of supplies or equipment for any such utility may be excepted 
from the requirements of this section, provided the City Council so determines by at 
least five six affirmative votes.”  
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Sec. 404.- Vacancies 
 

A vacancy in an elective office, from whatever cause arising, except in the event 
of a successful recall, shall be filled by appointment by the City Council, such 
appointee to hold office until the first Tuesday following the next general municipal 
election and until his successor qualifies. At the next general municipal election 
following any vacancy, a successor shall be elected to serve for the remainder of any 
unexpired term. 

If a member of the City Council or the Mayor is absent from three consecutive 
regular meetings of the City Council, unless by permission of the City Council 
expressed in its official minutes, or is convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude, 
the office of such person shall become vacant. 

Within fourteen days from notice of the vacancy, Tthe City Council shall declare 
the existence of any vacancy in elected office, from whatever cause arising, except in 
the event of a successful recall.. In the event it shall fail to fill a vacancy by 
appointment within sixty days after such office shall have been so declared vacant, it 
shall cause an election to be held forthwith to fill such vacancy. 

 For vacancies in elected office with no more than one year remaining on the term from 
declaration of the vacancy, the City Council shall appoint to fill the vacancy for the 
remaining term within sixty days after such office shall have been declared vacant.  In the 
event the City Council fails to fill such vacancy by appointment within sixty days after such 
office shall have been declared vacant, the City Council shall cause an election to be held 
within one hundred twenty days to fill such vacancy. 
 
 For vacancies in elected office with more than one year remaining on the term, the 
City Council shall call a special election for the purpose of filling the vacancy for the 
remainder of the term.  Such special election shall be held within one hundred twenty 
days after such office shall have been declared vacant. 
 
 If in a special election to fill a vacancy for a member of the City Council for any ward, 
or for the office of Mayor, no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast for the office, 
the City Council shall immediately upon the determination of that fact, call a special runoff 
election to be held within ninety days.  The two candidates receiving the highest number 
of votes in the special election to fill the vacancy shall be declared the candidates for the 
special runoff election. 
 
 If for any election called pursuant to this section, there is a local or statewide election 
scheduled within one hundred eighty days after such office shall have been declared 
vacant, the City Council shall consolidate the special election with such local or statewide 
election. 
 
 Appointed officials shall not be permitted to reference “incumbent”, “member of the 
City Council”, “Mayor”, or other designation indicating incumbency in a Statement of 
Qualifications published in the sample ballot materials at the subsequent election for the 
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same seat.  
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Sec. 400.  Enumerated; number, term and manner of election; wards. 
 

(a) The elective officers of the City shall consist of a City Council of seven members, 
elected from wards, and a Mayor elected from the City at large, at the times and in 
the manner provided in this Charter, who shall serve for a term of four years and 
until their respective successors qualify. The terms of all officials, so elected, shall 
be deemed to have commenced on the fifth Tuesday following the general 
municipal election. 

 
(b) The members of the City Council shall be nominated and elected by wards by the 

registered voters of the respective wards only.  One member of the City Council 
shall be elected by each ward, and only the registered voters of each ward shall 
vote for the member of the City Council to be elected by that ward.  In those wards 
where there are more than two candidates, only a candidate receiving a majority 
of the total votes cast for the office shall be declared elected. 

 
(c) If in an election for a member of the City Council for any ward, or for the office of 

Mayor, no candidate receives a majority of the total votes cast for the office, the 
City Council shall immediately upon the determination of that fact, call a special 
election to be held on the first Tuesday following the first Monday of November of 
that same year same day as the statewide election of that same year, consistent 
with the general election date set by the State. The two candidates receiving the 
highest number of votes for the office in the general municipal election shall be 
declared the candidates for the special election. 

 
(d) Notwithstanding the paragraph above, if in the June 8, 2021, election for members 

of the City Council for Wards 2, 4, and 6, no candidate receives a majority of the 
total votes cast for the office, the City Council shall immediately upon the 
determination of that fact, call a special election to be held on November 2, 2021. 
The two candidates receiving the highest number of votes for the office in the June 
8, 2021, election shall be declared the candidates for the special election. 

 
(de) Officials elected at the general municipal election shall take office on the second 

Tuesday following completion of the canvass, but in no event later than the fifth 
Tuesday following the general municipal election. Officials elected at any other 
election shall take office on the second Tuesday following completion of the 
canvass, but in no event later than the fifth Tuesday following the election. 

 
(ef) The qualifications of candidates and electors and the procedure governing general 

municipal elections shall apply to any special election called pursuant to this 
section and the notice of election shall be published at least thirty days prior to the 
date of such special election.  

 
(f) Notwithstanding the above, an election shall be held on June 5, 2007, for the 

purpose of electing members of the City Council from Wards 1, 3, 5, and 7 for 
terms expiring in June 2011, or until their successors are elected and seated. 
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(g) Notwithstanding the above, an election shall be held on June 2, 2009, for the 

purpose of electing members of the City Council from Wards 2, 4, and 6 for terms 
expiring June 2013, or until their successors are elected and seated. 

 
(h) Notwithstanding the above, an election shall be held on November 3, 2009, for the 

purpose of electing the Mayor for a term expiring June 2012 or until their successor 
is elected and seated. 

