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CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD MEETING DATE: JULY 20, 2016

AGENDA ITEM NO.: 3

STRUCTURE OF MERIT DESIGNATION

l. CASE NUMBER: P16-0383
Il. PROJECT SUMMARY:

1) Proposal: Historic Designation request to designate the American
Legion Post No. 79 Clubhouse as a City Structure of Merit

2) Location: 2979 Dexter Drive

3) Ward: 1

4) Applicant: G.M. Enriquez, American Legion Post No. 79 Finance Officer
5) Case Planner: Jen Mermilliod, Contract Historic Preservation Senior Planner

(951) 233-6897
jennifer@jmrc.biz

1. RECOMMENDATION:
That the Cultural Heritage Board Recommend that the City Council:

1. DETERMINE that P16-0383, City Structure of Merit Designation, is categorically exempt
from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per Sections 15061(b)(3) and
15308 of the CEQA Guidelines as it can be seen with certainty that there is no
possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment, and said
action is intended to preserve the historic character of the building and site as well as
provide notice of the historic status; and,

2. APPROVE Planning Case P16-0383 based on the facts for findings outlined below,
thereby designating the American Legion Post No. 79 Clubhouse as a City Structure
of Merit.

FACTS FOR FINDINGS: (From Sections 20.20.030 and 20.50.010(FF) of the Riverside
Municipal Code)




FINDINGS:  Ciriterion 1: Has a unique location or singular physical characteristics or is a
view or vista representing an established and familiar visual feature of a
neighborhood community or of the City.

FACTS: The clubhouse has a unique location within Fairmount Park, where the view
from the building overlooks scenic Evans Lake, with its shoreline planted in
rare Montezuma Bald Cypress Trees (City Landmark #61), the World Watr I
Water Buffalo tank poised to enter the lake in front of the clubhouse, and
the bridges and boathouse along the distant shoreline. The view to the
eclectic, stucco clad Tudor clubhouse is an established, familiar visual
feature associated with the park.

FINDINGS: Criterion 3: Is connected with a business or use which was once common
but is now rare.

FACTS: The clubhouse remains at the original location where not many
communities still have physical and active posts. This American Legion
Riverside Post No. 79 remains active today, 91 years after construction.

FINDINGS: Criterion 4: A Cultural Resource that could be eligible under Landmark
Criteria no longer exhibiting a high level of integrity, however, retaining
sufficient integrity to convey significance under one or more of the
Landmark Criteria.

FACTS: The clubhouse retains sufficient integrity to convey significance under
Landmark Criterion 1: Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City's
cultural, social, economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, architectural,
or natural history. The American Legion Post No. 79 is a reminder of the role
Riverside has played militarily and its relationship with its veteran community
from World War | until today. As a hub for veterans' social and charitable
events, where they acted in support of the disabled, widows, and orphans,
the organization figured prominently in the community. Further, legionnaires
contributed to the physical aesthetic fabric of the City through the
development of plans and donation of land for the construction of the
Riverside Municipal Auditorium and Soldiers Memorial.

\A BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

The property owner is requesting to designate the American Legion Post No. 79
Clubhouse at 2979 Dexter Drive as a City Structure of Merit in fulfilment of a Condition of
Approval for the award of a Historic Preservation Fund Grant (HPFG) to reroof the
clubhouse in April 2016 (P16-0133).

Constructed and dedicated in 1925 in the Tudor Revival style, the period of significance
is 1925-1963, which includes the original construction, the planting of the palms trees, and
additions made in the post-World War Il period, which reflect the growth of the veteran
population and related use of the clubhouse as World War Il and the Korean War
dramatically increased the numbers of military personnel in Riverside.
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The American Legion Post No. 79 Clubhouse was built and dedicated in 1925 on land
donated by Mayor S.C. Evans. The land was a portion of Lot 3 of Map Book (MB) 10/3,
filed by S.C. Evans in March 1916, with said map being an amended map of the Indian
Hill Trace, MB 8/11, recorded by the Riverside Land and Irrigating Company in March
1911. Legion Way was deeded to the City for street purposes by Mary S. Evans, a widow,
for $1 in 1939. The City Council accepted Deed 1302 for Legion Way by Resolution No.
3340 in the same year.

