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HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND GRANT GENERAL PROVISIONS

RIVERSIDE

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS AND ACTIVITIES

e Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) grants are awarded by the HPF Committee (HPFC). Grant proposers
eligible to receive funds include public agencies, nonprofit organizations, private entities, and
individuals. Property owner authorization and consent are required for projects affecting private
property.

e Preservation Priorities: Projects must promote and accomplish the preservation and
acknowledgment of historic buildings, neighborhoods, and landmarks according to Riverside
Municipal Code (RMC) Title 20, section 20.05.010, Purpose; maintain the historic authenticity of the
structure and address any necessary structural integrity issues involved; contribute to the overall
character of the neighborhood; comply with the RMC; and be approved as set forth in RMC Title 20.
Active Code Enforcement will be taken into consideration by the HPFC and could make projects
ineligible for funding.

¢ Eligible projects include the following, listed in order of priority for funding:

0 Historic Preservation construction projects. These include projects that involve the preservation,
restoration, or exterior rehabilitation of a historic property.

0 Acquisition of Transferrable Development Rights (TDRs), conservation easements, and fagade
easements for the purposes of historic preservation.

0 Planning projects. These are projects that identify, document and record historic resources
according to applicable local, state, and federal standards, and/or contribute to the development
of the City’s historic context, and/or contribute to the development of a conservation or
preservation plan.

0 Interpretive projects. These are projects that create interpretive media to educate the public on
Riverside’s history and/or cultural resources. For example, landmark plaques and/or historic
district signage and other appropriate means of sharing interpretive information.

o0 Designation applications. These are projects that prepare designation applications for state
and/or national register designation.

e Priority and emergency projects include building envelope repairs that are publicly visible and those
related to structural integrity, weather tightness, fire hazards, and other damage.

e Only one application per entity may be funded per grant cycle at the discretion of the HPFC. Grants
may be awarded at an amount lower than proposed by the applicant, at the discretion of the HPFC.
0 No more than $25,000 may be awarded by the HPFC for any one project, Cultural Resource, or
program over any five consecutive years. Applications for grants exceeding those amounts must
be considered and approved by the City Council, upon the HPFC’s recommendation.”

! Per RMC Title 20 section 20.30.030(D)(4)
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e All grant-awarded projects must obtain any and all necessary approvals and permits required for the
type of project, which may include but is not limited to Certificate of Appropriateness, other
Planning entitlements, building permits, grading permits, encroachment permits and approvals from
other departments and agencies, etc., when required.

e Applications may be submitted during scheduled semi-annual grant cycles (except that applications
for bona fide emergency situations as determined by the Historic Preservation Officer may be
submitted at any time).

GRANT CONDITIONS

e Although matching funds are not required, they may make applications more competitive in the
grant award process at the discretion of the HPFC. Owner-occupied single family residential projects
may be eligible for a waiver of matching fund rating with verified proof of a demonstrated financial
need. Matching funds may include HERO or other rebates offered by the Public Utilities Department.

e HP Funds should not be used in lieu of other available programs.

e All projects must conform to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, and be approved as set forth
in RMC Title 20.

e All funds must be spent as represented in the application. Spending funds except as authorized shall
be considered fraud or theft, and may be criminally prosecuted. Expenses incurred prior to the
award of funds are not eligible.

e Contractors must be licensed for the type of work proposed and have demonstrated applicable
experience. Consultants must meet applicable Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification
Standards.

e Funds are awarded based upon the execution of a grant agreement for performance on non-
construction projects or performance and maintenance for construction projects (which will be
recorded on the property) between the City and the property owner.

e Grantees must sign a publicity release and allow the City to use the subject structure, project and/or
organization in promotional materials.

e For construction projects, a Community Development Department Historic Preservation Fund sign,
which will be provided at no cost to the grantee, must be displayed for the duration of the project
construction in a location approved by CHB staff in order for any grant monies to be released.

e Within one year from the fund award date, a final report and financial accounting of the expenditure
of the grant must be submitted, including the finalized building permit, if required, and a letter
confirming that grant funded work is complete. If the project is not completed in accordance with
the grant agreement, the grant may be reduced or revoked with corresponding reductions in
reimbursement and/or requirement for repayment of any disbursed funds. Grants will typically be
awarded on a reimbursement basis, but may be awarded by the HPFC in advance or some
combination of advance and reimbursement, on a case by case basis.

e Construction projects must be documented with a photographic record before, during and after. For
unique features and/or work processes, a written description of the process and tools used to
complete the project shall be required. Final completion shall be documented by photographs with
captions.
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SELECTION CRITERIA

Grant recipients will be selected by considering, among other points, the following criteria:

e The significance of the project or resource. Cultural Resources with higher designation status and/or
desperate need may be accorded higher priority consideration over those with lesser status and/or
need.

e The degree to which the project furthers one of the preservation priorities mentioned above, and
may act as a model for future applicants to follow or catalyst to spur further preservation activities.

e The need for funding and the urgency of the project.

e The project’s budget feasibility, and whether any matching funds or improvements are proposed by
the applicant.

e The project’s timeline.
e The long-term objectives or positive impact to be derived from the project.

e The qualifications of the key personnel, including consultants and/or contractors.

How 1O APPLY

You will need the following items as part of your HP Fund application:

e Completed application, which includes a budget section that outlines proposed expenses and
revenue (grant funds and any other sources) for the project.

e Up to four digital images of high quality (300 dpi), with caption and credit information.
e Alist of the applicant's current board of directors (nonprofit organizations and corporations/LLCs).

o |f applicable, applicant's Internal Revenue Service determination letter of tax-exempt status. If tax-
exempt status has not been fully approved by the IRS, please provide evidence of filing for
certification and letter of opinion from an attorney concerning the applicant's tax status (nonprofit
organizations).

e Resume/qualifications of consultant/contractor for construction project (if already chosen).
e Resume/experience of consultant and/or other personnel administering project.
e Upto three letters of endorsement.

e Complete applications must be received by the deadline for the applicable grant award cycle. Grant
awards will typically be announced at the HPFC meeting approximately 45 days after the deadline
(refer to schedule). However, emergency project applications will be considered at the next available
HPFC meeting after a complete submittal.

G:\CHB\Project Files\HP_Fund_Committee\Criteria_12-14.docx
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