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PROCEEDI NGS
(On the record)

CHAIR NEWVMAN:  All right. So | wll go ahead
and formally call this nmeeting to order. And the phone
| ines are open for itemnunber one. And | did want to
ask also if the city clerk can go ahead and provide the
instructions for calling in to the neeting today, if
necessary.

MS. GAUSE: Thank you, Chair Newman.

For public comment, you may cal
(669) 900-6833. Meeting |ID nunber 92696991265. Press
star nine to be placed in the queue to speak when the
agenda itemis called. |Individuals in the queue wl|
be pronpted to unnmute by pressing star six to speak.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: Ckay. Thank you so nuch.

Vell, we're waiting to see if there's anyone
else -- or any public conment that will be comng in
t hrough the phone Iines. | do want to go ahead and

read a public coment that we did receive online. So
this one is an anonynmous coment that was submtted,
and that was at 7:03 p.m on the 5th of Cctober.

The comment states, Council nenber Pl ascencia
posted on social nedia saying everything that Labor Day
stands for is what Republicans and their white voter

base hate; fair wages, vacation benefits, paid sick
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days, heal thcare, equal pay for wonen, unions, et
cetera, which was already brought to the ethics --
ethics board. And let's face it, she got a slap on the
wist. And once again she's being brought up on ethics
charges. In July of 2020, the city council adopted a
resolution entitled, racismis a public health crisis,
whi ch provides that mandatory racial equality training
and inplicit bias training.

On Cctober 2020, the city council approved a
Riverside antiraci smvision fornul ated by the mayor's
mul ticultural forum Wthin ten mnutes of this
training, it goes into the different types of racism
It describes institutional racismas creates advantage
for white people over people of color and it descri bes
structural racismas -- gives advantages to white
peopl e, which give disadvantages to people of color.
was as baffled when it specifically said white people
and not one group over the other.

How i s this considered biased training? How
Is it that council nmenbers that voted for mandatory
racismtraining are the ones proving to be racist,
t hensel ves? When Antifa and |ike groups cane into
downt owmn Ri verside |ast year and caused great division,
destruction, violence, vandalism et cetera, you did

not see -- see Council menber Fierro and Counci | member
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Pl ascenci a say anything or do anything about it.

| nstead, they erected a chain-link fence around Cty
Hal | and other city businesses -- businesses downtown
as protection. Downtown busi nesses boarded up their
pl aces in hopes no damage woul d occur. Curfews were
enforced to help police and sheriff keep our cities
safe, but where will the council menbers -- where were
t he counci |l menbers then?

| don't remenber Mayor Lock Dawson saying
anything. As someone running for mayor, you think she
woul d have. Wy were groups that caused so nuch hate
and destruction and a ot of extra to be spent by the
city to keep us safe wel coned with what seens |ike open
arms; but two U S. representatives that wanted to speak
in a closed setting were stopped due to council menber
-- Counci |l nenbers Fierro, Plascencia, Cervantes, and
Mayor Lock Dawson strong-arm ng the convention center
and then lying and using their social nedia platforns
in an illegal nmanner to stop sonething they did not
agree wth?

This is what nmakes Anerica great, or at |east
used to, our rights to our views and to be able to
express themin a nonviolent way. Wy are they
infringing on freedomof speak rights? Wy is it okay

for a radical group like Antifa to cone into our city,
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and no one uses their social nedia platformto try and
stop then?? | hope you understand how hard this is for
me to wite and hopefully stay anonynous. CQur rights
as citizens are very inportant to me. And the clear
raci sm and one-si dedness of these people in office
needs to stop.

And that was the end of that public coment.
| do also see that there are two speakers waiting in
chanbers, so I'd like to call the first speaker
forward, please.

MS. GAUSE: Karen Satino (phonetic).

M5. SATINO Can | turn nmy tinme over to her,
and we can swtch? [|'ll go second.

M5. GAUSE: Pam Nesser .

MS. SATINO  Thank you.

M5. NESSER H . I|I'mreally sad that the
counci | nenbers weren't made to be here, but maybe
that's normal. M nane is Pam Nesser, and | was born
in Rverside. | aman Arerican. That is ny birthright
and ny heritage. | can go where | want. | can say
what | please. | can read. And | can listen to what

interests nme. The docunent that supports ny ability to
do this is the Bill of Rights. These are ny rights,
not a privilege. These are your rights also.

| amnot a cog in the city council's wheel,
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nor am| a robot to be directed nmechanically by a
dictator or those who have set thenselves up on a
pedestal, where they do not belong. M interest is in
keeping nyself and ny famly safe and free and to say
and listen to what we feel is right.

A year ago |last summer, the city -- city
chose to inpose a curfew on | aw abi di ng Ri verside
citizens. Businesses had to board up or shut down to
stay safe so that Antifa and BLM protestors could
attenpt to destroy our city. The next norning ny
husband and | woke up to graffiti painted in our
nei ghbor hood, wall, and fences. Were were these three
counci | nenbers then? Was it because their thoughts and
beliefs aligned with those on the destructive side? |
do believe so. Is this what they bring to our
community? | do believe it.

Wien Marjorie Taylor G eene and Matt Gaetz
were scheduled to cone to Riverside, many of us made
plans to attend; however, the event was cancelled, al
the while, while our city council is saying hateful
untrut hs about the speakers and the events. Isn't it
ironic that it was them causing the problens by what
they said to our community? They said, and put it in
print, that these speakers had no place in Riverside.

Yes, they do. To ne, this is the height of arrogance
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and duplicity.
Ironically, these two speakers, did gather
outside of City Hall in front of Benjam n Franklin,
quote on the First Amendnent and free speech. | have

the entire event recorded. There was no hate spoken,
only I anguage about freedom and | ove of country;
however, we were surrounded by the people who screaned
obscenities and shouted hateful slurs. Antifa and BLM
were on both sides of us, but we felt safe because of
the security that these speakers had provided and al so
Ri verside Police Departnent and their amazing officers.
We coul d have been harned, but not because of what the
speakers were saying, but rather that the hateful
rhetoric of three council people put out.

W have had enough, and we do not bow down to
what they think is appropriate. W are free peopl e,
and we intend on staying free and saying and |istening
to what we want.

MALE SPEAKER: At all costs.

MS. NESSER At all costs.

CHAIR NEWWMAN:  Ch, thank you. And -- and if
we didn't catch nanme and ward, | believe that we're
supposed to provide that or state that at the beginning
unl ess the person wants to be anonynous.

If that's not accurate, someone pl ease
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correct ne, but --
M5. NESSER: |'min Ward 3.
CHAIR NEWWMAN: -- we're ready for the next.
MS. GAUSE: The nane is called -- the next

speaker --

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Ch.