The building has a unique location within Fairmount Park, where it remains active 91 years
after construction. The view from the building overlooks scenic Evans Lake, with its
shoreline planted in rare Montezuma Bald Cypress Trees (City Landmark #61), the Water
Buffalo tank manufactured by the Food Manufacturing Company in Riverside during
World War Il, which was presented to the City of Riverside by the American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 79 and is poised to enter the lake in front of the clubhouse, and the bridges
and boathouse along the distant shoreline. The view to the American Legion Riverside
Post 79 Clubhouse is an established visual feature of the park, where the eclectic stucco
wall clad Tudor building is a familiar feature associated with the park.

The American Legion Post No. 79 is a reminder of the role Riverside has played militarily
and of its relationship with the local veteran community from World War | until today. The
clubhouse was the hub for veterans' social and charitable events, where they acted in
support of the disabled, widows, and orphans. The organization figured prominently in
the community, with a membership of 500 or more ex-service men and women. In the
immediate post-WWII era. Legionnaires also contributed to physical aesthetic fabric of
the City through the development of plans and the donation of land for the City's
construction of the Riverside Municipal Auditorium and Soldiers Memorial on the corner
of 7th Street (Mission Inn Avenue) and Orange Street between 1921-29, when Riverside
had no convention hall or patriotic and civic building. The members called for the new
edifice "in design, embellishment and setting, [to] embody and convey impressively the
sacred purpose it serves,” to "provide suitable headquarters for the Riverside post, No. 79
of the American Legion; and for similar patriotic organizations growing out of the Spanish-
American war and the Civil war, adequate housing for war relics, memorabilia and
records; an auditorium commensurate to the needs of the community..." (Riverside Daily
Press, April 19, 1921).

The American Legion Post No. 79 Clubhouse at 2979 Dexter Drive was identified in an
Intensive-Level survey by historic preservation planning staff in 2013 and was given the
California Historic Resource Code 5S2 - individual property that is eligible for local listing
or designation. The desighation includes clubhouse, related caretaker’s residence, and
palm trees surrounding the clubhouse. Although integrity has been somewhat
compromised by later additions and the alteration of windows, the clubhouse still
conveys its time, place, and purpose.

V. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

Situated on the shore of Lake Evans in Fairmount Park, City Landmark #69, the American
Legion Riverside Post No. 79 Clubhouse is at the northerly intersection of Dexter Drive and
Legion Way. The 0.76-acre site and an adjacent single family residential subdivision are
the only privately owned properties surrounded by Fairmount Park.
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The original stucco clad Tudor Clubhouse (1925) in the "L" plan was approximately 4,000
sq. ft. in area, covered by a steep hip roof clad in asphalt shingles which wrapped around
the eaves. The building featured a front facing gable on the right, embellished with a
natural boulder chimney. Currently, this configuration remains; however, three additions
have been made across the facade, where the "L” was filled in a second forward-facing
gable trimmed in false timbers was added on the left, possibly in the 1950s as an extension
of the lounge area and front patio enclosure. A forward porte cochere type shelter was
constructed in 1942 and extensively repaired/replaced in 2001. Fenestration consists of a
mix of wood-timmed aluminum-framed windows in mix of functions, including sliding,
casement, and single-hung sash. Additions were also made to the rear of the building,
where an approximately 1,000-square-foot flat-roofed covered area was added for
restrooms, an approximately 1,700-square-foot rear-facing gable covered area was
added for a bar. Patio covers, a covered bar, and storage areas, totaling approximately
1,180 sq. ft. in area, were also added. In addition, an approximately 900-square-foot
original caretaker's residence (ca. 1920s) with an attached 180-square-foot shed is extant
in the rear.

Plagues on the site indicate that the building was dedicated in 1925, the landscaping
was planted by the Sons of the American Legion in 1930, and a new flag pole was added
in front of the building on Veterans' Day, 1992.

VI. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Constructed in 1925, the American Legion Post No. 79 Clubhouse is an uncommon
property type that continues to support an increasingly rare use in a unique and
established setting, Fairmount Park. The clubhouse was the hub for veterans' social and
charitable events. The Riverside American Legion post contributed to the aesthetic fabric
of the City, and the active clubhouse continues to reflect the role Riverside has played
militarily and its relationship with its veteran community from World War | until today.

