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Military Equipment
705.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the approval, acquisition, and
reporting requirements of specialized law enforcement equipment, classified under the California
Government Code as "military equipment" (Government Code § 7070, et. seq.).

705.1.1   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include:

Governing body – The Riverside City Council.

Military equipment – Equipment as defined by Government Code Section 7071(c).

705.2   POLICY
It is the policy of the Riverside Police Department that members of this department comply with
the provisions of Government Code § 7071 with respect to military equipment.

705.3   MILITARY EQUIPMENT COORDINATOR
The Chief of Police or designee shall act as the military equipment coordinator. The responsibilities
of the military equipment coordinator include but are not limited to:

(a) Acting as liaison to the governing body for matters related to the requirements of this
policy.

(b) Identifying department equipment that qualifies as military equipment in the current
possession of the Department, or the equipment the Department intends to acquire
that requires approval by the governing body.

(c) Conducting an inventory of all military equipment annually.

(d) Collaborating with any allied agency that may use military equipment within the
jurisdiction of Riverside Police Department (Government Code § 7071).

(e) Preparing for, scheduling, and coordinating the annual community engagement
meeting to include:

1. Publicizing the details of the meeting.

2. Preparing for public questions regarding the department's funding, acquisition,
and use of equipment.

(f) Preparing the annual military equipment report for submission to the Chief of Police
and ensuring that the report is made available on the department website (Government
Code § 7072).

(g) Establishing the procedure for a person to register a complaint or concern, or how
that person may submit a question about the use of a type of military equipment, and
how the Department will respond in a timely manner. Questions or concerns regarding
this policy or the equipment governed by this policy should be directed by email to
rpdchiefonline@riversideca.gov.
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705.4   MILITARY EQUIPMENT INVENTORY
The following two attachments account for an inventory and fiscal impact of Military Equipment
available for use by the Department:

See attachment: Policy 705 Attachment A - Military Equipment Inventory.pdf

See attachment: Policy 705 Attachment B - Military Equipment Fiscal Impact.pdf

705.5   APPROVAL
The Chief of Police or the authorized designee shall obtain approval from the governing body by
way of an ordinance adopting the military equipment policy. As part of the approval process, the
Chief of Police or the authorized designee shall ensure the proposed military equipment policy is
submitted to the governing body and is available on the department website at least 30 days prior
to any public hearing concerning the military equipment at issue (Government Code § 7071). The
military equipment policy must be approved by the governing body prior to engaging in any of the
actions outlined in Government Code § 7071.

705.5.1   EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES AND EMERGENCIES
This policy outlines the procedures to be followed under ordinary circumstances for seeking
and obtaining approval prior to acquiring or using equipment listed under Government Code §
7071.  It is acknowledged and understood, however, that emergencies or exigent circumstances
could arise wherein this process could be impracticable and contrary to public safety.  Under
such exigent circumstances, the Department is not required to obtain prior approval before
obtaining such equipment or modifying equipment or vehicles in a way that would bring them
under the definitions in Government Code § 7071.  In such instances, the Military Equipment
Coordinator shall make a report to the Governing Body as soon as practicable after the conclusion
of the exigency, and the Department shall discontinue further non-emergency use of unapproved
equipment until approval is granted through the ordinary process.

705.6   COORDINATION WITH OTHER JURISDICTIONS
Military equipment used by any member of this Department shall be approved for use and in
accordance with this Department policy.  Through the Association of Riverside County Chiefs of
Police and Sheriff's mutual aid agreement, all cities within Riverside County have agreed to accept
the use of each law enforcement agency's Military Equipment policy related to any enforcement
action throughout Riverside County.  Military equipment used by all other jurisdictions that are
providing mutual aid to this department or operation in conjunction in a law enforcement capacity
with this Department, shall comply with their respective military equipment policies in rendering
mutual aid.