MS. GAUSE: -- is Karen Satino.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: | apol ogi ze. Yeah, | didn't
hear that.

M5. GAUSE: We're on --

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Thank you.

MS. GAUSE: -- item nunber one, which is
publ i c coment .

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Yeah.

MS. GAUSE. Item nunber one and Karen Sati no.

CHAI R NEWMAN:  Thank you.

MS. SATINO Hello. First of all, I'd like to
read sonmething really quick about what diversity
actually is, is a range of human differences, included
but not limted to sex, race -- race, ethnicity,
gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, social
cl ass, physical ability and attributes, religious or
ethic values system national origin, and political
bel i ef s.

|'mreading here in this Press-Enterprise
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article about Gaby Pl ascencia saying Riverside is a
di verse and inclusive community, diverse neaning
political as well. And she's claimng that this event
was not allowed in our comunity because Riverside is a
di verse and inclusive comunity, but political beliefs
In her mnd were not one of those.

The Code of Ethics that you guys have for
t hese council nenbers is -- has just been so blatantly
throwm to the side, and they have done whatever they
chose to do against this community in their own viewto
not allow this event. There is another conment about
Cervantes al so objected to the message that they
anticipated was going to happen at this event. How can
you anticipate what these people would even say? And
it is not aligned wth the core values of diversity and
inclusion. Hwmm that's interesting. Diversity is to
protect political belief.

Anot her Counci | menber Chuck Conder even said
on that day that, to nme this is truly constitutiona
| ssue, the right of the free speech, period. He spent
a career in mlitary fighting for constitutional
rights. What happened to that in this comunity?

The other thing | would like to point is that
Gaby Pl ascencia has, in the past, had these sane ethic

viol ations cone up against her. Wy is she still as a
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menber of council wth no sanctions against her? You
clearly I ook back in June of this year, and she
bel i eves that she was targeted because she is a
Hi spani c fenal e.

Ckay. Well, let's talk about that for a
mnute. If this was a man attacking a Hispanic femal e
doing the sanme thing she did, would that white nman
still be on the council? Wuld he have been
sancti oned? Because she is a Hispanic female, was it
over|l ooked that she could go ahead and do this? And I
woul d like to point out that this is setting a horrible
precedent. If this is allowed over and over and over
w th soneone who has that kind of authority, what are
we saying to our comunity? That we cannot trust the
people that are elected to work for us, to protect us,
to be diverse and inclusive?

| think it's very sad that these politica
nmotivations, when soneone has this type of duty put in
front of them the office isn't doing anything about
it. The code -- the Code of Ethics, Constitution,
everything is on our side; and yet nothing is being
done. Thank you for your tine.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: Ckay. Thank you. And I did
want to go ahead and confirmwe did not have any

callers in the queue for this item but | was just
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notified that we do have one nore additional speaker in
chanbers, so we'll go ahead and | et that person present
as wel | .

MS. GAUSE: Joe Santi no.

MR. SANTINO Good evening. M name is Joe
Santino. | only cone with pen in hand. | don't have a
speech witten up. | cone to say that diversity has to
do with also people with a desire to push forward and
to equally work with everybody around them and al so
take all effort and abilities and opportunities that
t hey have.

| am Hi spanic, Mexican, first generation. M
parents are from Mexico. | cone froma long |ine of
peopl e that work hard and acconplish a | ot because they
had the desire, the efforts. W don't put back and
say, hey, is this fair? No, we just push against it,
okay? So that to have an attitude of, oh, we -- well,
peopl e are being resistant and don't have the
opportunities; the opportunities are there, okay?
Everyt hi ng takes work.

| actually live in the sane block, in the
cul -de-sac that Councilwonman Gaby Pl ascencia |ives on.
And when she was naking her rounds around, when she was
running for that position, | already |let her know I was

not on her side. And she nade a statenent to ne and
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said, well, that's what America is all about; everybody
has an equal opportunity to believe what they believe,
right? And | see this right here is her just giving nme
word of nmouth and gunm ng it because she doesn't
believe in that.

Wth this action, and the actions of the rest
-- of Councilman Fierro, shows the sane thing, that
they're just using their position, their ability to
push their beliefs on other people. And who is their
support? Well, there's a few people in her own
cul -de-sac, which isn't all that big, that don't agree
wth her. So she's not representing her ward ideally,
as well as | don't believe the rest of themare either.

And that this ability or neglect of allow ng
outsi de i deas, sounds |ike everything is com ng down
fromthe -- the universities, the colleges, every woke
I dea is comng down into our city; and that is not
right. To be diversified nmeans all ow ng everybody the
opportunity. | look white, but I"'mnot white. [|'m
Mexi can. But guess what, | amwhite. W're all -- and
It doesn't matter. W should be all colorblind. Not
what our -- our heritage is.

Because, you know, we -- we've got cultures,
we've got different cultures, and that's great, and we

can cel ebrate those things; but don't press themon
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everybody el se and say, oh, you're abused, you're --
nowit's ny turn to overshadow you. No. Equality, not
equity. Equality. Thank you.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: Ckay. Thank you. | do show
that there is also an additional speaker in the chamber
as well. So we'll go ahead and take that person
forward, please.

M5. GAUSE: Thank you, Chair Newman. | also
note, because in the chanbers we can't see those
menbers attending virtually, we just want to make --
make it known that Mayor Lock Dawson, Council menber
Cervantes, and Council nmenber Fierro are present at the
meeting virtually.

The next speaker --

CHAI R NEWVMAN:  Thank you so nuch.

M5. GAUSE: -- is Paul Interrante.

MR I NTERRANTE: Thank you for letting ne
speak. | spoke after this -- after this event and gave
my two cents to Council nenber Fierro for his actions

that were not befitting of a councilnenber. And so now

' m 1l ooking for -- |I'm|looking for repercussions for
the actions that were not acceptable. And as -- as was
stated earlier, | know that Council nenber Plascencia

had been found guilty on other itens in the past, and

t here was no repercussi ons what soever.
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And so if there's not a nethod for punishnent
or repercussions that actually do sonething, then
think that needs to change. Because, you know, we have
freedons, and we can't have elected officials just take
t hose away. And over, you know, about half of our
city, would align nore with the Arerica First rally
that was going to -- that was schedul ed to take place
at the convention center. And the convention center,
itself, was the one that booked it, and they supported
it.

And so the fact that it was cancell ed neant
that there was pressure to be cancel |l ed and that
pressure cane fromthe council nenbers' actions and that
isn't acceptable at all. That's a wong use of their
position. So we are the public, we're the people, and
we' re speaking up and we're saying that we want to see
sone response and sone action agai nst these
infractions. So I'll be -- I'lIl be happy to see the
responses that cone as a result. So thanks for the
time.

