
Sec. 400.  Enumerated; number, term and manner of election; wards. 
 (a) The elective officers of the City shall consist of a City Council of seven members, 
elected from wards, and a Mayor elected from the City at large, at the times and in the manner 
provided in this Charter, who shall serve for a term of four years and until their respective 
successors qualify.  The terms of all officials, so elected, shall be deemed to have commenced 
on the fifth Tuesday following the general municipal election. 
 (b) The members of the City Council shall be elected by wards by the registered voters of 
the respective wards only.  One member of the City Council shall be elected by each ward, and 
only the registered voters of each ward shall vote for the member of the City Council to be elected 
by that ward.  In those wards where there are more than two candidates, only a candidate 
receiving a majority of the total votes cast for the office shall be declared elected. 
 (c) If in an election for a member of the City Council for any ward, or for the office of Mayor, 
no candidate receives a majority of the total votes cast for the office, the City Council shall 
immediately upon the determination of that fact, call a special election to be held on the first 
Tuesday following the first Monday of November of that same year.  The two candidates receiving 
the highest number of votes for the office in the general municipal election shall be declared the 
candidates for the special election.  (Effective 1/5/2007) 
 (d) Officials elected at the general municipal election shall take office on the second 
Tuesday following completion of the canvass, but in no event later than the fifth Tuesday following 
the general municipal election.  Officials elected at any other election shall take office on the 
second Tuesday following completion of the canvass, but in no event later than the fifth Tuesday 
following the election. 
 (e) The qualifications of candidates and electors and the procedure governing general 
municipal elections shall apply to any special election called pursuant to this section and the 
notice of election shall be published at least thirty days prior to the date of such special election.  
(Effective 1/6/2003) 

(f) Notwithstanding the above, an election shall be held on June 5, 2007, for the purpose 
of electing members of the City Council from Wards 1, 3, 5, and 7 for terms expiring in June 2011, 
or until their successors are elected and seated.  (Effective 1/5/2007) 

(g) Notwithstanding the above, an election shall be held on June 2, 2009, for the purpose 
of electing members of the City Council from Wards 2, 4, and 6 for terms expiring June 2013, or 
until their successors are elected and seated.  (Effective 1/5/2007) 

(h) Notwithstanding the above, an election shall be held on November 3, 2009, for the 
purpose of electing the Mayor for a term expiring June 2012 or until their successor is elected and 
seated.  (Effective 1/5/2007) 
 

Sec. 500.  General municipal elections. 
 General municipal elections for the election of members of the City Council and for such 
other purposes as the City Council may prescribe shall be held in the City on the first Tuesday 
following the first Monday in June of each odd-numbered year.   

Beginning in June of 2012, general municipal elections for the election of Mayor shall be 
held on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in June of United States Presidential election 
years.  (Effective 1/5/2007) 
 


