Background of the MLK Walk-A-Thons:

The Riverside African American Historical Society, Inc. and The Riverside Martin Luther King
Monument Visionaries Foundation reached a milestone in honoring Dr. King’s legacy. The 12t
& 13" MLK Walk-A-Thons, were held in January of 2005 and 2006. These two African American
organizations together, with the Mayor’s Youth Council, and support from diverse ethnic
persons, institutions and city officials in sponsoring the annual January walk-a-thon is their
efforts to keep Dr. King’s social justice dream alive by walking because he walked - even
facing risking his life.

The first annual Walk-a-Thon was held in January, 1993 and co-chaired by the late Dr. Barnett
and Eleanor Jean Grier. The walk always winds from Bordwell Park down Martin Luther King
to 14t street, to Riverside City Hall on Main Street - passing the Historical Riverside
Courthouse. - Passing the courthouse was significant because it was a reminder to remember
the life of this great humanitarian. A program is held on the City Hall mall near the site of Dr.
King ‘s huge magnificent bronze statue with pictorial symbols depicting major events in the
1960’s Civil Rights Movement . The 2005, and 2006 Walk-A-Thon was chaired by Attorney
Katie Greene.

Honorary chairs for 2005 were Nick Tavagolione, Dr. Damon Castillo, Charles Bibbs and Dr.
Germaine Strother. The 2006 honorary chair was Dr. Larry Geraty, President of La Sierra
University. The RAAHS, President, Rose Mayes, said that funds raised by the Annual Walk-A-
Thon go toward maintenance of the Dr. M.L. King, Jr. statue and a future cultural center to
house artifacts that will tell the story of African Americans in Riverside and beyond. Also, a
portion of the funds raised at that time in the 2005 Walk-A-Thon was given to the City of
Riverside for its fund-raising effort for the Tsunami victims. The effort was chaired by Dr.
James Erickson, Vice Chancellor Emeritus of the University of California, who is renowned for
his fund-raising ability. He served on the Riverside Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Committee for
fundraising for the Dr. King statue.

On January 16, 2017, The Riverside African American Historical Society, Inc., Riverside MLK
Visionaries Foundation and the Mayor’s Youth Council announce the 24" Annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. 5k Walk-A-Thon. The walk provides an opportunity for residents of the greater
Riverside Community to gather in celebration of the life of this great American Nobel Peace
prize winner and Civil Rights Leader. The Walk will also celebrate the Federal Holiday which
marks Dr. King’s birthday.

The theme for this year’s walk: Remember, Inspire and Unite. It was chosen by the Mayor’s
Youth Council under the leadership of Maya El Jawhari, the president of the Council.

This year the MLK Walk-A-Thon Committee has chosen the following Honorary Chairpersons:

FeRita Perna Carter, Ph.D - Vice President of Student Affairs, Riverside Community
College



David Chandler, RAAHS Board Member & Past Human Relations Commissioner
Andy Melendrez- Ward 2, Riverside City Councilmember

Joshua Beverly, Mayor’s Youth Council, John W. North High School

Deborah Deas, MD, & MPH - Dean & CEO of UC-Riverside’s School of Medicine

Let us hear a word from each of our Honorary Chairs who were able to attend
tonight’s City Council Meeting.
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