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LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION*

Please list the legislative members in the project area. Attach additional pages if necessary.

State Senator(s) Assembly Member(s)
Name(s) District | Name(s) District
Richard D. Roth 31 Jose Medina 61
*Use the following link to determine the legislators.
http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/ (search by address)
1A. Project Timeframe (Start and End Dates):Selotember 2020 - September 2021
1B. Project Area Boundaries: the three square mile plan area is generally bounded by Market Street to the East, the

South within the City of Riverside.

State Route 60 Freeway to the North, lowa Avenue to the West, and 14th Street to the

deliverables, parties involved, and any connections to relevant local, regional, and/or State
planning efforts. 150 words maximum (15 points):

1C. Project Description: Briefly summarize project in a clear and concise manner, including major
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2A. Project Justification: Describe the problems or deficiencies the project is attempting to address,
as well as how the project will address the identified problems or deficiencies. Additionally, list the
ramifications of not funding this project. This section needs to clearly define the existing issues
surrounding the project (e.g., transportation issues, inadequate transit services, impacts of heavy
trucking on local streets, air pollution, etc.). Competitive applications support the need for the
project with empirical data, describe how this project addresses issues raised, define the public
benefit, explain how the public was involved with identifying issues, and describe the impact of not
funding the project. Do not exceed the space provided. (10 points):

Cities “must now ensure that their education and workforce development systems produce locally grown talent
with the specialized skills that align with local advantages” (Katz, The New Localism). In December of 2017 the City
of Riverside’s City Council voted unanimously to approve the formation of an Innovation District, intended to spark
innovation, provide quality jobs, spur economic development, and enhance quality of life. The Riverside Innovation
District spans across the City’s dense urban core, the Eastside Neighborhood, and the University of Riverside
campus. Along the north side of the District runs a corridor lined with underutilized industrial development (some of
which has recently been revitalized). The entirety of the Innovation District is comprised of disadvantaged
communities.

The City Council and Office of the Mayor envisioned several key building blocks for the District, including: a
business attraction plan, a brand and marketing plan, and an integrated mobility & land use / zoning plan. Since
receiving this direction from Council, Riverside staff has built upon the outreach already conducted during the
Innovation District visioning process through community meetings and design charrettes with key stakeholders.
Staff has toured innovation districts across the county to research best practices, and brought millions in
infrastructure and housing grant funding alongside new investment to the District. Riverside is now seeking funds to
draft the Innovation District Strategic Plan.

According to the California Healthy Places Index map, neighborhoods within the Riverside Innovation District fall
in the 1st - 6th percentile of overall community health. While many adults are within range of high quality transit, the
percentage of adults able to access transit options remains comparably low with most of the Innovation District
falling into the lower quadrant of active transport when compared to other places on the Healthy Places Index.
Recent surveys of residents have shown that they feel the need for safer transit, enhancements at parks, and
greater access to healthy eating options, all of which would reduce the vehicle miles traveled generated by the
neighborhood. Resident concerns are also reflected in the Berkeley Transporation Injury Mapping System Active
Transportation dataset — which reflects a higher concentration of 8+ incident locations within the Innovation District
when compared to the remainder of the City (heatmap included in attachments). SCAG's safety review of Riverside
County found that 20% of all fatalities involve people walking or biking. At 9,400 miles, Riverside County residents,
according to the SCAG Local Safety Review, generate nearly 10% higher annual VMT per capita when compared
to the SCAG region. A 2017 study prepared by UCR graduate staff, “Biking in Fresh Air,” featured in Streetsblog,
examined PM2.5 exposure levels along active transportation corridors within the Innovation District and identified
ranking / improvement areas to address the anticipated .14 ug total PM 2.5 exposure to bicyclists along University
Avenue.

The data reflects that infrastructure change and a change in development patterns is needed to reduce vehicle
dependence. Traffic counts of arterials within the Innovation District reveal that many are operating under capacity,
some close to half capacity according to General Plan standards
(https://www.riversideca.gov/publicworks/traffic/pdf/traffic-volume-counts.pdf ). Many of these roads could bear
facilities that encourage use of transit and non-vehicular trips within the Innovation District, benefiting both current
residents and future establishments. As Janette Sadik-Khan wrote in ‘Streetfight,” “you’ll find millions of miles of
sidewalks, bus and bike lanes, and public spaces — entire cities — trapped within our streets.”