MS. GAUSE: Qur next speaker is Lisa Jones.

M5. JONES. | got woke about |ast year when
all this started going on, and what | got woke to is
the reality that we have a bunch of progressive people

on our city council. Riverside needs to wake up,
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becone involved, start paying attention, and nake a
stand because | do not believe they speak for the
majority of Riverside people. They're pronoting a
progressi ve conmuni st, what he just said about |earning
in the universities, type agenda, and it's been very
covert thus far; but it's been woken up, so it's tine
for us to wake up.

Wth that, it's very obvious, fromtheir --
their dealings that they just did with this -- these
speakers, that they want to control the narrative, and
they' re doing whatever they have to, to do so. $So they
need to be held accountable for that.

| watched the ethics commttee, the four-hour
ethics neeting for her, for Plascencia's first hearing,
and Councilman Fierro was a yes-man. He was very
vague. He didn't say if he read her thing that she
signed or if he even knew what was going on with it.
He's a yes-man for her. So there's an agenda behind
there that's really sickening, and it's time to -- to
pay attention. They should be held accountabl e.

The mayor was very di sappointing in her
coments this time. The fact that she did not have any
consequences before fromher guilty verdict of the
ethics is very disappointing. And | think what they're

tal ki ng about in changing that obviously needs to
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happen.

And I'mgoing to just end with this quote of
Gaby after that first ethics hearing, and this is Gaby
Pl ascencia, our city council nenber, who we woul d hope
woul d be ethical running our city, but, "Nowhere in the
city charter does it say | have to follow the path of
the Code of Ethics process.” That's her own words.

That says a lot right there. People, pay attention.
Thank you.

CHAI R NEWWMAN: Ckay. And do we have any ot her
speakers present at the chanber?

MS. GAUSE: No ot her speakers in the chanber.
We have one speaker in the queue.

CHAIR NEWVAN:  Yes, | did see that
notification. So it says that we do have one caller
comng in. So we'll give it a few seconds since | know
the technology takes a little bit to be able to put the
person in so that --

MALE SPEAKER: Hello. AmI in this neeting?

CHAI R NEWMAN: -- (indiscernible) their
comment .

MS. GAUSE. Yes, we can hear you. Go ahead.

MALE SPEAKER: Hello. GCkay.

M5. GAUSE: Yes, you --

MALE SPEAKER My comment - -
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MS. GAUSE: Oh.

MALE SPEAKER: 1'd like to first say that ny
comrent is not of a personal matter towards these
officials, but rather one of free speech. | do not
know, nor have | ever net, these public officials in
this matter. And with all due respect, believe ne, |
felt that the comments nade regarding the G eene (aetz
rally were inappropriate of an officer in the
prof essional capacity. The Congress nenbers were not
white suprenmaci st Ku Klux Kl an nmenbers espousing hate
speech, but rather a father, a nother, a brother, a
sister, an uncle, an aunt who have famly, who |ove
this country as you do.

| thought it was unethical and partisan to
publicly condemm and criticize this event. After all,
public officials do represent a diverse constituency
regardl ess of their political beliefs. Wat happened
excluded residents' rights to support their Congress
menbers and rights to attend this event. W do not
hire public officials to discrimnate as to our choices
wthin the city, but rather to make deci sions
pertaining to the governing matters that pertain to the
Cty of Riverside. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: Ckay. Thank you. And we do

not have any further callers in the queue. Wth no
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nore speakers in chanber, we will go ahead and cl ose
public comment for this first item And we'll go ahead
and nove on to our second itemthat we have on our
agenda, that's going to be for the prehearing
conference for the Code of Ethics conplaint filed by
Sel ma Kelly agai nst Council nenbers Fierro and
Cervantes, Mayor Pro Tem Pl ascenci a, and Mayor Lock
Dawson.

And | do know that the city clerk did nention
that a few of themwere online virtually to attend this
meeting, but if | could go ahead, please, and have the
parties that are present as a part of this conplaint
identify thensel ves, please, that would be great.

MS. GAUSE: Chair Newman.

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Yes.

M5. GAUSE: Ms. Kelly is here in the chanbers
present.

CHAI R NEWMAN: Ckay. Thank you. And there
are no other persons online, other than the two that
you -- was it two --

M5. GAUSE: So we'll note for the record
that --

CHAIR NEWMAN: -- that you --

M5. GAUSE: -- Mayor Lock Dawson,

Counci | nember Cervantes, and Council nenber Fierro is
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present.

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Ckay, perfect. Thank you.

All right. And then the first matter for the
hearing panel here to address is going to be that |

Wl now ask city clerk to confirmthat all conplaint

procedures have been filed. If you --
MS. GAUSE: Chair Newman --
CHAIR NEWMAN: -- can identify all of the

procedure requirements for the conplaint have been
filed, then please let me know. Thank you.

M5. GAUSE: Yes. Chair Newman and board
menbers, | have determned that all -- all the
conpl ai nt procedures have been followed for the filing
of the conplaint.

CHAI R NEWWMAN: Ckay. Thank you

Al right. And then on -- | wll now go
ahead and ask al so the hearing panel to discuss whether
the conplaint -- sorry. One second. Ckay. And | did
-- | did review the conplaint as well to view whether
t he conplaint was against a public official, the
conplaint alleges a violation of one or nore prohibited
conduct sections of the code, and the conplaint does
not restate allegations of violation that were subject
to a previous conplaint. | did not find any issues

wth those requirenents.
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| f anyone el se did or has anything further to
add on that, | would like to say that that conplaint
does neet all of those requirenments as well. Does
anyone on the panel dissent? Ckay. Hearing none, we
can nove on to the next matter.

| would like to call for a notion to determ ne
-- oh, sorry. So we -- the second matter for us to
address is whether the parties, if there is a desire by
the parties to settle this matter.

MS. WLSON. Chair Newman, if -- if | mght,
this is assistant attorney Susan W/|son, you should
call for a notion at this point to determne, so the
hearing panel can formally determine if the conplaint
does or does not conply with all of these requirenents.
That requires a notion by your hearing panel.

CHAI R NEWMAN:  Thank you.

Ckay. So as | didn't hear any dissent, if |
coul d pl ease have the panel -- or request for soneone
to make a notion that all of the requirements were
satisfied.

MEMBER KEEN. Chair Newran, before you --
before we make a notion on that, | do have a question,
| guess a point-of-order question. Based on the
di scussion we had with the outside counsel regarding

the |l ast prehearing during our ethics neeting before
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this, do we have any concerns about people on this
panel being in wards of sonme of the conpl ai nants on
this conplaint?