Riverside Police Department personnel conducting law enforcement activities outside the city and
county of Riverside shall be governed by this policy.  Law enforcement personnel from other
agencies, who are conducting law enforcement activities in the City of Riverside, shall be governed
by the Military Equipment policies of their respective agencies.
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705.7   ANNUAL REPORT
Upon approval of a military equipment policy, the Chief of Police or the authorized designee should
submit a military equipment report to the governing body for each type of military equipment
approved within one year of approval, and annually thereafter for as long as the military equipment
is available for use (Government Code § 7072).

The Chief of Police or the authorized designee should also make each annual military equipment
report publicly available on the department website for as long as the military equipment is
available for use. The report shall include all information required by Government Code § 7072
for the preceding calendar year for each type of military equipment in department inventory.

705.8   COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Within 30 days of submitting and publicly releasing the annual report, the Department shall hold
at least one well-publicized and conveniently located community engagement meeting, at which
the Department should discuss the report and respond to public questions regarding the funding,
acquisition, or use of military equipment.
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Attachment A:  MILITARY EQUIPMENT INVENTORY 
The following constitutes a list of qualifying specialized equipment currently available for 
use by the Riverside Police Department, deemed to be “Military Equipment” under 
Section 7070 of the California Government Code: 
 
Unmanned, Remotely-Piloted, Powered Vehicles (Govt Code 7070(c)(1)): Remotely-
piloted machine operating on the ground or in the air (eg. aerial drones and robots), 
utilized to enhance the safety of community members and officers. 
• Indoor Drone: Utilized to scout inside structures using a day-night IR sensor camera. 

Drones can locate barricaded suspects, or victims in need of rescue inside a 
residence or commercial structure. 

• Robot: Small tracked remote control robot utilized to scout areas which may not be 
safe for personnel. The robot can locate suspects barricaded, or victims in need of 
rescue inside a structure or open areas through the use of a camera. 

• Unmanned Aerial System (UAS): A law enforcement-specific application involving 
Aerial Drones which are used for open terrain or large field searches, and to assist in 
high-risk apprehensions of armed or violent suspects. Aerial drones are also used as 
an interior search tool to locate barricaded suspects, or victims in need of rescue 
inside a residence or commercial structure. UASs are also used to locate missing 
children, at-risk adults, and lost or injured hikers.   

• Remote Operated Vehicle (ROV): A tracked, remotely-operated vehicle used to 
render safe and dispose of hazardous or explosive devices. ROVs are also used in 
high-risk environments to increase safety for officers during barricaded subject 
incidents, and reconnaissance of hazardous circumstances. 

•    Authorized Use: Only assigned operators who have completed the required training 
shall be permitted to operate the Unmanned, Remotely-Piloted, Powered Vehicles. 
Use is established by the SWAT Commander and/or Incident Commander.  UAS 
systems are operated by employees who have completed the FAA Part 107 
requirements. 

 
 
Armored Vehicles (Govt Code 7070(c)(2)): Commercially-produced, wheeled armored 
personnel vehicles utilized for law enforcement purposes. 
•  Armored Personnel Carrier: Ballistic engineered Armored Rescue Vehicle. Utilized 

during high-risk tactical enforcement operations, officer rescues, civilian rescues, and 
vehicle-borne intervention. Additional deployments are used during criminal unrest 
and riots. Rescue vehicles provide ballistic safety during containment and 
apprehension of armed violent suspects, to include active shooters and hostage 
rescue. Rescue vehicles provide numerous safety capabilities for law enforcement, 
victim rescues, and overall community safety. The Armored Rescue Vehicle is also 
four-wheel drive and may be deployed in a natural disaster for medical aid or 
community rescue missions. 

•  Authorized Use: The use of armored vehicles shall only be authorized by a watch 
commander or SWAT commander, based on the specific circumstances of a given 
critical incident. Armored vehicles shall be used only by officers trained in their 
deployment and in a manner consistent with Department policy and training. 
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Tracked Vehicles and Vehicles with Breaching or Entry Apparatus Attachable (Govt Code 
7070(c)(3):  Vehicles which have attachable metal booms that can be used for 
breaching structures, fences, or ramming objects during high-risks incidents, to include 
active shooter incidents on school grounds or commercial buildings which are often 
difficult to breach.  