 
 
Sec. 500.  General municipal elections. 
 

On June 8, 2021, an election for Councilmembers to represent Wards 2, 4 and 6 
shall be held.  Said term shall be for five (5) years and until their respective successors 
qualify.  Beginning in 2026 and thereafter, the Councilmembers’ terms shall be for four 
(4) years. 

Beginning in 2022, Ggeneral municipal elections for the election of the members 
of the City Council and for such other purposes as the City Council may prescribe shall 
be held in the City on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in June of each odd-
numbered year same day as the statewide election, consistent with the primary election 
date set by the State. 

Beginning in 2012, gGeneral municipal elections for the election of the Mayor shall 
be held on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in June the same day as the 
statewide election, consistent with the primary election date set by the State in United 
States Presidential election years. 
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Sec. 1404. – Charter, amending. 
 
This Charter, and any of its provisions, may be amended in accordance with the 
Constitution and laws of the State of California.  The City Council must submit any 
proposed Charter amendment, except for those proposed by voter initiative, to a Charter 
Review Committee for recommendation before the City Council places the Charter 
amendment proposal on a ballot. 
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Sec. 1115.  Annual Investigation Report. 
 

The City Council shall on an annual basis publish a comprehensive report 
specifying the nature of any material written complaint or whistleblower complaint 
alleging fraud, waste, abuse, or criminal conduct, the outcome of the City’s investigation 
of substantiated claims or complaints, and the annual budget (including internal costs) 
for such investigations.” 
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Sec. 1103.  Same—Further consideration, revision and adoption; availability to 
departments, etc. 
 

After the conclusion of the public hearing, the City Council shall further consider the 
proposed budget and make any revisions thereof that it may deem advisable and on or 
before the day preceding the start of the fiscal year, it shall adopt the budget. 

A copy of the adopted budget shall be placed, and shall remain on file, in the office 
of the City Clerk and copies shall be placed in all the public libraries in the City where they 
shall be available for public inspection, and a copy shall be placed on the City’s accessible 
website where it is available for public inspection and for the use of departments, offices, 
and agencies of the City.  The budget shall be reproduced and copies made available for 
the use of departments, offices and agencies of the City. 

 
 

Sec. 1104.  Same—Appropriations; transfer of funds. 
 

From the effective date of the budget, the several amounts stated therein as 
proposed expenditures shall be and become appropriated to the several departments, 
offices, agencies, and funds for the respective objects and purposes therein named.  All 
appropriations shall lapse at the end of the fiscal year to the extent that they shall not 
have been expended or lawfully encumbered, except for appropriations for City Council 
approved capital projects which shall continue to the completion of the capital projects 
unless a different rule has been established by action of the City Council. 

 
At any meeting after the adoption of the budget, the City Council may amend or 

supplement the budget by motion adopted by the affirmative votes of at least five 
members so as to authorize the transfer of unused balances appropriated to one 
department or fund to another department or fund, or to appropriate available funds not 
yet included in the budget. 

 
 

Sec. 1111.  Capital projects funds 
 

(a) Funds for capital projects are hereby created. Capital projects initiated by the City 
Council which only require approval by the City Council are provided for in 
subsection (b). Capital projects initiated by the City Council which also require 
approval by the voters are provided for in subsection (c). 

 
(b)  A City Council-approved capital project and funding shall remain for the 

established purpose and the appropriations therein shall carry over to the 
completion of each project, as set forth in Section 1104. When a capital project 
has been completed, the City Council may transfer any unexpended or 
unencumbered budget to any account similarly restricted. 

 
To the extent permitted by law, the City Council may levy and collect taxes for 
capital projects and may include in the annual tax levy a levy for such purposes in 
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which event it must apportion and appropriate to any such account or accounts the 
moneys derived from such levy. It may not, in making such levy, exceed the 
maximum tax rate provided for in this Charter, unless authorized by the affirmative 
votes of two-thirds of the electors voting on the proposition at any election at which 
such question is submitted. 

 
(c) An account for a voter approved capital project shall remain inviolate for the 

purpose for which it was created unless the use of such funds for other capital 
project purposes was authorized by the electors voting on such proposition at the 
general or special election at which such proposition was submitted. The majority 
or super-majority for passage of a voter approved capital project will depend on 
the enabling legislation under which it is proposed. Notwithstanding the above, the 
proposition approving a capital project may be amended as provided in the 
proposition or the enabling legislation. 

 
 

PREAMBLE 
 

We, the people of the City of Riverside believe in promoting an inclusive community with 
shared economic, environmental and cultural prosperity, equal civil and political rights, 
social harmony and cohesion, and opportunities for all governed by responsible and 
responsive public officials who promote citizen participation, as well as just, transparent 
and equitable tax and financial policies; and these beliefs are rooted in our desire to 
enhance the uniqueness of the City of Riverside. 
 
We, the people of the City of Riverside, to obtain and retain for ourselves the benefits of 
local government, do hereby exercise the express right granted by the Constitution and 
the statutes of the State of California and enact this Charter for the City of Riverside. 
 
 
Sec. 411.  Same—Citizen Person participation. 
 
Each citizen person shall have the right, personally or through counsel, to present 
comments at any regular meeting of the Council, or a Council standing or ad hoc 
committee, or offer suggestions with respect to municipal affairs. 