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Yes, thank you, Menber Keen. |
did reach out to the city council -- I'msorry -- to
the city clerk and the assistant attorney prior to this
nmeeting to double check that this was not applicable to
this particular hearing, and I was told it was not.
But | can, if you'd like, go ahead and have the city
clerk speak to that now while we're in the hearing as
well to assure the public also.

MEMBER KEEN. Yes, we should probably do that.

MS. GAUSE: Thank you, Chair Newman. | wll
defer to city attorney Susan W/ son.

MS. WLSON: Thank you, city clerk.

This is the assistant city attorney Susan
Wl son. Riverside Minicipal Code 2.80.040 provides
that if a -- if the conplaint concerns a city
counci | menber, any nenber of the board residing in that
counci | menber's ward shall be disqualified from
participating on the hearing panel. And | wll ask the
-- the city clerk for verification, but none of the
menbers of the hearing panel currently qualify for that
precl usi on because the -- they do not reside in the

war ds of the council menbers agai nst who the conpl ai nt
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I's brought. The conplaint -- the code is silent as to
the mayor. There is no such preclusion regarding a
conpl ai nt brought against a -- against the nayor.

There's no requirenent that a nenber of the board, who
resides wthin the city, since the mayor is elected by
the entire city is required -- is disqualified from
participating on the panel.
CHAI R NEWWVAN:  Ckay.

Any further discussion on that?

Thank you.
Ckay.
w || go ahead and nove on to the

Heari ng none, then

next as well with the -- ask if the parties present if

there is a desire by the parties to settle this matter

prior to --
MS. W LSON
CHAI R NEWWVAN:
MS. W LSON
have a notion --
CHAI R NEWVAN:
MS. W LSON
CHAI R NEWWVAN:
M5. W LSON
CHAI R NEWWAN:
correct.
MS. W LSON
CHAI R NEWWVAN:

If I mght, chair --
-- to --
Chair Newran, we still have to
Yeah.
-- for the hearing panel to --
h.
-- determ ne.
| apol ogi ze. You're absolutely
Thanks.
Can we have that notion on --
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fromthe hearing panel, itself, that all of the
requirements that we're required to nake sure are
present are accounted for? OCkay. Menber Huerta woul d
| i ke to speak.

MEMBER HUERTA: | wll nake a notion that the
docunent that we've been presented with does neet the
requirements in Riverside Minicipal Code for
(i ndiscernible).

MEMBER KEEN. This is Menber Keen. | second
t he notion,

CHAI R NEWWMAN: Ckay. Thank you.

And, clerk, if we could please have a call, a
roll call.

MS. GAUSE: Board Menber Ford.

MEMBER FORD:  Yes.

MS. GAUSE: Board Menber Huerta.

MEMBER HUERTA:  Yes.

MS. GAUSE: Board Menber Keen.

MEMBER KEEN:. Yes.

MS. GAUSE: Chair Newman.

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Yes.

MS. GAUSE: Mbtion carries.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: Ckay. Thank you

And now, the long awaited, is there a desire

by the parties present to resolve this matter prior to
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moving forward with our prehearing?

M5. WLSON: And -- and, Chair Newran, at this
time, if -- if Ms. Kelly is present in the chanbers, if
she wants to conme forward and -- and -- and address
whet her or not there's a desire for the parties to
settle the matter, that -- that's the opportunity. And
excuse me for junping in here, it's just because the --

|f you want to cone forward, Ms. Kelly, to

speak --

CHAI R NEWVAN:  On.

M5. WLSON. -- you have to conme forward to
t he m crophone so the public can hear you. And -- and
apol ogi es, because the hearing panel is -- is virtual,
and -- and the city clerk and | are sitting here, so

we're trying to --

MALE SPEAKER:  Your m crophone isn't on.

MS. KELLY: Oh, oh. See, | -- | don't know
what |' m doi ng.

MALE SPEAKER: It's okay. You're good.

MS. KELLY: Now? Ch, hi. Ckay. And I'm
sorry, I'mnew at this process, | don't know what the
el ements of a settlenent are or if there's even one
available. | don't know. Can -- can | find out nore
i nformation through some ot her avenue?

CHAIR NEWWAN. O course. So --
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MS. KELLY: Ckay.

CHAIR NEWVMAN: -- basically it's just -- oh,
so it would be --

M5. KELLY: Hold --

CHAIR NEWVMAN: -- a matter of if there's
anything that we can facilitate as far as di scussion
between the parties, if there's sonme sort of resolution
or sonething that you would be -- that woul d satisfy
your conplaint --

MS. KELLY: Uh- huh.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: -- about the -- that the
parties that you filed the conplaint against can offer
t hat woul d resolve the issue without having to go
t hrough a formal hearing.

MS. KELLY: GCkay. So ny friends here are
telling me to say no, so l'mgoing to take their
advice. And | don't know what the el enents of a
settlement are anyway. So |I'll just confer with sone
ot her people to find out nore because |I'mnew at this.
Sorry.

CHAI R NEWVMAN:  Understood. No, that's fine.
And that --

M5. KELLY: Yes.

CHAIR NEWVMAN: -- that is your right. Not --

not a problem
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MS. KELLY: GCkay. Can | go?

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Yeah.

MS. KELLY: GCkay. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Yeah, yes.

Ckay. So as we've been inforned, there's not

any sort of resolution that we can settle on prior to

moving forward with the matter, so we'll go ahead and
move forward. The third matter -- matter for this
panel to address is going to be, | will now ask the

hearing panel to review the submtted evi dence and
determne if evidence is irrelevant and should be
deenmed as adm ssible. So | believe we have one fornmal
pi ece of evidence, which is the article from-- the
newspaper article that was submtted for evidence by
the Press-Enterprise -- fromthe Press-Enterprise,

Can we go ahead and nove forward with
di scussion on that evidence that was submtted, the
nature of the conplaint, and whet her any of that
i nformati on provided was or seen -- could be seen as
irrelevant to this particular conplaint?

Ckay. So |I'mjust going through the
paperwork that we received.

MEMBER KEEN:. Menber Ford has her hand rai sed.

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Ch, apol ogi es.

Go ahead, Menber Ford.
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MEMBER FORD: Well, okay. |1'mlooking at the
Press-Enterprise article. It does seemrelevant unless

the parties in question are going to indicate they
didn't nake the statenents; but if they are conceding
that they nmade these statenents, then | think that the
Press-Enterprise -- the Press-Enterprise article is
relevant to her issue. So | don't see an issue with
it, but if someone has a different opinion, than | -- |
am al |l ears.

CHAI R NEWMAN:  Thank you. | -- | do have a
questi on.

