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Design Team Point of View

• The Library is a completely different function and form than the Community Center

• The Library is more than 40’ away and not physically attached

• The two buildings are built in different era’s and should reflect their own time, construction methods and design sensibilities

• We believe each building should be distinctly unique and complementary to each other.

• The Library is expressed as an intimate glass pavilion in contrast to the heavy masonry of the Community Center

• Transferring character defining elements from the Community Center to the Library dilutes the uniqueness of the Library’s 

identity and confuses the legibility of what is the original heritage and what is new.

• The character identified in the following exhibits is tied to the traditional style of the masonry construction and does not 

transfer equally to a modernist glass pavilion neighbor. We recommend that each building stand beside each other with its 

own character.
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Design Team Response

1. We recognize and acknowledge the 

character of the Community Center that led 

to it’s designated Landmark Status in 1980.

EXHIBIT A
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Design Team Response

1. We have mirrored the same use of off 

white for the body of the Library building

The scale of the Library is much smaller 

so we have used one color to unify the building 

and create visual calmness. 

The single use of color also assists with 

ongoing ease of maintenance by reducing 

the need to store multiple color paints on site 

for touch ups etc. 

EXHIBIT B
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Design Team Response

2. These windows likely bring light into an 

interior stair. 

The Library is completely glazed, but the 

rhythm of the structure can be seen as 

repetitive in a similar way. 

3. The Library building has a clear entry 

portal frame identifying the entry to the building 

in a similar yet modern way.

EXHIBIT B
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Design Team Response

1. The Library also presents a repetitive rhythm of standardized 

bays that are appropriately scaled to the height of the building 

to create a friendly interior environment for the users.

2. Discussed in Exhibit B

3. The top of the column expression is a decorative element used 

at the time of the building's construction to tell a story or 

create ornamentation on the building and is not used in modern 

design and construction. 
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Design Team Response

3. In lieu, large graphic murals on the interior of the 

building in partnership with the community will express the 

unique cultural story of the neighborhood seen from the exterior

In addition, the exterior solar screen expresses a 

decorative pattern derived from the structure of the building. This 

patterning will become a character defining feature of the Library 

in a similar way over the years to come.
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Physical Separation

Library Building Community Center
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Entry PortalDecorative Screen Community Graphic Single Color Palette

Repetitive Structural 
Rhythm
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Decorative Screen Commuity Graphic
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Design Team Response

1. This expressed vent likely ventilates the attic of 

the building. The Library does not have an attic so 

there are not exterior louvers to express or 

reference to.

2. Discussed in Exhibit B
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Design Team Response

1. Discussed in Exhibit B
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Design Team Response

1. Discussed in Exhibit B. The Library is not part of a "campus" 

where common standards of color and material use are 

required. The transfer of color elements to the roof of the 

Library would lead to confusion about the identity of the 

Library.

2. The pedestrian pathway from University is not part of the scope 

of work boundary for the Library.

3. The parking lot is being reconfigured, restriped and landscaped. 

This also includes new parking lot lighting for added safety and 

public enhancement.

4. This would be an owner's consideration since it is outside the 

scope of work for the Library building.
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Design Team Response

1. Discussed in Exhibit B. 

2. Discussed in Exhibit B. 

3. Discussed in Exhibit B.

The exterior solar screen is designed to reflect a pattern 

found in the structure of the Library building. The elegant and 

refined pattern will become a character defining element of the 

Library building for years to come. 
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Design Team Response

1. The Library building has a single open floor plate where the flow 

of people is encouraged without encumbrance. The floor plate is 

supported by 3 elliptical cores that can be interpreted as 

related to the three parts of the Cesar Chavez Community 

Center identified.

2. The overall length of the Library is derived from the size of the 

program required. The project is meeting the budget 

requirements by only introducing elements required for the 

function of the Library. Modern design sensibilities discourage 

the use of additive elements that are not functionally required. 
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Design Team Response

3. The entry portal frame has been shifted one bay to the left of 

the image to strengthen the relationship to the information 

desk on the interior. The expression of the entry portal frame in 

addition to the massing and crescent form of the building 

contributes greatly to the orientation of pedestrians to the 

front door by creating a welcome plaza on the concave side of 

the building with the entry door as the keystone of the arch in 

plan.
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Design Team Response

4. The relationship and regulating lines between the two buildings is 

very difficult to experience. 

The plan relationship of the two buildings will create a very 

different experience than the straight on comparison view of the 

exhibit. The Library has been designed to meet the needs of it's 

program and budget. There is a general alignment of the roof line 

to the mid point of the Community Center building and we are 

unable to lower the roof due to minimum clearance requirements 

or raise the roof due to increased cost of exterior envelope.
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Open Interior Floor Plan

Centralized Entry Portal
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Centralized Entry Portal

LIBRARY DESIGN
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Community Murals Seen from 
Exterior

LIBRARY DESIGN
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3 Part Building Expression

Centralized Entry Portal
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3 Part Building Expression

Discontinous relationship 
between building facades

LIBRARY DESIGN
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Design Team Response

1. The assessed three-part relationship of the Cesar Chavez 

Community Center building relates to the historic internal planning 

of the building, to provide access to light and natural ventilation and 

is not transferrable to the Library where the form is derived from a 

different function. The central element of the Community Center is 

also a characteristic of the Mission Style architecture of the time 

and does not exist in the modernist pavilion architecture.
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Design Team Response

2. The exterior expression of the Library is derived by a direct 

response to the internal planning of the building to create a holistic 

and integrated architectural expression that is honest about its 

interior function.

The entry frame is a 4' deep projection beyond the exterior 

envelope of the building to indicate the building entrance and is 

currently located in the center of the building with equal structural 

bays on either side.
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Design Team Response

3. The V shaped columns are required seismic bracing. Rather than 

typical vertical columns with multiple brace frames throughout the 

building, the design team has merged the two into one single V that 

performs both the gravity and lateral function of the structure. The 

V columns are a major character defining element of the building 

design and create a lightness of the roof by eliminating the 

heaviness of the vertical column and extensive structural seismic 

bracing.
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Design Team Response

1. See response to comment 8(4) above regarding 

relationship between buildings and regulating lines.
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Design Team Response

1. Multicolor tile has been removed from the project and 

replaced with concrete shadow reveals.

2. New tree selections and locations have been made to reflect 

budget and passive supervision, and safety strategies.

3. A landscape plan has been submitted and includes a variety 

of exterior landscape surfaces.
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Varied Building Height as 
Experienced

LIBRARY DESIGN

Entry Portal Expression

V Shaped Columns are an Integral Part of 
Design and Seismic Requirements