The project site is at the intersection of State Route 60, Interstate 215, and State Route 91. The 2016 Sothern
California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional Transportation Plan identifies the number of trucks on key
corridors within Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, and Riverside Counties.
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(2A. Project Justification Continued)

Of these corridors, State Route 60 — which is the northern boundary of the Innovation District, carries the highest
number of daily trucks at 41,000 per day — a figure which is expected to expand to 68,000 by the year 2040. State
route 91 is shown to carry 18,000 daily trucks and is expected to carry 32,000 by the year 2040. According to the
SCAG Regional Goods Movement Plan & Implementation Strategy, Riverside County contains the highest
percentage of potential warehousing space within Southern California. The California Healthy Places Index reports
for tracts within the Innovation District reveal that up to 47.26 kg/day of diesel PM is produced within the project
area, placing the Innovation District below the 5th percentile of statewide diesel impacts. According to
Calenviroscreen 3.0, residents within the Innovation District bear the 99th percentile pollutant burden relative to
Statewide measurements.

A significant portion of the Innovation District is comprised of aging industrial & citrus packinghouse sites. A recent
report completed by the Western Riverside Council of Governments found that development costs for warehousing
& logistics are 55% higher in Los Angeles County than in the Inland Empire, and that Riverside County’s
development fees for industrial uses are less costly than fees in San Bernardino County. The current development
landscape incentivizes new industrial uses to replace underutilized & aging industrial properties within the
Innovation District — a strategic plan to identify opportunities for more dense and varied land uses and within this
portion of the Innovation District could:

* Provide opportunities for small businesses, and startups associated with clean air & transportation research at
UCR'’s Center for Environmental Research and Technology

* Allow for the establishment of creative & intellectual ‘hubs’ within the District

» Address the Healthy Places Index identified 1.62 percentile ‘above poverty’ income indicator within the Innovation
District by reducing the amount of crowded housing, providing economic opportunity and access to improved
transportation.

* Focus growth in areas that limit concerns of displacement, and allow the plan to dictate the form of new
development in a way that is mindful of local art and history.

As part of the identification of needs within the Innovation District, the Mayor’s Office conducted a series of three
visioning sessions, one for the leaders and representatives of community groups, one for minority business groups,
and one for millennials. The model used for the sessions was the ‘World Café Process” that encouraged attendees
to recommend solutions to preserve the heritage of the area, enhance quality of life, weave arts and culture, and
integrate people friendly transportation into the Innovation District. The community consensus was that the
innovation District must create high value, non-polluting jobs, and invest in innovative transit options, including
electrified and non-polluting buses and streetcars. The timely funding and development of the Innovation District
Strategic Plan will allow the City to directly address the established need for transportation alternatives and
enhancements, and provide direction for land use change to be executed as part of the City’'s General Plan Update.

The City of Riverside has assembled an ‘Innovation District Task Force’ across several Divisions, including
Economic Development, Public Works, and City Planning. This task force recently completed a cross-country tour
of Innovation Districts, including: Raleigh / Durham North Carolina, Pittsburgh Pennsylvania, Detroit Michigan,
Chattanooga Tennessee, and Oklahoma City Oklahoma. During this tour, staff conducted direct interviews of City
Staff, Chambers of Commerce, Nonprofits, Universities, and residents to understand the best practices of planning
for a successful Innovation District. The Riverside Innovation District Strategic plan would likely make use of the
flexible zoning found in Detroit used to encourage a transition to higher use of industrial sites. The plan would seek
to be bold in its mobility recommendations as Raleigh was with the conversion of Fayetteville Street. The plan would
weigh heavily the transformative capabilities of fiber optic & 5G technologies used by Chattanooga to spur research
and advance tech firms. The value of formally providing decision-making capabilities to non-governmental entities,
as Oklahoma City did with much success, would be a key consideration.