Ch, go ahead, Menber Huerta. | do show that
you would like to speak. And then | wll go ahead and
give ny opinion as well.

MEMBER HUERTA: | have concerns any tine the
evidence is a docunent for which the authors are not
present. | always take what | read on the internet or
in a publication, any publication, at face val ue and
not necessarily as an accurate reflection of things
that transpire. So | do not have the sane confidence
that my -- ny counterpart, ny peer Menber Ford, has
that this is truly an accurate reflection; but | am
wlling to accept it in as part of the evidence from
our conpl ai nant.

MEMBER FORD: And, doria, | conpletely agree
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wth you. W shouldn't just take this Press-Enterprise
article as face value, but because we have the
conpl ai nants here, if there is an issue with what they
were quoted as saying, then we -- you know, she, |
guess, woul d have the opportunity to question them on
that and explore that further. So definitely agree

W th you with that comment.

CHAI R NEWWMAN: Ckay. Thank you.

| would like to bring up in, you know,
reading the full conplaint --

Yes, actually, Menber Huerta, we were able to
hear your -- your conment about the validity and -- and
taking the article at face val ue.

In reading the -- the conplaint, you know,
fromny interpretation of -- of what | was reading, was
that the conplaint really was --

Ch, okay. Apologies. So l'mhearing -- |I'm
hearing now fromthe clerk that Menber Huerta, we are
not able to hear your comments in chanber. W here on
the virtual side are able to hear what you stated, but
i f | could possibly have you repeat that and go ahead
and try to put your headphones in so that the people in
chanmbers m ght be able to hear your comment, that would
be greatly appreciated.

Ckay. And Menber Huerta is going to be
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resetting her speaker, so we'll give her a few nonents.
Wiile she is doing that, | did want to just bring up,
you know, fromny own interpretation of, you know, this
conplaint, as | read it, the conplaint is citing that
the conplainant feels that their civil rights of
freedom of speech were viol ated because the -- because
of the event that they wanted to book at our convention
center was cancel | ed.

And -- and, you know, agreed that if -- if
t he council menbers in the conplaint did directly nake
efforts to have that cancelled, | -- | would be in
agreenent, but the -- the way that | read it was that
It involves the people in question working to actually
cancel this event. And fromthe quotes that are posted
I n the newspaper, you know, | -- | read it as an
expression of their opinions. | didn't -- | didn't see
anything in the conplaint regarding -- or anything in
t he evidence showi ng that -- a quote that, you know, an
adm ssion of -- of trying to have the event cancell ed.

| did read that they didn't -- were not in
agreenent with the event being hosted at the convention
center, but, you know, the evidence that | -- that |
sawis, is that they were not in agreenent. There's
nothing -- but there's a -- there's a big difference

bet ween opi nion and action and intent. So maybe | just
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read the nuances incorrectly, | don't know, but | would
just offer that up for discussion.

Before -- | do show that Menber Keen woul d
| i ke to speak as well, but | would Iike to give an
opportunity for Menber -- Menber Huerta, if her
techni cal issues are resolved, to go ahead and repeat
the comment that you nade previously.

MEMBER HUERTA: Can | be heard in chanbers
now? Can you hear ne?

M5. WLSON: Yes, we can hear you.

MEMBER HUERTA: Very good. | expressed
concern about the Press-Enterprise article and whet her
or not, and -- and this may be the incorrect tine to
di scuss this, whether or not it truly has the weight of
evidence wthout the authors of this article present to
validate and verify the statenments that were allegedly
made by any of the parties in here that they quoted,
not just the parties who allegations have been made
agai nst, but any of the parties. | amwlling though
to leave it in the packet as evidence because | think
that we will be nmoving forward to di scuss whether or
not the evidence that has been presented supports the
validity of a conplaint.

CHAI R NEWMAN: Ckay. Thank you.

And then | do have Menber Keen wanting to
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speak, so go -- please go forward.
MEMBER KEEN: | -- | have the same concerns as

Menber Huerta does about us not having the author of
the article there to verify what they've said, but I
al so do agree with Menber Ford. W have the people who
were quoted who can verify if they were quoted
correctly or not. | do think that this piece of

evi dence can stay in the packet and is relevant to the
conmplaint as it was witten. | do have concerns about
the conplaint, itself, though, but | don't knowif this
Is the time where we woul d nove.

| think this evidence is applicable and
should be allowed to stay in this packet if we are to
nmove to a hearing.

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Yeah. W do have the next --
the next matter would be to consider whether the
conpl ai nant has shown that the evidence, if it was
taken as true, nmore than likely or not, shows a
potential of violation of the prohibited conduct. So
per haps, you know, your conments would be suited there,
Menber Keen.

But okay, any other further discussion in
regard to the submtted evidence being irrel evant or
relevant to this case? | do -- | did hear the three of

you feeling it was relevant. | don't know if we want
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to give a nonent to the folks that are here that are
part of the people who the conplainants -- the people
who were being conpl ai ned against, | don't know if they

feel confortable, would |like to address that question
that the panel here has as far as whether those quotes
were accurate, as they are there to be able to speak to
the truth of them

M5. WLSON: If -- if | mght, Chair Newran,
what -- what the --

CHAI R NEWMAN:  Yeah.

M5. WLSON: -- what the -- the Riverside
Muni ci pal Code has a specific -- has a specific process
for the hearing panel to follow for the prehearing.
And the stage that you are at right now is not
review ng the accuracy of the evidence or the weight of
t he evidence. You're just determ ning whether or not
any evidence is irrelevant and shoul d be deened
| nadm ssible. And if any nmenber w shes to nake a
nmotion to exclude any of the evidence as irrelevant and
| nadm ssible, it would not be included at the -- at a
hearing of this matter.

So | would -- | would just want to caution
the panel that we're just talking about adm ssibility
of evidence right now, not the weight or the substance

of the -- of the evidence.
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CHAI R NEWVMAN:  Understood. Thank you for your
direction.

So but I'Il -- 1"Il go ahead and state again,
as |'ve heard, | -- | feel that every -- |'ve heard
opi nions about the article and the relevancy of this
panel, so if | -- if | could ask for soneone to make a
notion to go ahead and state that any evi dence
submtted is relevant, there's nothing that we would
like to renove as irrelevant as part of this packet.

MS. WLSON. If -- if | mght, Chair Newran,
the code provides, and I'll read that, the -- the
hearing panel reviews the submtted evidence, and if
determned by a magjority vote that any such evidence is
irrelevant to the issues raised in the conplaint, then
the evidence will be deened inadm ssible. You don't
have to make a notion to accept evidence as adm ssi bl e.
You only nmake a notion if you wish to renove evidence
as inadm ssible. Just for point of clarification.

