
Chapter 19.100 – Residential Zones (RA-5, RC, RR, RE, R-1-1/2 Acre, R-1-13000, R-1-
10500, R-1-8500, R-1-7000, R-3-4000, R-3-3000, R-3-2500, R-3-2000, R-3-1500, R-4) 

19.100.010 - Purpose. 
The purpose of this chapter is to define allowable land uses and property development standards, 
including density of development, for all residential zones in order to produce healthy, safe, livable 
and attractive neighborhoods within the City of Riverside, consistent with the goals and policies 
of the City's General Plan. Fourteen residential zones are established to implement the residential 
land use designations of the General Plan. The purpose of each of the residential zones is as 
follows:  

A. Residential Agricultural Zone (RA-5). The Residential Agricultural Zone (RA-5) is established
to provide areas where general agricultural uses can occur independently or in conjunction
with a single-family residence, that preserves the agricultural character of the area.

B. Residential Conservation Zone (RC). The Residential Conservation Zone (RC) is established
consistent with General Plan objectives and voter approved initiatives (Proposition R and
Measure C) to protect prominent ridges, hilltops and hillsides, slopes, arroyos, ravines and
canyons, and other areas with high visibility or topographic conditions that warrant sensitive
development from adverse development practices, and specifically, to achieve the following
objectives:

1. To preserve and enhance the beauty of the City's landscape;

2. To maximize the retention of the City's natural topographic features, including but not
limited, to skyline profiles, ridgelines, ridge crests, hilltops, hillsides, slopes, arroyos,
ravines, canyons, prominent trees and rock outcrops, view corridors, and scenic vistas
through the careful selection and construction of building sites and building pads on said
topographic features.

3. To assure that residential use of said topographic features will relate to the surrounding
topography and will not be conspicuous and obtrusive because of the design and location
of said residential use;

4. To reduce the scarring effects of excessive grading for building pads and cut and fill
slopes;

5. To prevent the construction of slopes inadequately protected from erosion, deterioration
or slippage; and

6. To conserve the City's natural topographic features.

C. Rural Residential Zone (RR). The Rural Residential Zone (RR) is established to provide areas
for single-family residences on large lots where flexible provisions apply pertaining to the
keeping of farm animals such as horses, ponies, mules, cows, goats, sheep, and swine under
Future Farmers of America-supervised and 4-H-supervised projects. These zones are
established in those areas of the City where the keeping of such animals is already prevalent.
It is also the intent of the RR Zone to provide opportunities for persons whose lifestyles include
the keeping of such animals in areas where such animal-keeping activities minimize impact
to other residential properties.

D. Residential Estate Zone (RE) and R-1-½ Acre Zone. The Residential Estate Zone (RE) and
R-1-½ Acre Zone are established to provide areas for large lot single-family residences where
the keeping of livestock and other farm animals and agricultural uses areis not permitted.
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E. Additional Single-family Residential Zones (R-1-13000, R-1-10500, R-1-8500 and R-1-7000). 
Additional Single-family Residential Zones (R-1-½ Acre, R-1-13000, R-1-10500, R-1-8500 
and R-1-7000) are established to provide areas for single-family residences with a variety of 
lot sizes and housing choices.  

F. Multiple-Family Residential Zones (R-3-4000, R-3-3000, R-3-2500, R-3-2000 and R-3-1500). 
Medium High Density Residential Zones (R-3-4000 and R-3-3000) and High Density 
Residential Zones (R-3-2500, R-3-2000 and R-3-1500) are established to provide areas for 
multiple family residences within a single structure, including such residential development 
types as apartments, town homes and condominiums.  

G. Multiple-Family Residential Zone (R-4). The Very High Density Residential Zone (R-4) is 
established to provide areas for higher density multiple family residences in areas of the City 
readily served by public transit and near commercial zones and other nonresidential areas 
that meet the everyday shopping, educational, health service and similar needs of residents.  

(Ord. 7331 §4, 2016; Ord. 6966 §1, 2007) 

 . 
. 
. 