This task force, along with City Management and the Mayor’s Office would be directly involved with the planning
process to ensure compatibility across departments and maximize the yields of identified transportation projects.
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2B. Disadvantaged Communities Justification: Explain how the project area or portions of the
project area are defined as a disadvantaged community, including Native American Tribal
Governments and rural communities, as well as how the proposed project addresses the needs of
the disadvantaged community. The tools in the Grant Application Guide (Pages 11-14) are
intended to help applicants define a disadvantaged community. Please cite data sources, the tools
used, and include a comparison to the statewide thresholds that are established in each tool. Also
describe how disadvantaged communities will benefit from the proposed planning project.
Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

The entirety of the Riverside Innovation District falls within SB 535 qualifying disadvantaged communities and is
within an Opportunity Zone, most neighborhoods within the Innovation District fall within the 95 — 100% range on
the CalEnviroscreen scale, this data was obtained through the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment. Neighborhoods within this district bear the 99th percentile pollutant burden and 95th percentile rates
of Asthma related hospital visits statewide. Ozone pollutant levels sit within the 90th — 100th percentile compared to
statewide data. Other neighborhoods within the Innovation District fall under the 97th — 99th percentile statewide
unemployment rates according to OEHHA. According to the California Department of Education, 96.8% of students
at Longfellow Elementary qualify for free or reduced price meals and 91.9% qualify at Lincoln High school. These
rates additionally identify the Innovation District as a disadvantaged community when compared to the 75%
statewide threshold used to determine a qualifying disadvantaged community.

The Innovation District Strategic plan would identify new development opportunities to encourage job growth,
reduce time away from home & on the road for its residents, and reduce vehicle miles traveled. Economic
opportunity, housing and job growth are key recommendations of the Healthy Places Index report for the
disadvantaged neighborhoods that make up the Innovation District.

The City has additionally been examining the potential to establish a Community Revitalization and Investment
Authority within the Innovation District - which could serve as the implementing agent for bold transportation
projects identified within the plan.

2C. Disadvantaged Communities Engagement: Applicants should describe how the proposed effort
would engage disadvantaged communities, including Native American Tribal Governments and
rural communities. Include specific outreach methods for involving disadvantaged communities.
Also describe how disadvantaged communities will continue to be engaged during the next phases
after the proposed planning project is complete, including project implementation. See Grant
Application Guide, Pages 25-26, for best practices in community engagement.
Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

The entirety of the Innovation District is a Disadvantaged Community. The City of Riverside has a hands-on
approach to engagement and a close relationship with active community groups. The City has partnered with the
Riverside Community Health Foundation — an organization that oversees the Healthy Eating Active Living (HEAL)
zone within the Innovation District. Together, City, RCHF staff, and residents engaged in the HEAL zone process
have conducted walking and biking audits of the neighborhood, executed on the establishment of two ‘Art
Alleyways’ in the Eastside neighborhood, and are preparing an application for the Transformative Climate
Communities funding program (alongside several other stakeholder groups). As part of the grant development
process, www.riversideca.gov/eastisde was created to inform and engage with residents; neighborhoods have
expressed the desire to have the website be used for grant follow-through and ongoing tracking of community
needs. Staff regularly attends community meetings, hosts events, and are planning a Ciclovia Open Streets Event
for September 2020 that runs through the heart of the Innovation District. All communications with residents, digital
and in person, are bilingual.

The Innovation District Strategic Plan would have similar standards of community engagement, and involve
residents as part of a focused decision making process. The project will also benefit from the ongoing Riverside
PACT - the development of a Pedestrian Target Safeguarding Plan, Active Transportation Master Plan, Complete
Streets Ordinance, and Trail Master Plan.
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3. Grant Specific Objectives: Explain how the proposed project addresses the grant specific
objectives of the Sustainable Communities grant program. Applicants should integrate the following
Grant Program Considerations (Pages 5-16) in the responses for 3A-G below, as applicable:

o0 California Transportation Plan (CTP) 2040

2017 RTP Guidelines and Promoting Sustainable Communities in California

Complete Streets and Smart Mobility Framework

Climate Ready Transportation

Addressing Environmental Justice and Disadvantaged Communities

California Sustainable Freight Action Plan

2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan Update, Appendix C

o0 Planning for Housing

O O0OO0OO0OO0O0

3A. Explain how the proposal encourages local and regional multimodal transportation, housing
and land use planning that furthers the region’s RTP SCS (where applicable). Applicants
should demonstrate how the proposed effort would coordinate transportation, housing, and
land use planning components of the project to inform one another (i.e., regular coordination
meetings between responsible entities, joint community meetings, letters of commitment from
all relevant implementing agencies, etc. Also explain how the proposed effort would contribute
to shifts in land use towards more sustainable and equitable communities, such as more
affordable housing near transit or more compact regional development patterns. See Pages
19-21 for example project types. Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