CHAI R NEWWVAN:  Ckay. Thank you for that
di stinction.

So | don't -- it doesn't seemlike we wll
have any notion for that. So we'll go ahead and nove
on to the next matter, which the hearing panel wll now
consi der whet her conpl ai nant has shown that the

evidence, if taken as true, nore |likely than not, shows
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a potential violation of prohibited conduct of the Code
of Ethics. So I'll up to discussion on that matter.

M5. WLSON: And -- and if | -- if | may,
Chair Newman, there are specific provisions in the
Board of Ethics Hearing Rules, Section 7L and 7M which
t he conpl ainant has. You -- you mght wish to rem nd
t he conpl ai nant of those sections.

CHAI R NEWVMAN:  Yes, thank you.

So | wll go ahead and read sections L and M
of the Board of Ethics hearing rules. The conpl ai nant
now has ten mnutes to verbally present to the hearing
panel any and all evidence, both tangible and
testinonial and the conplainant intends to use -- that
the conplainant intends to use at the hearing to prove
a violation of prohibited conduct section of the Code
of Ethics. This presentation is for the conplainant to
convi nce the hearing panel that the conplainant has --
the conplaint has nerit and that a formal hearing is
necessary.

The conpl ai nant shall summarize any w tness
testimony the conplainant tends to introduce at the
hearing and explain how that testinony tends to prove a
violation of the prohibited conduct section of the Code
of Ethics. |In addition, the conplainant shall explain

to the hearing panel how the tangi bl e evidence tends to
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prove a violation of the prohibited conduct section of
t he Code of Ethics.

M5. WLSON:. Al right.

CHAIR NEWVMAN:  And if | could request if
sonebody has the availability or ability to go ahead
and keep time for us on those statenents, we have a
ten-mnute window. |s there any volunteer that would
be able to take -- or keep tinme for that statenent by
t he conpl ai nant ?

MEMBER KEEN. | can keep tine, but since she
Is in chanbers, it may be easier if sonebody in
chanbers does it. |'mhappy to do it though if that is
hel pful .

M5. WLSON:  If -- if -- if it helps, this is
Susan W/l son again, | can keep tinme onny -- ny -- ny
phone.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: Ckay. Thank you.

So we'll go ahead and ask the assi stant
attorney to go ahead and keep tine. So the time wll
start as soon as the conpl ai nant begi ns speaking. So
we'd like to call the -- the conplainant forward,
pl ease.

M5. GAUSE: Is conplainant, Ms. Kelly, in the
chanbers?

CHAI R NEWWAN: And then | also would |ike to,
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| neglected, apologies, to read section Mfor the
rules. And that part states that the hearing panel is
to assunme that all representation -- representations of
evidence by the conplainant are true for the limted
pur pose of determ ni ng whether the conpl ai nant has
shown that it is nore likely than not a violation of
t he prohibited conduct section of the Code of Ethics
has occurred. So we can have the conpl ai nant comne
f orward.

FEMALE SPEAKER: She |eft.

M5. GAUSE: It -- it appears that the
conpl ai nant has left the chanbers.

MALE SPEAKER: She had an energency and --

CHAI R NEWMAN:  Ckay.

MALE SPEAKER: -- had to go.

CHAI R NEWWMAN:  Thank you.

So having no -- having the conpl ai nant not
present to present -- to nmake presentation to this
panel, | would like to ask also for the clerk to see if

there's any nore calls in the queue for this particular
itemof the agenda, if there is public coment for
those -- fromany of those also attending in person.

M5. GAUSE: W have no speaker cards at the
tine, but are there any speakers in the chanbers?

Seei ng none, do we have any callers in the queue? W
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have - -
CHAIR NEWWAN: | do show --

M5. GAUSE: -- one caller in the queue.
CHAIR NEWMAN. -- there is a caller in the
gueue, so we'll go ahead and -- and have that cued

forward for the panel to hear.

FEMALE SPEAKER: Hell o.

MS. GAUSE. Yes, we can hear you.

FEMALE SPEAKER. Hello. Okay. |'mcurious as
to why this is not being livestreaned. | think that
anybody and everybody that was there downtown has a
right to see what is going on right now | had to -- |
-- | can only listen by calling in. | can't see what's
going on. And not everybody can be down there. |
woul d |l ove to be there, but | have ny grandkids. What
happened that day, and it's -- it's on Facebook, he put
it on Facebook, it was on Instagram that he was going
to have it closed down, that three people wanted it
cl osed down.

They' re supposed to be non -- nonparti san,
yet they put their opinions out there, what they
believed in, instead of letting all of R verside.
What's going on in our city right nowis ridiculous.
What's going on with the kids is ridiculous. W have a

right, everyone in Riverside has a right, to their own
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opinion, has a right, as long as it's not violent. And
there was no violence. Can you please explain to ne
why it is not being |ivestreamed right now? Hello.

CHAI R NEWMAN: Ckay. Thank you. Yes, we're
her e.

| would like to verify, | did double check
W th our technol ogy departnent, at 6:41 p.m | was told
that we were live and were being streaned at that tine.
So if there is sone sort of technical difficulty now I
-- we -- none of the hearing panel is aware of it. |
have not been told anyone -- told anything by anyone
el se in chanber, or as part of our technol ogy group,
that there was a problemwth the stream

Wuld it be possible to have a verification
of that?

MEMBER KEEN:. Chair Newran, | can't speak for
everyone, but | just tried to access our neeting live
t hrough Engage Riverside, and it did pull up just fine
when | clicked on the progress button, and | coul d hear
the caller that was speaking at that tinme through that
separate w ndow, not just through our neeting w ndow.

CHAI R NEWMAN:  Thank you, Menber Keen.
appreci ate your thoroughness and being able to assi st
In that.

Again, that may be a problemwth -- or for
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the -- the caller's own technol ogy that's causing that
problem Ckay. And | did also get a verification --
anot her verification fromthe teamthat the streamis
fine and live on the channel, no technical issues to
report on our end. But thank you for that public
comment .

Are there any other callers or anyone el se
still in chanber that would like to speak prior to us
movi ng on to the next section of our hearing -- or
prehearing? Gkay. | show no other callers and no one
I n chanber.

Ckay. So | will now go ahead and ask the
hearing panel to discuss whether the conplainant has
shown that the evidence, if taken as true, nore |ikely
t han not shows that there may be a potential violation
of the prohibited conduct section of the Code of
Ethics. GCkay. And | do have a request from Menber
Keen to speak.

Pl ease go ahead.