• Certain department vehicles, including the Armored Personnel Carrier (listed above) 
have the ability to attach a breaching apparatus. 

• TAC-CAT: A tracked, bullet-resistant Caterpillar tractor, driven and deployed during 
high-risk tactical operations.  It has various hydraulic boom attachments including a 
claw, chemical agent dispersal box, and ram extension. It offers the ability to safely 
breach reinforced structures to locate and apprehend barricaded suspects, and 
rescue victims.  

• Authorized Use: The use of tracked vehicles or vehicle-mounted breaching apparatus 
shall only be authorized by an incident commander or SWAT commander, based on 
the specific circumstances of a given critical incident. They shall be used only by 
employees trained in their deployment and in a manner consistent with Department 
policy and training. 
 

Command and Control Vehicles Built or Modified to Facilitate the Operational Control 
and Direction of Public Safety (Govt Code 7070 (c)(5)): Command and control vehicles 
are built in various platforms to include half ton pickup chassis, SUV, van, trailers, and RV 
style configurations. They are designed with additional communication abilities, 
computers, white boards, lighting, generators, and critical supplies. 

These vehicles are built to serve as mobile command posts for coordination of police, fire, 
and medical response during law enforcement operations, fires, natural disasters, mutual 
aid incidents and other public safety incidents 

Battering Rams, Slugs, and Breaching Apparatuses that are Explosive in Nature (Govt. 
Code 7070(c)(7)): Specialized devices, which are designed to quickly breach doors and 
other points of entry for locating and apprehending barricaded suspects, rescuing 
victims, or gaining entry to fortified structures during emergency circumstances. 

• Breaching Shotgun: A short-barreled shotgun which fires frangible shotgun 
ammunition. Utilized to breach doors and points of entry on fortified doors and 
structures. The specialized rounds are used to impact doorknobs, hinges, and locks. 
Breaching shotguns are a quick and effective breaching tool to aid in the immediate 
entry into a location for hostage rescue or other immediate response needs. 

• Kinetic Breaching Tool (KBT): The KBT utilizes a proprietary .45 Caliber handgun blank 
to deliver force through a hardened steel ram. Unlike explosive or shotgun breaching, 
all the force is mechanically driven through a ram. This means that no projectile leaves 
the device. The ramming surface is narrow enough to focus on a single hinge, yet 
powerful enough to breach steel security doors. The tool is operated by a single user 
and utilized to breach heavily fortified doors by compromising doorknobs, hinges, and 
locks. The KBT is especially effective for breaching heavy commercial doors of the 
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kind found in schools and other industrial applications, for example during an active 
shooter incident or other emergency. 

• Authorized Use: The use of these breaching apparatus shall only be authorized by an 
incident commander or SWAT commander, based on the specific circumstances of 
a given critical incident. They shall be used only by employees trained in their use, 
and in a manner consistent with Department policy and training. 
 
 

• Specialized Firearms and Ammunition, including Assault Weapons Defined Under PC 
30510 & PC 30515 (Govt Code 7070(c)(10)):  The weapons listed below are included 
on this inventory in the interest of transparency, however, they are exempt under 
Govt’s Code 7070 as “standard issue service weapons”: 

• AR-style Rifles: Light weight, magazine fed, gas operated semi-automatic rifle using 
5.56mm/.223cal ammunition are authorized for use by trained officers.  Fully- 
automatic rifles are only assigned to trained SWAT personnel.  The Rifle is utilized for 
increased accuracy and precision shooting at longer distances.   

• MP5 Submachine Gun: Magazine fed, semi, or auto fire pistol, which fires 9mm 
handgun ammunition. This weapon is only assigned to trained SWAT personnel. An 
MP5 is utilized for increased accuracy and precision shooting at longer distances.  