The Southern California Association of Government’s Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities
Strategy calls for the implementation of Advanced Transit Priority and Bus Rapid Transit projects. The Innovation
District benefits from the Riverside Transit Agency’s RapidLink GoldLine project, but additional high quality transit
through the district would spur reinvestment in higher uses through the industrial packinghouse area, allow for
increases in density while easing impacts to vehicle miles traveled, and simplify the California Environmental
Quality Act assessment of transportation impacts. Mobility projects identified through the strategic planning
process would target future land use in addition to serving an existing need, and serve as the connective tissue for
the District. The City has already taken significant steps to allow for increased office floor-area-ratios in its
downtown core, and has facilitated the entitlement and ongoing construction of nearly 1000 housing units in the
downtown area. The City’s Innovation District Task Force would ensure interdepartmental compatibility of plan
components to best pave the way for the desired Innovation District vison; any action items requiring an external
partner would be formalized at the plan completion through an MOU or letter of commitment.

3B. Explain how the proposal contributes to the State’s GHG reduction targets and advances
transportation related GHG emission reduction project types/strategies (i.e., mode shift,
demand management, travel cost, operational efficiency, accessibility, and coordination with
future employment and residential land use, etc.)
Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

The California Air Resources Board is well into the process of constructing its new Southern California
headquarters within the Innovation District. The move is in part inspired by the proximity to the University of
California Riverside's Center for Environmental Research and Technology - which has a wealth of completed and
ongoing research in the fields of clean air, climate change, and transportation. The presence of these two
institutions is expected to both draw in and create locally the next generation of clean air researchers and applied
technology firms within the Innovation District. Where the Innovation District Strategic Plan's positive impact to
mobility and land use will advance density and an alternative transportation network with a significant potential to
reduce GHG, it is Riverside's objective that the literal work of institutions, individuals, and companies within the
Innovation District will advance the state's objective of advancing climate science as cited in the Safeguarding
California Plan while advancing policy L-4 of the plan to spur economic development. UCR CE-CERT has already
partnered with the City to deploy their Eco-Approach software along the University Avenue Innovation Corridor
using dedicated short range communications - a technology that aims to improve efficiencies and reduce idle times
throughout a corridor and boost operational efficiency.
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3C. Explain how the proposal supports other State goals, including but not limited to, State
planning priorities (Government Code Section 65041.1), climate adaptation goals
(Safeguarding California), and the goals and best practices cited in the 2017 RTP Guidelines,
Appendices K and L. Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

The Innovation District Strategic Plan would align the land use and transportation compatibilities and capacities
as called for in State Planning priorities. Specifically, the plan will accomplish the State’s requirement of
encouraging, “infill development and appropriate reuse and redevelopment of previously developed, underutilized
land that is presently served by transit (...) particularly in underserved areas, and to preserving cultural and historic
resources.” The plan’s commitment to preserving the cultural resources of the Eastside while improving
underutilized commercial / industrial development will meet this state objective. The diversification of transit
options and enhancement of the Active Transportation Network will additionally meet objectives of Safeguarding
California by supporting and developing “multimodal transportation routes to provide a variety of travel options in
the case that a route is damaged.”