MEMBER KEEN. So | -- | definitely -- I've

t horoughly reviewed the packet and all the evidence,

and | definitely see the points that the conplainant is

maki ng. However, sone problens | have with it is that,
al t hough the quotes nmay be taken fromthat

Press-Enterprise article as a violation of civil
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rights, there is no evidence in this packet show ng
that any of the people in the conplaint actively nade
an attenpt to get this event cancelled at -- get the
event cancelled. So that's where |'m having an issue
withit.

Their opinions on the matter don't
necessarily show any proof that they actively went out
of their way in person, or by phone or email or
what ever that |ooks |ike, to have the event cancell ed.
| -- | see the comments, and | heard the people
speaking in the chanbers giving their coment that
coment -- posts were nade on Facebook about opi nions
on it and that it shouldn't be happening in the Gty of
Riverside, but that is not necessarily the sane as
evi dence showi ng that they did make an attenpt to get
t he event cancell ed.

SoI'm-- I"mkind of on the fence on this at
this point. | do see the conplainant's point, but I
think there are problenms with the evidence as
present ed.

CHAI R NEWMAN:  Thank you.

Yeah, and that's -- goes a little bit to what
| was speaking about as well in ny interpretation that
there's a difference between opinion and action. And

so if there was attenpts by those council nmenbers to
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reach out to the people that were in control of being
able to cancel that -- that event, then that would be a
different story, but | -- so but | do show al so that
Menmber Huerta would like to speak as well.

So pl ease go ahead, Menber Huerta.

MEMBER HUERTA: Thank you, Chair Newnman.

| would like to speak to each one of the
al |l egations of the prohibited conduct that Ms. Kelly
claimed. First of all, she clainmed that Section D of
prohi bited conduct was violated. That section is
advocacy of private interest of third parties in
certain circunstances prohibited. And the definition
s, no elected official of the City of Riverside shal
appear on behalf of the private interests of third
parties before the city council, nor any appointed
menber of a board, comm ssion, or comnmttee of the Gty
of Riverside appear before their own body on behal f of
their private interests or third parties.

| see no evidence in this conplaint that that
section of the Riverside Minicipal Cord -- Code was

violated. So advocacy of private interest of third

parties, there's no evidence that there was -- that
prohi bited conduct was -- was -- was acted on.
Section I, knowi ngly assisting another public

official in violating this Code of Ethics and conduct
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prohibited. | will come back to that one, because |'d
like to go to Mfirst and then cone back. M a
violation of federal, state, or local |aw prohibited.
The definition of this is, no public official of the
Cty of Riverside shall intentionally or repeatedly
violate the charter of the Gty of R verside, the
Ri versi de Minici pal Code, or any established policies
of the City of Riverside affecting the operations of
| ocal governnment; or be convicted of violation of any
state or federal |aw pertaining to the office which
they hold. Once again, this conplaint has no evidence
that any of the individuals named in this conplaint
viol ated this section of our ordinance and this
particul ar section of prohibited conduct.

So going back to I, know ngly assisting
another public official in violating this Code of
Et hics prohibited says that if they violated any
portion of this ordinance, then they woul d have
vi ol ated prohibited conduct. | do not find that
there's any violation in this evidence of any of the
protected conduct allegations nade by the conpl ai nant.

And | would make a notion that this conpl aint
not be noved forward.

CHAI R NEWMAN: Ckay. Thank you, Menber

Huert a.
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| do have some of the sanme concerns as wel |,

particularly about the third party. | don't really see
athird party as a part of these -- this conplaint
either directly being -- | don't see -- | -- you're --

| agree that | don't see evidence of a third party.
Well, | do show that we have a caller in the
queue to speak for public comment on item nunber two.
| do want to go ahead and -- and allow that public
coment to be nade so that we're not tying up the
speaker of -- the public speaker on the phone |line
| onger than necessary. | would not like to -- oh, we
are past public comment. Ckay.
MEMBER FORD: Yeah, hi. This is -- this is

Chanpagne. | totally agree with Qoria. | think what
|'"'mhaving -- | think | -- | mght be understanding
what her conplaint is. | think that maybe it's not
being articulated well. 1t's ny understanding that, as

acity official and a council nenber, these are
nonparti san positions. So what | think the issue m ght
be is the fact that you have people that have certain
positions who theoretically should not side left or
right.

And so when you have a person in a
nonpartisan position appear to take a stand to support

ei ther Denocrat or Republican, | think that's where the
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Issue is getting murky. | don't know if you all felt
that same way with this conplaint, but | think it's
because it appears that their coments were partisan,
and that m ght be outside the scope of what they should
be allowed to comment on.

Let me know if anybody el se has -- has that
sanme sort of opinion on things, but | think that m ght
be the issue. And if I'ma woman --

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Yeah.

MEMBER FORD: -- on her own on the island by
hersel f, that's okay.

CHAI R NEWMAN: Ckay. Thank you. | -- you
know, | do -- | understand what you're saying.

| -- | feel that we -- we do need to, as far

as this prehearing, stick to what the conplaint is and
the way that it's witten, the way that it's presented,
and the evidence that's al so been subm tted speaking to
these allegations. So | do have Menmber Huerta wanting
to speak and then Taylor will speak after her, please.
MEMBER HUERTA: Well, | do -- | do agree with
Chair Ford. | nean, when you're a public official, you
represent a hundred percent of the people in your
jurisdiction, in your city, in your ward, whether they
agree with you or disagree with you. And so while it's

unfortunate that these comments were attributed to our
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el ected officials, whether they're true or false, we
don't know that, we're making an assunption that they
were true, it's a judgnment issue. And perhaps -- and
It'"s not an issue wth the ethics code. It's -- it's
not hing that we can actually act on, but we could
recommend that all of us, not just our elected
officials, but all of us think tw ce before we nake
some conments that m ght be m sconstrued or m ght hurt
peopl e that don't necessarily agree wth our

phi | osophy, our ethnicity -- ethnic cul tural

di fferences, our political party, our religious --
sexual orientation, religious preferences.

There's a whole I ot of things that people
could -- could file a conplaint about, but this
particular conplaint, in ny reading it over and over
and over, does not rise to the level of a violation of

Ri versi de Muni ci pal Code or the ethics ordinance.

There is no violation of the conducted -- of the --
gosh, the termagain -- of the -- where is the wording?
| have it highlighted. Sorry about this. -- of the

prohi bited conduct, in my opinion.

CHAI R NEWMAN:.  Thank you, Menber Huerta. And
we do still have your notion on the table. | would
just like to go ahead and entertain the conment by

Menber Keen, and then we can keep noving forward after
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t hat .

MEMBER KEEN: Thank you, Chair Newnman.

