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CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD MEETING DATE:   JULY 20, 2016 

AGENDA ITEM NO.:  2 
 

LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

 
I. CASE NUMBER:  P16-0382 

 
II. PROJECT SUMMARY: 
 

1) Proposal: Historic Designation request to designate the Nielson Pool 
House as a City Landmark 
 

2) Location: 5050 Sedgwick Avenue 
 
3) Ward:  3 

  
4) Applicant: William and Arabella Cloake 
      
5) Case Planner: Scott Watson, Assistant Planner 

    (951) 826-5507 
    swatson@riversideca.gov 
 

III.   RECOMMENDATION:        
  

That the Cultural Heritage Board Recommend that the City Council: 
 

1. DETERMINE that P16-0382, City Landmark Designation, is categorically exempt from 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per Sections 15061(b)(3) and 15308 
of the CEQA Guidelines as it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that 
the activity will have a significant effect on the environment, and said action is 
intended to preserve the historic character of the building and site as well as provide 
notice of the historic status; and, 

 
2. APPROVE Planning Case P16-0382 based on the facts for findings outlined below, 

thereby the designating the Nielson Pool House as a City Landmark. 
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FACTS FOR FINDINGS: (From Sections 20.20.030 and 20.50.010(U) of the Riverside Municipal 
Code) 
 
FINDINGS: Criterion 3: Embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period or 

method of construction, or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous 
materials or craftsmanship;  

 
FACTS: The Nielson Pool House meets Criterion 3 because it is an excellent example 

of Mid-Century Modern residential architecture in Riverside. The residence 
is built upon a hillside and uses structural columns to support the residence 
on the sloping side of the hill. The flat roof with large over-hanging eaves, 
cantilevered balconies, and ribbon window emphasize the horizontality of 
the residence. Its design also places emphasis on the enclosed pool at the 
center of the residence. This emphasis is accomplished by raised the 
portion of the roof with clerestory windows, as well as have the main living 
spaces open onto the pool atrium.   

 
FINDINGS: Criterion 4: Represents the work of a notable builder, designer, or architect, 

or important creative individual; 
 
FACTS: The Nielson Pool House because it is one of the last remain local structures 

designed by Svend Nielsen, a prominent civil and architectural engineer in 
the State of California. 

  
IV. BACKGROUND/HISTORY: 
 

The property owner is requesting to designate the Nielson Pool House at 5050 Sedgwick 
Avenue as a City Landmark. The period of significance is 1966, the date of construction. 
The single-family residence is an excellent example of Mid-century Modern 
(Contemporary sub-style) residential architecture in Riverside. It was designed by civil and 
architectural engineer Svend Nielson, who also lived in the house until 1988.   
 
Mid-century Modern is a term used to describe the evolution of the International Style 
after World War II. Mid-Century Modern architecture is more organic and less doctrinaire 
than the International Style, and it is characterized by more solid wall surfaces Visually 
distinct, the Contemporary style represents advances in building technology, the postwar 
embrace of the new and modern, and related trends in other areas of modern design 
such as furniture, products, and graphics. With fewer structural components resulting from 
post-and-beam construction, the Contemporary style originated in the severe postwar 
housing shortage of the late 1940s, which provided an opportunity to inexpensively 
introduce modern design at the tract scale in early, economy-conscious modest postwar 
neighborhoods. Most are seen in the first 10 years after the war, and the style’s greatest 
popularity was reached by the early- to mid-1950s. As applied to the Postwar Minimal 
house form, the Contemporary style offered small, compact, but open floor plans. Later, 
the Contemporary style was easily adapted to the Ranch house form’s elongated L-
shaped, T-shaped, or U-shaped wrap-around atrium plan of the late-1950s. The Neilson 
Pool House at 5050 Sedgwick Avenue can be considered a “high-style” example of the 
Contemporary style which was most commonly found in residential housing tracts of the 
period. Character-defining features of Mid-Century Modern Include: simple geometric 
forms; post-and-beam construction; flat or low-pitched gabled roofs; flush mounted steel 
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framed windows or large single-paned wood-framed windows; exterior staircases, decks, 
patios, and balconies; and brick or stone often used as primary or accent material.  
 
Svend Nielsen was a prominent civil and architectural engineer and was involved in the 
design of many notable structures including: the Forum in Los Angeles, which was one of 
the first structures that proved that a large arena could be built without extensive internal 
support pillars; the Black Cube at the Discovery Science Center in Santa Ana, California, 
which "stands on its corner;" and the Crousalis Arena at California State University San 
Bernardino with its "spider like exterior space frame" supporting the skin and roof of the 
structure (also without internal columns). Nielsen was also one of the founding members 
of the California State University Seismic Review Board, which generated the guidelines 
that later came to be Chapter 34, Existing Structures of the California Building Code. 
 
Locally, Nielsen's firm JNA (founded with partner Carl Johnson) designed and 
constructed a few buildings in Riverside: 3021 & 3570 14th street and 3272 Market Street. 
The structure at 3021 14th street, which is located fairly close to the residence, was 
identified in an Intensive-Level survey in 2010 and was given the California Historic 
Resource Code 5S3 – appears to be individually eligible for local listing or designation 
through survey evaluation. The structure at 3570 14th street still stands but has been 
altered and no retains integrity. The structure at 3272 Market Street has been demolished. 