3D. Explain how the proposal encourages stakeholder involvement. Applicants should list the
stakeholders involved in the planning effort (e.g., first responders, community-based
organizations, local housing and public health departments, transit agencies, and partners
including State, federal, local agencies), as well as how they will be involved throughout the
project. Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

The City of Riverside Mayor’s Office convened a series of stakeholder meetings, titled the “Innovation District
Committee.” Meeting stakeholders included: the Raincross Group, Best Best & Krieger Law Firm, the Inland
Empire Asian Business Association, CE-CERT University of California Riverside, California Baptist University, the
Greater Riverside Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the Riverside Unified School District, the Art Pick Group, local
businesses such as the ‘Salted Pig’, the Riverside Community Collee District, the Riverside County Black
Chamber of Commerce, the County of Riverside, the Riverside Art Museum, the Greater Riverside Chambers of
Commerce, Earthlogic Consulting, the Alvord Unified School District, Vocademy, La Sierra University, the
Riverside Food Systems Alliance, the Wards 1 & 2 Councilmembers, and City Staff. A subset of this committee
has taken part in a series of visioning charrettes intended to move the Innovation District process forward. The IDC
would be reengaged as part of the process, along with the Riverside Transit Agency and Riverside County
Transportation Commission. As the project is development of a strategic plan, a key outcome of the plan is
identification of near-term action items to be carried out by participants in the planning process.

3E. Explain how the proposal involves active community engagement. Applicants should describe
the specific public outreach methods/events that will be employed throughout the project, as
well as how public input will inform the project. Also describe how the effort will survey the
public at the end of each outreach event to gauge effectiveness of these activities for the
planning effort. Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

The community engagement strategy for the plan would similarly build upon previous visioning efforts by the
Mayor’s Office, during which the Commission on Disabilities, Downtown Riverside Partnership, Downtown Area
neighborhood Alliance, Eastside Community Forum, Eastside Think Tank, Eastside Reconciliation, Homeowners
of the Wood Streets Alliance, the Latino Network, NAACP, Neighbors of the Wood Streets, Northside Improvement
Association, The Group, and the University Neighborhood Group. Additionally, project partners with the City’s
Transformative Climate Communities Grant Application would be engaged in the process, including the Riverside
Community Health Foundation. Public meetings, open house events, a project website, and community charrettes
are a routine part of the planning process, although the City also employs participation in pop-up events or creative
planning opportunities. For example, a ‘trick or treat’ style event titled “Clean N’ Green Halloween” is being hosted
on October 19th within the Innovation District, where residents will visit project partner stations for a chance to
provide input on Transformative Climate Community grant planning, enjoy festive decorations, and pick up some
candy along the way. The City employs survey technology (www.riversideca.gov/eastside) to collect project and
event-specific feedback.
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3F. Explain how the proposal assists in achieving the Caltrans Mission and Grant Program
Overarching Objectives on Page 4): Sustainability, Preservation, Mobility, Safety, Innovation,
Economy, Health, and Social Equity, as applicable.
Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

The Innovation District Strategic Plan will support the Caltrans Mission and Overarching Objectives by meeting the
following objectives:

Sustainability: The strategic plan will promote the reduction of GHG and VMT within the Innovation District
Preservation: Actively involve community members with interest in preserving Riverside's Citrus and cultural
heritage through architecture and art

Mobility: Promote the identification of transformative mobility projects and supporting land use changes.

Safety: Assess the potential to reduce vehicle travel lane widths and install pedestrian and bicycle serving
infrastructure within the right of way, to tie into the Riverside Active Transportation Plan

Innovation: A key priority for the Innovation District, the plan will promote advancement of clean air technology and
seek additional means of public-private partnership to allow for the testing of new technologies

Economy: The plan will encourage the establishment and attraction of good-wage, low-polluting jobs within the
District, providing opportunities to work close to home for Innovation District residents.

Health: The promotion of a dense alternative mobility network will reduce a reliance on vehicular trips,

and active transportation amenities will encourage a larger portion of trips to be on-foot

Social Equity: Residents have already spoken in favor of a District that is mindful of displacement risks

3G. Explain how the proposal ultimately results in funded and programmed multimodal
transportation system improvements. Applicants should discuss next steps for project
implementation, including timing for programming improvements that would result from the
planning effort. Do not exceed the space provided. 5 points:

The Innovation District Vision process identified the following potential funding sources for infrastructure: DOT
FTA Capital Investment Grants Program, Congestion Mitigation Air Quality funds, EPA Brownfields, DOT
Pedestrian and Bicycle Funding. The City is currently collaborating to apply for Affordable Housing and
Sustainable Communities and Transformative Climate Communities grants within the Innovation District. Additional
funding opportunities are potentially available through the establishment of a Community Revitalization and
Investment Authority, with operations and maintenance potentially funded through a Vehicle Miles Traveled
mitigation bank for new development impacts. The City would move quickly to bring transportation projects to the
‘shovel ready’ stage, and land use & zoning changes would be recommended for implementation through the
General Plan Update. Opportunity areas that conform with existing land use would be addressed through the
short-term strategic objectives of the plan.
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4. Project Management (30 points): See Scope of Work and Project Timeline samples and
checklists for requirements (Grant Application Guide, Pages 54-60), also available
upon request.

