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government any person who is a relative by blood or marriage within the third degree of the 
Mayor or any one or more of the members of the City Council; nor shall any department head or 
other officer having appointive power appoint to a salaried position under City government any 
person who is his/her relative by blood or marriage within the third degree. 
 A relative within the third degree is defined as a spouse, son, daughter, mother, father, 
brother, sister, grandchild, grandparent, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, great-grandchild, or great-
grandparent.  Half-relatives, step-relatives and in-laws are included as relatives.  (Effective 
12/27/1995) 
 

ARTICLE VIII. APPOINTIVE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
Sec. 800.  In general. 
 There shall be the following enumerated boards and commissions which shall have the 
powers and duties herein stated, and such additional powers and duties, consistent with the 
provisions of this Charter, as may be granted to them by ordinance of the City Council. 
 In addition, the City Council may create by ordinance such additional advisory boards or 
commissions as in its judgment are required, and may grant to them such powers and duties as 
are consistent with the provisions of this Charter. 
 The City Council shall establish by ordinance, the number of members, not less than 
seven, for each board or commission.  (Effective 12/27/1995) 
 
Sec. 801.  Appropriations. 
 The City Council shall include in its annual budget such appropriations of funds as in its 
opinion shall be sufficient for the efficient and proper functioning of such boards and 
commissions.  (Effective 12/27/1995) 
 
Sec. 802.  Appointments; terms. 
 The members of each such board or commission shall serve at the pleasure of the 
Mayor and City Council and shall be nominated and appointed by the Mayor and City Council 
from the qualified electors of the City, none of whom shall hold any paid office or employment in 
the City government.  Each such board or commission shall have at least one member from 
each Council ward.  They shall be subject to removal by the Mayor and City Council by a motion 
adopted by five affirmative votes with the Mayor entitled to vote.  The members thereof shall 
serve for a term of four years and until their respective successors are appointed and qualified, 
and may serve for not more than two consecutive full terms.  (Effective 1/18/2005) 
 
Sec. 803.  Terms of members of existing enumerated boards and commissions. 
 Upon the effective date of this Charter, incumbent members of boards and commissions 
shall be deemed reappointed and shall maintain the same terms of appointment held under the 
previous Charter, and all existing boards and commissions shall remain in existence until further 
action by the City Council consistent with this Article. 
 All vacancies shall be filled as described in this Article except that when a position on a 
board or commission has remained vacant for sixty days the Mayor shall appoint a person to fill 
the vacancy. 
 The City Council shall provide by ordinance, as provided by Section 800, to establish the 
number of members of a board or commission as soon as practicable following the effective 
date of this Charter.  If the number of members is reduced by such ordinance, the persons 
whose seats are to be eliminated shall be determined by the board or commission by lot. If the 
number of members is increased, the ordinance may provide for initial terms for new members 
of less than four years so that as near as possible an equal number of terms will expire each 
year.  (Effective 12/27/1995) 
 


