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CHAPTER 107
THE HARBOR: THE PARKER-WASHBURN HOUSE

3014 PINE STREET
1931

Henry L.A. Jekel designed this one-and-a-half storied house in
a bold Normandy-style of architecture. N.B.H. Parker, and his wife,
Phoe be, built the eight-room home in 1931.

Mr. Parker owned a successful furniture manufacturing
company in New England. The couple spent several winters at the
Mission Inn before deciding to retire to Riverside and make it their
permanent home. Their children were grown and the mild climate
of Southern California appealed to them. The Parkers purchased a
large corner lot at Pine Street and Houghton Avenue and com-
missioned Henry L.A. Jekel to plan their house.

Both of the Parkers came from nautical families and much of
their youth had been spent aboard New England sailing ships.'
They made many suggestions to Jekel about the design of their
house, some of which related to methods of ship construction. In
May, 1931, Phoebe Parker ceremoniously turned over the first
shovelful of dirt to start construction of the $20,000 house built by
contractor J.V. Philbrick." In the fall, when the house was com-
pleted, the Parkers named it "The Harbor" because to them it
represented a place of comfort and security. Jekel received a
gracious letter of appreciation from the Parkers for his excellent
work.

The living room, with a ceiling two stories high, is supported by

The Harbor: The Parker-Washburn House
Riverside Municipal Museum Collection

1. Riverside Daily Press, January 1, 1932.
2. Ibid., May 6, 1931.
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heavy cross beams which gives the long, wide room a baronial
appearance. A massive stone fireplace of Viking design dominates
one wall and a dark, wooden staircase leading to an open balcony
stretches across the opposite wall. Near the fireplace is an unusual
stained-glass window in the shape of a port-hole depicting the
sailing vessel "Plymouth Tower." In 1850, Parker's father was its
skipper. a A large dining room is handsomely paneled in dark Oregon
pine hand carved by Italian craftsmen. The remainder of this wing
has a remodeled kitchen, servant's rooms, and the garage. Above
this section is the second story with an additional bedroom and
extra storage. In the south wing is the master bedroom with its own
adjoining sitting room. Most of the rooms in the Ushaped house
open onto a landscaped central patio which at one end has an
interesting rock fountain.

Whenever the Parkers were at home an American flag flew
from a flagpole in the south lawn to announce company was
welcomed. The Parkers often traveled accompanied by their own
chauffeur and maid. Neighbors best remember Mr. Parker with a
monocle and in knee breeches.

In 1939, the Parkers moved to Long Beach and sold their
Riverside house for $19,000 to Franklyn D. Hankins, M.D.4 The
Hankins family lived there for several years, but after World War II
sold the home to Archie A. Washburn.

Archie Washburn, his wife, Martha, and their children, Donna
and Phillip, lived several houses from the Harbor and had admired
it for some years. The Washburn family moved into the house and
lived there for many years. In 1969, Archie Washburn moved to
Hemet. His son, Phillip, took over the family citrus spraying
business and purchased his father's Riverside home. Today Phillip,
and his wife, Doris, enjoy the spacious home with its surrounding
terraced gardens, stately flagpole, and new gazebo.

-J.H.

:3. Ibid .. January 1, 19:~:2.
4. Ibid. July 26, 1929.

302P18-0673, Exhibit 2 - Application