• Authorized Use: The carrying and use of these weapons shall only be by employees 
trained in their use, and in a manner consistent with Department policy and training. 

 

“Flashbang” Grenades and Explosive Breaching Tools (Govt Code 7070(c)(12)): 

• Light Sound Diversionary Device (LSDD, “Flashbang”): Diversionary devices used to 
minimize risk to all parties through the temporary distraction or disorientation of armed 
and violent suspects who pose a significant danger to officers and the community. 
The effects of an LSDD reduce a suspect’s reactionary capabilities by causing 
momentary disorientation, which can create a tactical advantage for involved 
officers.  LSDD’s are hand delivered, sight deployed, and generally deployed on the 
exterior of structures. LSDD’s can be utilized to humanely deter aggressive dogs who 
pose a threat to officers or to attempt to illicit a response from suspects who may have 
barricaded in a structure or vehicle. Other examples include waking up a sleeping 
suspect, or prompting a suspect to communicate with officers. 

• Explosive Breaching Tools: Tools utilized to breach fortified structures to establish a 
point of entry. Explosive charges are fashioned to produce little to no fragmentation 
at the time of detonation. Explosive breaching effectively reduces the time spent 
overcoming a fortified door or structure. The reduction in time mitigating a hardened 
structure increases an officer’s safety and the element of surprise. Blast injuries are 
reduced by using low yield explosives that mechanically overcome door frames and 
locking mechanisms. The use of explosive breaching requires extensive schooling and 
certification processes. Explosive breaching is highly successful and allows officers 
entry into a structure for immediate rescue of victims/hostages or other immediate 
entry needs.  
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• Authorized Use: The use of these devices shall only be authorized by an incident 
commander or SWAT commander, based on the specific circumstances of a given 
critical incident. They shall be used only by employees trained in their use, and in a 
manner consistent with Department policy and training. 
 

“Tear Gas” and “Pepper balls” (Govt Code 7070(c)(12)): 

• Chemical Agents:  Chlorobenzalmalononnitrile (CS) rapidly produces sensory irritation 
or disabling effects in humans, which typically disappear within a short time following 
termination of exposure. CS can be deployed through various means to include hand 
delivery and weapon launchable, such as 40mm and shotgun. Hand delivered 
chemical agents are typically delivered in a “burn safe” metal container to reduce 
fire hazard. CS is typically used during incidents where a suspect is barricaded in a 
structure or vehicle and is believed to be armed. CS may also be used in riot incidents 
to prevent violence and destruction of property. The discomfort caused by the 
chemical agent will typically cause the suspect to exit a structure or vehicle or 
dissuade a suspect from remaining in the area of the chemical agent, thus resulting 
in safer compliance.  

• Pepper Ball:  Oleoresin capsicum powder is incased in a plastic ball-shaped projectile 
which is propelled from a launcher powered by compressed air. The effects of a 
pepper ball are similar to the effects of pepper spray, typically characterized by 
temporary irritation to the eyes, nose, and throat.  Discomfort may also be 
experienced at the point of impact.  Pepper ball systems may be used in a variety of 
situations, including barricaded suspects, suspects exhibiting violent behavior, and 
instances of riotous or criminal behavior by suspects in a group. The use of pepper ball 
systems can be effective in stopping violent actions of a suspect on officers or 
members of the community.    

• Authorized Use:  The use of Tear Gas and PepperBall Systems shall only be authorized 
by an incident commander or SWAT commander, based on the specific 
circumstances of a given critical incident. They shall be used only by employees 
trained in their use, and in a manner consistent with Department policy and training. 