4A. Scope of Work in required Microsoft Word format (15 points)

4B. Project Timeline in required Microsoft Excel format (15 points)
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Application Signature Page

If selected for funding, the information contained in this application will become the foundation of the
contract with Caltrans.

To the best of my knowledge, all information contained in this application is true and correct. If
awarded a grant with Caltrans, | agree that | will adhere to the program guidelines.

Kris Martinez

Signature of Authorized Official (Applicant) Print Name
Public Works Director 10/15/2019
Title Date

Signature of Authorized Official (Sub-Applicant) Print Name

Title Date

Signature of Authorized Official (Sub-Applicant) Print Name

Title Date
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	2A Continued:    Of these corridors, State Route 60 – which is the northern boundary of the Innovation District, carries the highest number of daily trucks at 41,000 per day – a figure which is expected to expand to 68,000 by the year 2040. State route 91 is shown to carry 18,000 daily trucks and is expected to carry 32,000 by the year 2040. According to the SCAG Regional Goods Movement Plan & Implementation Strategy, Riverside County contains the highest percentage of potential warehousing space within Southern California. The California Healthy Places Index reports for tracts within the Innovation District reveal that up to 47.26 kg/day of diesel PM is produced within the project area, placing the Innovation District below the 5th percentile of statewide diesel impacts. According to Calenviroscreen 3.0, residents within the Innovation District bear the 99th percentile pollutant burden relative to Statewide measurements.

  A significant portion of the Innovation District is comprised of aging industrial & citrus packinghouse sites. A recent report completed by the Western Riverside Council of Governments found that development costs for warehousing & logistics are 55% higher in Los Angeles County than in the Inland Empire, and that Riverside County’s development fees for industrial uses are less costly than fees in San Bernardino County. The current development landscape incentivizes new industrial uses to replace underutilized & aging industrial properties within the Innovation District – a strategic plan to identify opportunities for more dense and varied land uses and within this portion of the Innovation District could: 

• Provide opportunities for small businesses, and startups associated with clean air & transportation research at UCR’s Center for Environmental Research and Technology
• Allow for the establishment of creative & intellectual ‘hubs’ within the District
• Address the Healthy Places Index identified 1.62 percentile ‘above poverty’  income indicator within the Innovation District by reducing the amount of crowded housing, providing economic opportunity and access to improved transportation.
• Focus growth in areas that limit concerns of displacement, and allow the plan to dictate the form of new development in a way that is mindful of local art and history.

   As part of the identification of needs within the Innovation District, the Mayor’s Office conducted a series of three visioning sessions, one for the leaders and representatives of community groups, one for minority business groups, and one for millennials. The model used for the sessions was the ‘World Café Process” that encouraged attendees to recommend solutions to preserve the heritage of the area, enhance quality of life, weave arts and culture, and integrate people friendly transportation into the Innovation District. The community consensus was that the innovation District must create high value, non-polluting jobs, and invest in innovative transit options, including electrified and non-polluting buses and streetcars. The timely funding and development of the Innovation District Strategic Plan will allow the City to directly address the established need for transportation alternatives and enhancements, and provide direction for land use change to be executed as part of the City’s General Plan Update. 

   The City of Riverside has assembled an ‘Innovation District Task Force’ across several Divisions, including Economic Development, Public Works, and City Planning. This task force recently completed a cross-country tour of Innovation Districts, including: Raleigh / Durham North Carolina, Pittsburgh Pennsylvania, Detroit Michigan, Chattanooga Tennessee, and Oklahoma City Oklahoma. During this tour, staff conducted direct interviews of City Staff, Chambers of Commerce, Nonprofits, Universities, and residents to understand the best practices of planning for a successful Innovation District. The Riverside Innovation District Strategic plan would likely make use of the flexible zoning found in Detroit used to encourage a transition to higher use of industrial sites. The plan would seek to be bold in its mobility recommendations as Raleigh was with the conversion of Fayetteville Street. The plan would weigh heavily the transformative capabilities of fiber optic & 5G technologies used by Chattanooga to spur research and advance tech firms. The value of formally providing decision-making capabilities to non-governmental entities, as Oklahoma City did with much success, would be a key consideration. 