The American Legion Post No. 79 Clubhouse retains sufficient integrity to convey its
historic significance. The residence appears to be eligible for local listing as a City
Structure of Merit under three designation criteria in Section 20.50.010(FF) of the Municipal
Code as described in the facts for findings above. The clubhouse is eligible under
Criterion 1: Has a unique location or singular physical characteristics or is a view or vista
representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood community or
of the City; Criterion 3: Is connected with a business or use which was once common but
is now rare; and Criterion 4: A Cultural Resource that could be eligible under Landmark
Criteria no longer exhibiting a high level of integrity, however, retaining sufficient integrity
to convey significance under one or more of the Landmark Criteria. A detailed statement
of significance and additional information are provided in the attached Designation
Application and DPR Forms (Exhibits 3 & 4).

VIl.  PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENTS:
Public notices were published in one newspaper of general circulation within the City, and

mailed to property owners and occupants within 300 feet of the site, at least ten (10) days
prior to the scheduled hearing. No responses were received to date.
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VIIl.  EXHIBITS:

Aerial Map

Zoning Map
Designation Application
DPR Forms

Photos

arwdpE
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A

Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, U NORTH> AEX,

Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
19. References used: American Legion historical documents, Title Profile-Stewart Title,
Grant Deed, State of California Department of Parks and Recreation, City of
Riverside, Building & Safety Divislon
20.  Photographs: Photos of record, Photo from Riverside Metropolitan Museum

21 Letter from property owner (if other than applicant)
1 e /
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Architectural Description

The American Legion Riverside Post 79 clubhouse was built and dedicated in
1925 on land donated by Mayor S.C. Evans. The land was a portion of lot 3 of Map
Book 10/3, filed by S.C. Evans in March 1916, with said map being an amended map of
the Indian Hill Tract, Map Book 8/11, recorded by the Riverside Land and Irrigating
Company in March 1911. Legion Way was deeded to the City for street purposes by
Mary S. Evans, a widow, for $1 in 1939. The City Council accepted Deed 1302 for
Legion Way by Resolution No. 3340 in the same year. rhe original stucco clad Tudor
building in the “L" plan was approximately 4,000 sq. ft. in area, covered by a steep hip
roof clad in asphalt shingles which wrapped around the eaves. The Building featured a
front facing gable on the right, embellished with a natural boulder chimney. Currently,
this conftguration remains, however, it is supplemented by three additions across the
front, where the “L.” was filled-in, and a second forward facing gabled end trimmed in
false timbers was added on the left, and a forward porte cochere currently exists.
Additlons were alsc made to the rear of the buliding, where an approximately 1,000 sq.
ft. was added for 2 bar, and patio covers, and storage area. In addition, a separate
approximately 900 sq. ft. caretaker’s residence with an attached 180 sq. ft. shed exists
to the rear site. The cornerstone attached to the building site indicate that the building
was dedicated in 1925, the landscaping was planted by the Sons of the American
Legion in 1930, and a new flag pole was added in front of the building on Veterans' Day
1992.
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Statement of Significance

The American Legion Riverside Post 79 clubhouse, including the surrounding
structures is eligible for local designation as a Structure of Merit based on Riverside
Municipal Code Title 20.21.010(w), Criterion (a), (b), (c) and (e). Structure of Merit
criterion (a): The building has a unique location within Fairmont Park, where the view
from the building overlooks scenic Evans Lake, with its shoreline planted in rare
Montezuma Bald Cypress Trees, the bridges and boathouse along the shoreline off in
the distance, and its immediate view to the Water Buffalo tank presented to the City of
Riverside by the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 79 and manufactured by FMC in
Riverside during WWII. Structure of Merit criterion (b): The American Legion Riverside
Post 79 clubhouse remains at the original location where not all communities still have a
post. This post remains active today, 91 years after construction and after 96 years in
existence. The main significance under this criterion is the fact that the American
Legion Post 79 clubhouse is a reminder of the role Riverside has played militarily since
WWI until today. While many military facilities have diminished over the years, WWI
veterans built the clubhouse and all veterans since have supported it.  Structure of
Merit criterion (c): The view to the American Legion Riverside Post 79 clubhouse is an
established visual feature of the park, where the eclectic stucco wall clad Tudor building
is a familiar feature associated with the park. Structure of Merit criterion (e): The
legionnaires intended to make the clubhouse one of the show places in Riverside with
landscape gardens, tennis courts, rifie range and other features were planned for the
improvement of the Property. The clubhouse was and is the hub for veterans’ social
and charitable events from 1925 to present. It has made significant donations to many
city cultural and social charitable events throughout the years. It continues to embody
and convey impressively the sacred purpose of its four pillars.
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