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MEDIA UNIT

RPD uses social media to connect with our community, in 

addition to sharing information about crime, safety, and 

services. Our agency has active accounts on Facebook, 

Twitter, YouTube, NextDoor, and Ring Neighbors. 

Visitors to our sites will find press releases, public service 

announcements, critical incident debrief videos, and 

details about community activities, which can provide 

opportunities to interact directly with members of the police 

department. 
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RPD uses social media to connect with our community, in addition to sharing information about crime, safety, and 

services.  Our agency has active accounts on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, NextDoor, and Ring Neighbors. 

Visitors to our sites will find press releases, public service announcements, critical incident debrief videos, and details 

about community activities, which can provide opportunities to interact directly with members of the police 

department. 

The Media Unit is responsible for the release of information to the public via local news organizations, distribution of 

press releases, use of social media, and the production and release of critical incident videos.

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, Nextdoor, Ring Neighbors
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Law Enforcement Social Media:
Existing law requires law enforcement agencies, departments, or entities to consider specified best practices regarding the downloading and storage of 

body-worn camera data, including prohibiting agency personnel from uploading recorded data onto public and social media internet websites, when 

establishing policies and procedures for the implementation and operation of a body-worn camera system.

This bill would prohibit a police department or sheriff’s office from sharing, on social media, booking photos of an individual arrested on suspicion of 

committing a nonviolent crime, as defined, unless specified circumstances exist. The bill would require a police department or sheriff’s office that shares, on 

social media, a booking photo of an individual arrested for the suspected commission of a nonviolent crime to remove the information from its social media 

page, upon request, unless the same specified circumstances exist. The bill would require a police department or sheriff’s office to remove the booking 

photo of a person who has committed any other crime from social media if the individual’s record has been sealed, the individual’s conviction has been 

dismissed, expunged, pardoned, or eradicated pursuant to law, the individual has been issued a certificate of rehabilitation, the individual is found not guilty 

of committing the crime for which they were arrested, or the individual was ultimately not charged with the crime or the charges were dismissed.
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California Penal Code 13655 (a):

(a) A police department or sheriff’s office shall not share, on social media, booking photos of an individual arrested on suspicion of committing a nonviolent crime unless 
any of the following circumstances exist:

(1) A police department or sheriff’s office has determined that the suspect is a fugitive or an imminent threat to an individual or to public safety and releasing or disseminating the suspect’s image will assist in locating or apprehending 

the suspect or reducing or eliminating the threat.

(2) A judge orders the release or dissemination of the suspect’s image based on a finding that the release or dissemination is in furtherance of a legitimate law enforcement interest.

(3) There is an exigent circumstance that necessitates the dissemination of the suspect’s image in furtherance of an urgent and legitimate law enforcement interest.

(b) (1) A police department or sheriff’s office that shares, on social media, a booking photo of an individual arrested for the suspected commission of a nonviolent crime shall remove the booking photo from its social media page 

within 14 days, upon the request of the individual who is the subject of the social media post or the individual’s representative, unless any of the circumstances described in subdivision (a) exist.

(2) A police department or sheriff’s office that shares, on social media, a booking photo of an individual arrested for the suspected commission of a crime 

identified in subdivision (c) of Section 667.5 shall remove the booking photo from its social media page within 14 days, upon the request of the individual who 

is the subject of the social media post or the individual’s representative, if the individual or their representative demonstrates any of the following:

(A) The individual’s record has been sealed.

(B) The individual’s conviction has been dismissed, expunged, pardoned, or eradicated pursuant to law.

(C) The individual has been issued a certificate of rehabilitation.

(D) The individual was found not guilty of the crime for which they were arrested.

(E) The individual was ultimately not charged with the crime or the charges were dismissed.

(3) This subdivision shall apply retroactively to any booking photo shared on social media.

(c) For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:

(1) “Nonviolent crime” means a crime not identified in subdivision (c) of Section 667.5.

(2) “Social media” has the same meaning as in Section 632.01, except that social media does not include an internet website or an electronic data system developed and administered by the police department or sheriff’s office.
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(1) “Nonviolent crime” means a crime not identified in subdivision (c) of 

Section 667.5.
• (c) The Legislature finds and declares that the following specified crimes merit special consideration when imposing a sentence to display society’s condemnation for these extraordinary crimes of violence against the 

person. For the purpose of this section, “violent felony” means any of the following:

• (1) Murder or voluntary manslaughter.

• (2) Mayhem.

• (3) Rape as defined in paragraph (2) or (6) of subdivision (a) of Section 261 or paragraph (1) or (4) of subdivision (a) of former Section 262.

• (4) Sodomy as defined in subdivision (c) or (d) of Section 286.

• (5) Oral copulation as defined in subdivision (c) or (d) of Section 287 or of former Section 288a.

• (6) Lewd or lascivious act as defined in subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 288.

• (7) Any felony punishable by death or imprisonment in the state prison for life.

• (8) Any felony in which the defendant inflicts great bodily injury on a person other than an accomplice, which has been charged and proved as provided for in Section 12022.7, 12022.8, or 12022.9 on or after July 1, 
1977, or as specified prior to July 1, 1977, in Sections 213, 264, and 461, or any felony in which the defendant uses a firearm which use has been charged and proved as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 
12022.3, or Section 12022.5 or 12022.55.

• (9) Any robbery.

• (10) Arson, in violation of subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 451.

• (11) Sexual penetration as defined in subdivision (a) or (j) of Section 289.

• (12) Attempted murder.

• (13) A violation of Section 18745, 18750, or 18755.

• (14) Kidnapping.

• (15) Assault with the intent to commit a specified felony, in violation of Section 220.

• (16) Continuous sexual abuse of a child, in violation of Section 288.5.

• (17) Carjacking, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 215.

• (18) Rape or sexual penetration, in concert, in violation of Section 264.1.

• (19) Extortion, as defined in Section 518, which would constitute a felony violation of Section 186.22.

• (20) Threats to victims or witnesses, as defined in Section 136.1, which would constitute a felony violation of Section 186.22.

• (21) Any burglary of the first degree, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 460, wherein it is charged and proved that another person, other than an accomplice, was present in the residence during the commission 
of the burglary.

• (22) Any violation of Section 12022.53.

• (23) A violation of subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 11418.
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QUESTIONS?
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