
 

  
 City Council Memorandum 
 

 
 

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE:  SEPTEMBER 5, 2017 
 
FROM:  RIVERSIDE POLICE DEPARTMENT WARDS:  ALL  
 
SUBJECT: ORDINANCE TO ADD CHAPTER 5.80 TO THE RIVERSIDE MUNICIPAL CODE 

REGARDING PAWNSHOPS AND SECONDHAND DEALERS 
 
 
ISSUE:  
 
Adopt an ordinance to add Chapter 5.80 to the Riverside Municipal Code regarding Pawnshops 
and Secondhand Dealers.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the City Council introduce and subsequently adopt the attached ordinance amending the 
Riverside Municipal Code by adding Chapter 5.80 regulating pawn shops and secondhand 
dealer establishments. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Public Safety Committee met on June 21, 2017, with Chair Jim Perry and Member John 
Burnard present, to consider adopting an ordinance adding Chapter 5.80 to the Riverside 
Municipal Code to establish requirements related to the pawn shops and secondhand dealer 
establishments.  After discussion, the Committee unanimously voted to recommend that the City 
Council adopt an ordinance amending the Riverside Municipal Code regulating the pawn shops 
and secondhand dealer establishments.    
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Currently, Chapter 19.355 of the Riverside Municipal Code (RMC) establishes land use 
standards for pawn shops and Chapter 19.730 establishes the procedures for minor conditional 
use permits. The RMC does not currently address the regulation of the operation of pawn shops 
or secondhand dealer establishments. 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
Pawnbrokers and secondhand dealers constitute prime vehicles for the disposal and sale of 
stolen property within the city of Riverside. The purpose of Chapter 5.80 is to curtail the 
dissemination of stolen property and to facilitate the recovery of stolen property.  