 

Long Range Acoustic Device (LRAD) (Govt Code 7070(c)(13)):  An acoustic device used 
for emitting amplified public announcements during warrant services, barricaded 
suspects, civil disturbances, or tactical operations. The loud audible technology ensures 
broadcasted announcements are loud and clear while offering advantages over less 
amplified patrol PA systems. The LRAD may be used for public announcements or safety 
advisements during natural disasters, evacuations or dispersal orders. The LRAD is 
portable and can be used for criminal unrest and rioting to provide clear dispersal orders 
for unlawful assembly. The LRAD can also be used as the announcement system during 
tactical operations, such as barricaded suspects or hostage situations. The amplified 
sound would allow louder and clearer announcements to ensure the occupants can 
hear them.  
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40mm Projectile Launchers, “Bean Bag”,” Rubber Bullet, and Specialty Impact Munitions 
(Govt Code 7070(c)(14): 

• Less-lethal 40mm Launcher:  Munitions are configured for high and low impact. 
Munitions have the additional benefit as a barrier-round for breaking vehicle and 
residential glass so chemical agents can be deployed; these options include the 
Direct Impact OC and CS rounds, as well as the CS Ferret round. Wood baton rounds 
are typically utilized for breaking out glass. 40mm less lethal Exact Impact Sponge 
(Foam) rounds can be effective in disarming violent suspects, armed suspects, and 
subjects who are suicidal with minimal injury and risk to the person, law enforcement 
or the public.   

• 12 gauge Less-lethal Shotgun:  Utilized through an easily identifiable, less lethal 
shotgun with distinctive orange markings. The “bean bag” round is a small drag-
stabilized; pellet-filled munition made of high-density cloth. The “bean bag” is the 
predecessor to the 40mm less lethal, which has similar benefits as other less lethal 
platforms.  

• Sting ball Grenade:  Hand-deployed to deliver small rubber projectiles in no specific 
direction. Infrequently used and deployed; however, may be used on violent 
combative subjects, or against suspects during hostage rescue scenarios. Sting balls 
may be used in large-scale riotous behavior to prevent destruction of property or 
injury to the public.   

• Authorized Use: The carrying and use of these weapon systems shall only be by 
employees trained in their use, and in a manner consistent with Department policy 
and training. 
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Attachment B:  MILITARY EQUIPMENT FISCAL IMPACT 
The following constitutes a list of qualifying specialized equipment currently available for 
use by the Riverside Police Department, deemed to be “Military Equipment” under 
Section 7070 of the California Government Code. 
 
It is understood that manufacturers, models, model numbers, and equipment pricing are 
constantly subject to change without notice.  While efforts have been made to produce 
an accurate accounting for the fiscal impact of RPD equipment that falls under Govt 
Code 7070, these details are subject to change and this list may not be updated 
accordingly throughout the year.  Further, maintenance and replacement costs are 
estimated, but may be higher or lower than actual cost. 
 
Unmanned, Remotely-Piloted, Powered Vehicles (Govt Code 7070(c)(1)):  

• Indoor Drone 
o Aardvark Loki MK2 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $9,999 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $0-500 

 
• Robot 

o Aardvark Avatar Robot 
o Quantity: 2 
o Price per unit: $29,990 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $0-500 

 
• Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) 

o DJI Matrice 200 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $6,000 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1,000 

 
o DJI Mavic Enterprise Zoom 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $2,500 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500 

 
o DJI Mavic Enterprise Dual 
o Quantity: 3 
o Price per unit: $3,500 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500 

 
o Parrot ANAFI 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $700 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $250 
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• Remote Operated Vehicles (ROV) 
o Remotec F6B 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $353,691 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1,000 

 
o Remotec Andros Mini-II 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $101,939 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1,000 

 
o Remotec F6 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $UNKN 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1,000 

 
o ICOR MK-III 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $103,390 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1,000 

 

Armored Vehicles (Govt Code 7070(c)(2)): 

• Armored Personnel Carrier 
o Lenco Bearcat 
o Quantity: 2 
o Price per unit: $293,884 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $10,000 

 

Tracked Vehicles and Vehicles with Breaching or Entry Apparatus Attachable (Govt 
Code 7070(c)(3): 

