
On May 20, 2015, at 2:45 PM, Alma Moya <amoya@cnusd.k12.ca.us> wrote: 

Subject: Letter to City Regarding Proposed Renaming of Ysmael Villegas Gymnasium  
  
Let me introduce myself as a proud niece of Ysmael Villegas. I am emailing in regards to the 
proposed renaming of the gymnasium at Villegas Park.   Ysmael Villegas was a Congressional 
Medal of Honor recipient and I find it emotionally challengin to hear that the Ayala family 
wants to name the gymnasium at Villegas Park after Glen and Mary Ayala.   

There are many people who give back to the community, but there should be a different way of 
recognizing this other than renaming the gymnasium at a park that is named after a man who 
gave his life for our country and fought for our freedom.  I understand this is just a gymnasium 
but I feel the entire park should stay as the Ysmael Villegas Park, Ysmael Villegas gymnasium, 
and Ysmael Villegas fields.  Since this is the third time I have heard of families in Casa Blanca 
wanting to rename parts of Villegas Park, I would like to suggest that perhaps a 
memorial/honor wall can be erected that can be used to memorialize or honor those people 
who do good things in the community, and to accomplish this without having to rename the 
Villegas Park Gymnasium.  I honestly believe this will not be the last time a family in the 
community will try to rename a part of the park, therefore a memorial/honor wall may help 
provide many more such opportunities to remember and honor community members.   

Let’s not forget Ysmael Villegas fought and died for our freedoms the day before he turned 
21.  Ysmael saved many lives and is one of the greatest recognized heroes.  Ysmael Villegas' 
citation reads “Through his heroism and indomitable fighting spirit, S/Sgt. Villegas, at the cost 
of his life, inspired his men to a determined attack in which they swept the enemy from the 
field". 

Please do not rename the gymnasium at Villegas Park.   

I would like for this request and the suggested memorial/honor wall idea to be kept 
anonymous, as I and my family still live in the community, and we see the Ayala family on a 
daily basis. 

 

Ms. Moya 
Santiago High School 
Math Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On May 21, 2015, at 6:58 AM, Curt McCracken <Curt.McCracken@toro.com> wrote: 

  
Hello Mr. Davis, my name is Curt McCracken and I was recently informed that the park 
named after medal of honor recipient Staff Sergeant Ysmael R. Villegas, the first Riverside 
County resident to ever receive the Medal of Honor and the first veteran to be buried at the 
Riverside National Cemetery when the cemetery opened in 1978, may be having the park split 
up with other memorials of neighborhood folks.   This park was dedicated not only to this man 
of uncommon valor, but also other distinguished veterans who sacrificed their lives to keep 
this country free…Splitting up the park would be  diminishing the act of bravery that was 
recognized for Staff Sergeant Villegas and other veterans that are identified in this park. It 
should remain honored,unforgotten and unchanged. 
  
Respectfully, Corporal McCracken C.O. (U.S.M.C. 89-93) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On May 20, 2015, at 11:06 AM, Anna Alfaro <Anna.Alfaro@toro.com> wrote: 

Good afternoon Mr. Davis, 
  
First of all I would like to let you know I am a Niece of Ysmael Villegas.   My 
Mother,  Ysmael’s  Sister Rafaela Villegas Bedolla.  I really do not understand this naming 
different sections of the park’s center after people of the neighborhood.  I am all for the 
Memorialization of these people but not renaming of sections of the center.  I really think maybe 
a “Memorial Wall” with plaques of these Casa Blanca people that would like to memorials their 
beloved family members is a better idea than that of renaming sections of the center.  I 
understand their will be a meeting the 29th.  Or at least the Ayala family is saying this not 
sure.  Since I am a member of the Villegas family I too feel offended.  My Uncle died for this 
country and I am very proud to be a member of this family.  Please do not get me wrong Mr. 
Glen Ayala and Mrs. Mary Ayala were members of this community and Yes they should have 
some sort of recognition.  Again I am leaning towards A Memorial Wall or a Tree with a Plaque 
in front of it.  Or who knows stepping stones with their names.  Something else.  But not 
renaming of the Gymnasium.   My Mother is not in too good of health, But I am pretty sure she 
will try her best to be at this meeting when it takes place.   
  
Thank you, 
Anna Villegas Alfaro  
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