For -- hopefully the phone |ines were cl osed
so we don't end up with nore people calling in after

that. And then second, Menber Huerta essentially

voi ced what | was about to say. In first read through
on this, | definitely felt what the conplai nant was
filing, just comng from-- like if it's a nonpartisan

position, making partisan comments, especially into the
news on a topic like this, | see where that is comng
from but | -- | would nake the second on Menber
Huerta's noti on.

The way the conplaint is witten, people took
offense to it. It, however, does not neet a violation
of the prohibitive conduct inits -- in what we were
presented. There's no evidence to show t hat
prohi bitive conduct was actually viol ated.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: Right. And going, you know,
back to -- to what you stated before as well, that
al though there is opinion that was stated and that, you
know, the nature of that opinion on -- on a wdely
publ i shed newspaper article, you know, there could be,
you know, sone nore di scussion or recomendati ons about
the nature of the coments and the ability -- and the

ethics of -- of -- of putting that out there in a -- in
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a partisan way; but again, the -- the way that it was
witten, there's -- the evidence that we have doesn't
-- | didn't see any actual action showing that -- that

those that were in the conplaint, that were nanmed in

the conplaint, took action to -- to -- took action to
prevent any of the -- the -- the people that were
wanting to have that event at -- here in Riverside.

| don't see that there's any evidence show ng
that they took action to -- to stop it. So | do have
anot her request from Menber Huert a.

Pl ease go ahead.

MEMBER HUERTA: It -- it really doesn't nake a
difference if -- well, et me go back. | think we're
saying that this was partisan. The perception was that
it was partisan. W really don't know. It's --

CHAI R NEWVAN: R ght .

MEMBER HUERTA: It's -- it's a
he-sai d-she-said type of discussion. And | -- | don't
really think that's pertinent. | -- | understand

people, and | get very enotional about ny political
persuasion and ny social activities | get involved with
and social justice, but that's not what we're here for
as the ethics board. | also think that we have no
ability, that the -- even if they did try to persuade

t he convention center to cancel the event, that's still
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not a violation of our code. And so those really are
not pertinent to our discussion of whether or not there
was a violation of the -- of our own ordinance.

CHAI R NEWMAN:  Yeah. And goi ng back to, you
know, you stated very well, | felt, each of the three
sections that were ticked off in -- in this particular
conplaint for the advocacy of private interests of
third parties in certain circunstances prohibited,
know ngly assisting another public official, and
violating this Code of Ethics and the conduct
prohibited in violation of the federal, state, or I|ocal
| aw prohi bited. You know, your -- your sunmary was, |
felt, very poignant. And | think at this point we do
have, you know, your notion. W also have a second
from Menber Keen.

And | would like to go ahead and nove forward
-- oh, | do show hand up from Menber Ford.

Pl ease go ahead and speak.

MEMBER FORD:  You know, | think that the
beauty of life is two things can be true at the sane
time. So | agree -- | agree with Goria. Here's the
deal, | definitely agree with her. | don't think this
necessarily rises to the | evel where we need to nove
forward wth this and have an actual hearing. Do |

believe that comments are partisan in nature? Yes. So
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like | said, two things can be true at the sane tine,
right, we can agree and di sagree.

MEMBER HUERTA: Yes.

MEMBER FORD: | think it's -- any tinme you
have, like |I said, our |ocal council menbers nmaking any
sort of comment on what's happening politically, and,
you know, we're in such these very, like, politically
charged tines, it could rub people the wong way; and |
definitely think it did rub a lot of people the wong
way. But | -- 1 will agree with Goria, | don't think
that there's enough here to show that we shoul d nove
forward with this. Two things true at the same tine.
So t hank you.

CHAI R NEWVMAN:  Yeah. And, you know, and even
particularly interesting was that the -- the quote from
the mayor in there was that, you know, if | can find it
actually really quick, but that this is a very charged
topic in the comunity. She did say she -- she was
glad that there was -- that it came to an end. | don't
think she stated that she was happy with -- with the
way that it ended or was for or against, but that --
that it is a very charged topic, and | agree with that.
And | fully understand the reasoning and -- and the
| npetus, right, to file this particular conplaint, but

the way that it's presented and put together as well, |
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-- I"'min agreenent with all of the rest of you.

So if we could please have the city clerk go
ahead and call a vote on Menber Huerta's notion. And
l et me know also, city clerk, if you'd like her to
restate that notion for the notes.

MS. GAUSE: Thank you. The notion is the
panel has determ ned that the conplainant has failed to
show that it is nmore likely than not that there may be
a potential violation of prohibited conduct. That is
the nmotion on the floor.

CHAI R NEWVMAN:  And, Menber Huerta, woul d you
like to --

MEMBER HUERTA: Could -- could she repeat it?
l*msorry, | --

CHAI R NEWVAN:  Yeah.

MEMBER HUERTA: -- was listening, but | -- |
was al so | ooking at the ordinance.

MS. GAUSE: The notion is that the conplai nant
has failed to showthat it is nore |likely than not that
there may be a potential violation of prohibited
conduct .

MEMBER HUERTA: Yes, na'am that's perfect.

CHAI R NEWWMAN:  Ckay. So we'll go ahead and
t ake --

MS. GAUSE. Board Menber Ford.
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CHAI R NEWVMAN:. -- take a vote.

MEMBER FORD:  Yes.

MS. GAUSE: Board Menber Keen.

MEMBER KEEN:. Yes.

MS. GAUSE: Board Menber Huerta.

MEMBER HUERTA:  Yes.

MS. GAUSE: Chair Newman

CHAI R NEWVAN: Al so yes.

MS. GAUSE: Mbdtion carries.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: Ckay. And then with that
notion passed, | do show that we have a dism ssal on
t he books.

Let's see, and bear with ne just one nonent.
Ckay. So if the chair -- if the city clerk could
pl ease go ahead and prepare a statenent of findings for
t he hearing panel to adopt at the next regular neeting
of the Board of Ethics, that the hearing panel has
determ ned by majority vote that the conpl ai nant has
failed to showthat it is nore |likely than not that
there may be a potential violation of prohibited
conduct. | now instruct the city clerk to prepare the
statenent of findings to adopt at the next regular
Board of Ethics neeting.

Ckay. And then with that, we are di sm ssed

for the evening. Thank you all so much for your
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participation, for being here and giving your tine, and
for all the people that were --

MEMBER KEEN:. Thank you.

CHAI R NEWVMAN: -- present, very nuch thank
you.

MEMBER HUERTA: Thank you, Jessi ca.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs concl uded)
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COUNTY OF WHATCOM )

|, CHRISTINE AlELLO do hereby certify
that | transcribed the audio, and that the foregoing is
a true and conplete transcription of the audio
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hand at Bl ai ne, Washington, this 26th day of Novenber,
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