• TAC-CAT 
o TAC-CAT 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $265,589 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $8,000 

 

Command and Control Vehicles Built or Modified to Facilitate the Operational Control 
and Direction of Public Safety (Govt Code 7070 (c)(5)): 

• Mobile Command Post Vehicles 
o 2007 American Coach Eagle 
o 1999 Fleetwood Bounder 
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o Quantity: 2 
o Price per unit: $150,000 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-5,000 

 

Battering Rams, Slugs, and Breaching Apparatuses that are Explosive in Nature (Govt. 
Code 7070(c)(7)): 

• Breaching Shotgun 
o Remington 870 Short-Barrel 12-gauge 
o Quantity: 2 
o Price per unit: $800 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $50 

 
• Kinetic Breaching Tool 

o Aardvark / KBT 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $9,650 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $0-500 

“Flashbang” Grenades and Explosive Breaching Tools (Govt Code 7070(c)(12)): 

• Light Sound Diversionary Device (Flashbang) 
o Def Tech / Low Roll Body 
o Quantity: 96 
o Price per unit: $3,841 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $7,682 

 
• Explosive Breaching Tool 

o Dupont Detonation Cord 
o Quantity: 300 feet 
o Price per unit: $17,000 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1,000 

 

“Tear Gas” and “Pepper balls” (Govt Code 7070(c)(12)): 

• Chemical Agents (hand-deployed) 
o Spede-heat CS grenade  
o Quantity: 96 
o Price per unit: $27 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-700 

 
o Flameless Tri-Chamber CS Grenade 
o Quantity: 49 
o Price per unit: $34 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-600 
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o OC Vapor Aerosol Grenade 
o Quantity: 2 
o Price per unit: $45 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $300-500 

 
• Pepper Ball Launcher 

o PepperBall 
o Quantity: 24 
o Price per unit: $450 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $100 

 
• Pepper Ball Projectiles 

o Pepperball 
o Quantity: 4000 
o Price per unit: $3.50 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1,000 

Long Range Acoustic Device (LRAD) (Govt Code 7070(c)(13)): 

• LRAD 
o American Tech Corp. / 500X 
o Quantity: 1 
o Price per unit: $6,200 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $400 

 

40mm Projectile Launchers, “Bean Bag”,” Rubber Bullet, and Specialty Impact Munitions 
(Govt Code 7070(c)(14): 

• Less lethal 40mm launcher 
o Def Tech, LMT / 40mm Launcher 
o Quantity: 49 
o Price per unit: $1,000 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $50-100 

 
• 40 mm Exact Impact Sponge 

o Def Tech / Exact Impact Sponge 
o Quantity: 949 
o Price per unit: $20 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1000 

 
• 40 mm Direct Impact CS 

o Def Tech / Direct Impact CS 
o Quantity: 36 
o Price per unit: $48 
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o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1000 
 

• 40 mm CS Ferret Round 
o Def Tech / CS Ferret Round 
o Quantity: 81 
o Price per unit: $19 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1000 

 
• 40 mm Wooden Baton Round 

o Def Tech / Wooden Baton  
o Quantity: 170 
o Price per unit: $19 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $200-500 

 
• 40 mm Foam Baton Round 

o Def Tech / Foam Baton 
o Quantity: 148 
o Price per unit: $21 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $200-500 

  
• 12 gauge less-lethal shotgun 

o Remington 870 
o Quantity: 125 
o Price per unit: $950 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $50-100 

 
• 12 gauge drag-stabilized less-lethal “beanbag” rounds 

o Def Tech / Drag Stabilized LL 
o Quantity: 2500 
o Price per unit: $5 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $500-1,000 

 
• Sting ball grenade 

o Def Tech / Sting Ball Grenade 
o Quantity: 50 
o Price per unit: $47 
o Anticipated annual maintenance: $100-500 

 

 

 

 

 


