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BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES DATE:  OCTOBER 16, 2015 
   
 ITEM NO:  5 
          File ID – 15-3244 – C 

  
SUBJECT:  AWARD BID NO. RPU-7300 FOR MAGNOLIA-PLAZA RELIABILITY PROJECT, AREA 

ONE 4 KV TO 12 KV CONVERSION FOR $797,851.30 
 
ISSUE:   
 
The issue for Board of Public Utilities consideration is award of Bid No. RPU-7300 for the Magnolia-Plaza 
Reliability Project, Area One: Conduit and Substructures Installation for conversion of electric distribution 
facilities from 4 kV to 12 kV.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:   
 
That the Board of Public Utilities: 

 
1. Award a contract for the Magnolia-Plaza Reliability Project, Area One: Conduit and 

Substructures Installation – 4 kV to 12 kV Conversion, Bid No. RPU-7300 to the lowest 

responsive and responsible bidder Herman Weissker, Inc. of Riverside, California, in the 

amount of $797,851.30; and  

 

2. Determine that the bids submitted by Metro Builders & Engineers Group, Ltd., of Newport 

Beach, California, in the amount of $685,263.60, and VCI Construction, of Upland, California, in 

the amount of $771,591, are non-responsive.   

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
This contract is part of the Magnolia-Plaza Reliability Project (MPRP) and is an important step preparing 
for the decommissioning of Magnolia Substation and upgrade of electric distribution infrastructure in the 
area.  The proposed work will install structures to upgrade underground electric facilities near Central 
Avenue between Riverside Avenue and Victoria Avenue.  On April 2, 2015, the Board of Public Utilities 
approved Work Order No. 1411795, in the amount of $2,250,000 which included this work.  
 
Engineering staff solicited formal bids for the civil construction part of the project.  Bids were opened on 
July 6, 2015.  The lowest bid submitted by Metro Builders & Engineers Group, Ltd., was deemed non-
responsive because the contractor did not demonstrate the relevant experience for construction services 
as required by the bid specification.  The second lowest bid submitted by VCI Construction, was also 
deemed non-responsive because VCI Construction did not provide a compliant bid bond as required by 
the bid specification.  Consequently, the lowest responsive bid was submitted by Herman Weissker, Inc.  
Staff reviewed the documentation provided and determined that Herman Weissker, Inc. Riverside, CA  
met all the requirements of the specifications. Their bid of $797,851.30 was within the engineer’s 
estimate for this work and was the lowest responsive bid.   The Purchasing Services Manager concurs 
with the recommendations above. 
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The five bids received are summarized in the table below: 
 

  CONTRACTOR CITY LOCATION BID TOTAL 

1 Metro Builders & Engineers Group, Ltd. Newport Beach, CA $685,263.60 

2 VCI Construction Upland, CA $771,591.00 

3 Herman Weissker, Inc. Riverside, CA $797,851.30 

4 Hot Line Construction, Inc. Romoland, CA $820,392.60 

5 WA Rasic Long Beach, CA $856,066.85 

 Engineer’s Estimate $1,173,919 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Sufficient funds are available in Public Utilities’ Electrical Capital Account No. 6130000-470644. 
 
Prepared by:  Pat Hohl, Public Utilities Assistant General Manager/Energy Delivery   
Approved by:              Girish Balachandran, Public Utilities General Manager 
Approved by:  John A. Russo, City Manager 
Approved as to form: Gary G. Geuss, City Attorney 
 
Certifies availability  
of funds: Laura Chavez-Nomura, Public Utilities Assistant General Manager/Finance 
 
Attachment:  Project Site Map  
   


