
 

  
 City Council Memorandum 
 

 
 
TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE:    FEBRUARY 21, 
2017 
 
FROM:  RIVERSIDE POLICE DEPARTMENT WARD:    ALL WARDS 
 CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
 
SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA, 

AMENDING CHAPTER 5.52 OF THE RIVERSIDE MUNICIPAL CODE 
REGULATING MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENTS 

 
ISSUES: 
 
Adopt an ordinance amending Chapter 5.52 of the Riverside Municipal Code to clarify and define 
certain terms and to establish requirements related to massage establishments in the City of 
Riverside. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the City Council introduce and subsequently adopt the attached Ordinance (Attachment 1) 
amending the Chapter 5.52 of the Riverside Municipal Code regulating massage establishments. 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Public Safety Committee met on January 18, 2017, with Chair Perry, Vice Chair Melendrez 
and Member Burnard present, to consider amending the Riverside Municipal Code (“RMC”) to 
revise the regulation of massage establishments. After discussion, the Committee unanimously 
voted to recommend that the City Council adopt an ordinance amending the Riverside Municipal 
Code regulating massage establishments in the City of Riverside.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On February 23, 2016, the City Council revised Chapter 5.52 of the RMC.  Since implementation, 
additional clarification was necessary, so the matter was placed on the Public Safety Committee 
agenda for consideration.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Currently, the RMC does not have a definition for the inappropriate conduct at massage 
establishments. Defining this term would provide for greater clarity in the enforcement of Chapter 
5.52.  A definition for the effective date has also been added. 
 
 