19.100.040 - Residential development standards.  
Tables 19.100.040.A (Residential Development Standards: Single-Family Residential Zones) and 
19.100.040.B (Residential Development Standards: Multiple-Family Residential Zones) establish 
the development standards applicable to all development within the residential zones.  

(Ord. 7408 §1, 2018; Ord. 7331 §4, 2016; Ord. 7109 §2, 2010; Ord. 7027 §1, §2, 2009; Ord. 6966 
§1, 2007)  

. 

. 

. 
Table19.100.040.B  

Residential Development Standards: Multiple-family Residential Zones  

Development 
Standards  

Multiple-Family Residential Zones  

R-3-4000  R-3-3000  R-3-2500  R-3-2000  R-3-1500  R-4  

Density - Maximum (Dwelling 
Units per Gross Acre) 6  10.9  14.5  17.4  21.8  29  40  

Lot Area per Parent Parcel - 
Minimum (Net)  

30,000 
sq. ft.  

30,000 
sq. ft.  

30,000 
sq. ft.  

30,000 
sq. ft.  

30,000 
sq. ft.  

30,000 
sq. ft.  

Lot Area per Dwelling Unit - 
Minimum (Net)  

4,000 sq. 
ft.  

3,000 sq. 
ft.  

2,500 sq. 
ft.  

2,000 sq. 
ft.  

1,500 sq. 
ft.  

1,000 sq. 
ft.  

Lot Width 5 - Minimum  80 ft.  80 ft.  80 ft.  80 ft.  80 ft.  100 ft.  

Lot Depth 5 - Minimum  150 ft.  150 ft.  100 ft.  100 ft.  100 ft.  150 ft.  
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Development 
Standards  

Multiple-Family Residential Zones  

R-3-4000  R-3-3000  R-3-2500  R-3-2000  R-3-1500  R-4  

Building Height 4, 6 - Maximum  30 ft. 2  30 ft. 2  30 ft. 2  30 ft. 2  30 ft. 2  50 ft.  

Number of Stories 6 - 
Maximum  2 5  2 5  2 5  2 5  2 5  4  

Setbacks - Minimum        

  A. Front 1, 3  25 ft.  25 ft.  20 ft.  15 ft.  15 ft.  15 ft.  

  B. Interior Side 1  10 ft.  10 ft.  10 ft.  7.5 ft.  7.5 ft.  7.5 ft.  

  C. Street Adjoining Side 1  10 ft.  10 ft.  10 ft.  10 ft.  10 ft.  10 ft.  

  D. Rear 1  20 ft.  20 ft.  20 ft.  15 ft.  15 ft.  10 ft.  

 Notes:  

1.    Whenever a Height Overlay Zone (S) has been applied to allow a structure to exceed two stories in height, the front, side and 
rear yards shall be increased by two and one-half feet for each story in excess of two stories, except as otherwise stated in this 
footnote. No building or building portions of two stories or higher may be located within 35 feet of any side or rear property line that 
abuts property in the RA-5, RC, RR, RE or R-1 Zone, in such instance for each story in excess of two, the setback shall be increased 
by 15-feet.  

2.  For a development of three acres or greater, up to 60 percent of the units may be in buildings up to three stories, 40-feet maximum 
height subject to Community & Economic Development Director review and approval.  

3.  Twenty-five-foot fully landscaped front yards for R-3 Zones, and 15-foot fully landscaped front yards for the R-4 Zone are required 
along all arterial streets, 88-feet wide or greater as shown on the Circulation Map of the City's General Plan.  

4.  Refer to Chapter 19.560 (Building Height Measurement) for height measurements and exceptions to height limits.  

5.  See Section 18.210.080 (Lots) and Article X (Definitions) for exemptions for cul-de-sac lots and knuckle lots.  

6.  See Chapter 19.149 - Airport Land Use Compatibility to determine if a project site is subject to Airport Land Use Compatibility 
Plan requirements.  

(Ord. 7413 , § 1(Exh. A), 2-20-2018)  
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