 
V. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

 
The residence is a two-story, wood-framed Contemporary Style home with a square 
ground plan and is built upon the hillside. It appears to be a single story residence from 
the public right-of-way, as the garage and a sixth bedroom are semi-subterranean. The 
western side of the house is supported by six concrete columns on the slope of the hill. 
The residence features a flat roof with wide, closed eaves. The roof is currently coated 
with an elastomeric product but appears to have previously been a gravel roof with 
rolled asphalt sheathing.  A central portion of the roof along the façade is raised with 
window walls. The current stucco cladding was done in the early 1990s. The previous wall 
cladding is unknown, but it appears to be either block or stucco.  
 
The façade (west elevation) is symmetrical with a ribbon of clerestory windows broken 
by a centered entry. The entry door is a double, full-height, wood panel door flanked by 
four narrow sidelight. On the main level of the north elevation, there is a mix of fixed and 
sliding vinyl-framed windows as well as a vinyl-framed sliding glass door with transom and 
a wood door. A stucco chimney pierces the roof and only slightly rising above it. The 
lower level is the semi-subterranean garage. The east elevation is floor to ceiling windows 
that overlook the surrounding valley and golf course, including a lake on the 12th hole. 
A cantilevered balcony with a simple balustrade wraps the north and east elevations 
and connects to a concrete walkway that wraps the remainder of the residence. The 
south elevation is not visible from the public right-of-way and is similar to the north 
elevation. 
 
The interior living space of the house is a U-shape with two wings of bedrooms coming off 
of the main living areas. The most unique feature of the home is that the living area and 
all the bedrooms are built around a large, approximately 15' x 40', indoor swimming pool. 
The swimming pool is housed in a very large atrium style room that comprises the pop up 
roof seen from the exterior, which is retractable such that it may be open to the sun during 
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sunny weather but entirely closed during rains. All of the bedrooms and bathrooms of the 
home open directly to the swimming pool, making it the focal point of the home.  
 
The home is in a park-like setting built upon a hill above the golf course to the east. This 
provided the residence with dynamic views of the area. The house is surrounded by 
mature trees, particularly two large avocado trees and several large pines.  
 
Subsequent owners made alterations to the interior and replaced some windows in the 
1990s. The applicant purchased the residence in 2015 and began the process of 
rehabilitation. Rehabilitation of the exterior has included repainting of the exterior stucco 
and removing two pine trees in front that were lifting concrete and impinging on roof.  
On the interior, the owner has removed carpet and refurbished the original VAT in the 
dining room.  
 

VI. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
 
The Neilson Pool House is an excellent example of Mid-century Modern, Contemporary 
style residential architecture in Riverside. Constructed in 1966, the residence at 5050 
Sedgwick Avenue was designed by Svend Nielsen, a prominent architectural engineer, 
as his family’s residence. The Nielson Residence exhibits significant character-defining 
features of the style, including: simple geometric forms; horizontal massing; flat roof and 
wide-overhanging eaves; floor-to-ceiling windows and doors; extensive decks and 
patios; and horizontal bands with contrasting wall material as well as a unique indoor 
swimming pool that is innovative in its structural and architectural integration with the 
design of the residence. 
 
The Nielson Pool House retains sufficient integrity to convey its historic significance. The 
residence appears to be eligible for local listing as a City Landmark under two 
designation criteria in Section 20.50.010(U) of the Municipal Code as described in the 
facts for findings above. The home is eligible under Criterion 3: Embodies distinctive 
characteristics of a style, type, period or method of construction, or is a valuable example 
of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; and Criterion 4: Represents the work 
of a notable builder, designer, or architect, or important creative individual. A detailed 
statement of significance and additional information are provided in the attached 
Designation Application (Exhibits 3). 
 

VII. PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENTS: 
 

Public notices were published in one newspaper of general circulation within the City, 
and mailed to property owners and occupants within 300 feet of the site, at least ten 
(10) days prior to the scheduled hearing. No responses were received to date. 

 
VIII. EXHIBITS: 
 

1. Location Map 
2.  Zoning Map 
3. Designation Application 
4. Photos 
5. Historic Building Permits 
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Exhibit 3 - P16-0382, Application
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Exterior Photos  
 

 
 

West Elevation, along Sedgwick 
 

 
 

Main Entry 
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 North Elevation, view looking southeast 
 

 
 

East Elevation, view looking southwest 
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View from North Elevation Balcony, view looking northeast 
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Interior Photos  
 

 
 

Living Room, view looking southwest 
 

 
 

  Living Room, view looking west 
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Living Room, view looking north 
 

 
 

Interior Spaces adjacent to pool, view looking south  
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 Pool Room, view looking east 
 

 
 

Pool Room, view looking west 
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View of golf course from interior, view looking north 
 

 
 

  Kitchen with original cabinets  
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Kitchen with original cabinets  
 

 
 

Kitchen with original cabinets  
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 Dining room off the Kitchen and Pool room 
 

 
 

Dining room adjacent to Kitchen, VAT flooring restored 
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Original built-in wardrobe in bedroom 
 

Before Rehabilitation 
 

 
 

 West Elevation 
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North Elevation 
 

 
 

North Elevation 
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 Living room 
 

 
 

Dining Room 
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EXHIBIT 4 – PHOTOS 
  

 
 

Bedroom 
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