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Agricultural Water 
Rates Task Force

Systematic Review 
of WA‐Ag Rate 

Proposal

Agricultural 
Water Rates 
Task Force

Mission

The mission of the Agricultural Water 
Rates Task Force (Task Force) is to 

develop WA-3 and WA-9 rate 
recommendations for the Board of 

Public Utilities (Board) and City 
Council consideration by July 1, 2019.

https://riversideca.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=6208136&GUID=1695457D‐4807‐4207‐8D26‐B20DBD72B7AF
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SCHEDULE WA-Ag (v17) 

Agriculture Promotion and Preservation Rate  

POLICY: 

This rate is established to support, promote, preserve and encourage agriculture and the 
agricultural heritage of the City of Riverside.  

 

APPLICABILITY: 

This rate applies to properties that meet the “Qualifying Criteria” outlined in No. 1 of the 
Definitions; as well as any existing WA-3 or WA-9 customers, per Special Conditions #3. 

 

TERRITORY:  Within the RPU Service Area. 

Biennial Inspection Charge (Per month, Per Account) $xx.xx

Biennial Inspection Charge (Per month, Per Account) $xx.xx

Biennial Inspection Charge (Per month, Per Account) $xx.xx
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DEFINITIONS: 

1. Qualifying Criteria - To qualify for this rate the following criteria must be met: 
a. Property is ¾ acres or larger; 
b. Property is allowed to conduct agricultural activities as a “permitted use” according 

to City Zoning codes and General Plan land uses. 
c. Property is growing irrigated and clustered (positioned close together) fruit or nut 

trees, fruit bearing vines, row crop produce, or nursey stock on 75% or more of 
property; or 75% or more of property is being used as pasture for livestock; or a 
combination thereof. 

d. Property is inside RPU Service Area. 
e. If producing food or nursery stock to sell to market the property/business must have 

the appropriate horticultural and/or agricultural production permits and/or licenses 
as required and applicable by the California Department of Food and Agriculture 
(CDFA), the Riverside County Agricultural Commissioner, or the Riverside County 
Department of Environmental Health; and the business selling to market must 
maintain a City business license. 

f. If property is vacant and for sale, meets Qualifying Criteria a, b and d above, and 
the prospective buyers agree to meet Criteria c and e above within six months of 
close of escrow on the property, the property can receive this rate upon proof of 
close of escrow. 

DEFINITIONS: 

1. Qualifying Criteria - To qualify for this rate the following criteria must be met: 
g. Property owner may install a second meter for agricultural use only, provided such 

agricultural use area meets Qualifying Criteria a, b, d and e above. 

Should a percentage of Agricultural Use area be included:
• % of gross property?
• % of area served by 2nd meter?
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(Meter 2) Agricultural Operations  To be added to support Definition 1.g.



1/18/2019

5

Nominal Ornamental Landscaping  Dropped from current version 17, should it remain?

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 

1.  The Board of Public Utilities will publish a list of Best Irrigation Management Practices for the 
WA-Ag customers to use as a guide and menu for efficient agricultural irrigation and 
conservation practices. These practices will be reviewed and updated at least every 5 years. 

2. Any agricultural operations or activities must comply with all City municipal, zoning, land 
use, building, and/or other codes, as applicable. 
 

3. Upon the effective date of this rate, all existing WA-3 and WA-9 customers will transition 
onto this WA-Ag rate in accordance with the applicable section of RATES A, B or C.  Within 
6 months of the effective date of this WA-Ag rate tariff, RPU staff will inspect each prior WA-
3 and WA-9 customer property to ensure they are still in compliance with the Applicability 
and Special Conditions sections of their respective prior rate tariff (WA-3 or WA-9).  If upon 
inspection, the property is found to no longer be in compliance, the customer will have 6 
months to bring the property back into compliance.  If compliance is not met by the 181st day 
the customer will be moved to the WA-1 rate (residence on the property), or the WA-6 rate 
(no residence on the property), upon the next billing cycle from the final determination of 
non-compliance.  Prior WA-3 and WA-9 customers will be inspected every two years and 
must remain in compliance with the Applicability and Special Conditions sections of their 
respective prior rate tariff (WA-3 or WA-9) in order to remain on the WA-Ag rate for the first 
ten (10) years 
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ENERGY COST ADJUSTMENT FOR PUMPING WATER: 

The Quantity Rates shall be subject to an energy cost adjustment relating to increases and 
decreases in the cost of electric power for pumping water.  This energy cost adjustment shall 
apply to each one hundred cubic feet (CCF) of sales to which Quantity Rates apply. 

Determination of the adjustment factor shall be made at the beginning of each quarter, with the 
initial adjustment beginning February 1, 1983. 

The energy cost adjustment shall be calculated by dividing the CCF of metered Water sold in 
each quarter into the total dollar amount of fuel cost adjustments plus any base rate increases 
imposed by power suppliers for pumping water during that quarter: 

A. Fuel cost adjustment charges by Southern California Edison Company.  

B. Fuel cost surcharge charges by City of Riverside. 

C. Base rate increase charges by Southern California Edison Company.* 

D. Base rate increase charges by City of Riverside.* 

 $ (A+B+C+D) ___      =    $.0000 per CCF 

 CCF (Metered Sales) 

The resultant shall be the energy cost adjustment factor for pumping water and shall be 
expressed in terms of cents per CCF carried out to the nearest $0.0001.  This factor shall be 
divided by 0.885 to allow for the 11.5% of gross revenue payable to the City General Fund.  The 
resultant shall then become the energy cost adjustment to be multiplied by all CCF increments 
reported in billings to Customers.  The resultant amount in each case, expressed to the nearest 
$0.01, shall constitute the adjustment to be added to the Customer’s bill. 

 *(Over base rates in effect February 1, 1983) 
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Demand Ratchet: A means of applying a minimum billing to a large water‐use customer who may have 
inconsistent or seasonal water requirements.

If water consumption exceeds 100 ccf during any month, following charges shall apply for the next 12 
months:

Quantity Rate (Per 100 Cubic Feet): $X.XX/ccf

Minimum Monthly Charge:
All meter sizes through  3‐inch: $XXX.XX/month

4‐inch: $XXX.XX/month
6‐inch: $XXX.XX/month
8‐inch: $XXX.XX/month

The Department shall specify meter size based on acreage need.  The Minimum Charge will entitle the
Customer to the quantity of water that the monthly minimum charge will purchase at the Quantity
Rates rounded to the nearest billing unit.

Proposed For Large Water Users (> than 1.8 acre‐feet per year); Similar to current WA‐3 rates

RPU Rate Comparisons: WA‐3, WA‐9

12

Annual Water Use, acre‐feet (AFY)

W
at
e
r 
C
o
st
s 
($
/c
cf
)

Current WA‐3 Rate

Current WA‐9 Rate

B/E Price $1.52

Breakeven Volume ‐ 1.8 AFY

Ag Water Rate (WA‐3, WA‐9)
Breakeven (Indifference) Point