   This task force, along with City Management and the Mayor’s Office would be directly involved with the planning process to ensure compatibility across departments and maximize the yields of identified transportation projects. 

   
	2B Disadvantaged Communities Justification Explain how the project area or portions of the project area are defined as a disadvantaged community as well as how the proposed project addresses the needs of the disadvantaged community The optional tools in the Grant Application Guide Pages 1012 related to environmental justice and health are intended to help applicants define a very contextdependent definition of a disadvantaged community  Regionally andor locally defined disadvantaged communities are acceptable  Applicants may also include other population characteristics such as income or level of education Please cite data sources  Also describe how disadvantaged communities will benefit from the proposed planning project Do not exceed the space provided 5 points:    
   The entirety of the Riverside Innovation District falls within SB 535 qualifying disadvantaged communities and is within an Opportunity Zone, most neighborhoods within the Innovation District fall within the 95 – 100% range on the CalEnviroscreen scale, this data was obtained through the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment. Neighborhoods within this district bear the 99th percentile pollutant burden and 95th percentile rates of Asthma related hospital visits statewide. Ozone pollutant levels sit within the 90th – 100th percentile compared to statewide data. Other neighborhoods within the Innovation District fall under the 97th – 99th percentile statewide unemployment rates according to OEHHA. According to the California Department of Education, 96.8% of students at Longfellow Elementary qualify for free or reduced price meals and 91.9% qualify at Lincoln High school. These rates additionally identify the Innovation District as a disadvantaged community when compared to the 75% statewide threshold used to determine a qualifying disadvantaged community.

   The Innovation District Strategic plan would identify new development opportunities to encourage job growth, reduce time away from home & on the road for its residents, and reduce vehicle miles traveled. Economic opportunity, housing and job growth are key recommendations of the Healthy Places Index report for the disadvantaged neighborhoods that make up the Innovation District.

   The City has additionally been examining the potential to establish a Community Revitalization and Investment Authority within the Innovation District - which could serve as the implementing agent for bold transportation projects identified within the plan.
	2C Disadvantaged Communities Engagement Applicants should describe how the proposed effort would engage disadvantaged communities including Native American Tribal Governments and rural communities Include specific outreach methods for involving disadvantaged communities Also describe how disadvantaged communities will continue to be engaged during the next phases after the proposed planning project is complete including project implementation  See Grant Application Guide Pages 1920 for best practices in community engagement Do not exceed the space provided 5 points:    The entirety of the Innovation District is a Disadvantaged Community. The City of Riverside has a hands-on approach to engagement and a close relationship with active community groups. The City has partnered with the Riverside Community Health Foundation – an organization that oversees the Healthy Eating Active Living (HEAL) zone within the Innovation District. Together, City, RCHF staff, and residents engaged in the HEAL zone process have conducted walking and biking audits of the neighborhood, executed on the establishment of two ‘Art Alleyways’ in the Eastside neighborhood, and are preparing an application for the Transformative Climate Communities funding program (alongside several other stakeholder groups). As part of the grant development process, www.riversideca.gov/eastisde was created to inform and engage with residents; neighborhoods have expressed the desire to have the website be used for grant follow-through and ongoing tracking of community needs. Staff regularly attends community meetings, hosts events, and are planning a Ciclovia Open Streets Event for September 2020 that runs through the heart of the Innovation District. All communications with residents, digital and in person, are bilingual. 

   The Innovation District Strategic Plan would have similar standards of community engagement, and involve residents as part of a focused decision making process. The project will also benefit from the ongoing Riverside PACT - the development of a Pedestrian Target Safeguarding Plan, Active Transportation Master Plan, Complete Streets Ordinance, and Trail Master Plan.
	3A Encourages local and regional multimodal transportation housing and land use planning that furthers the regions RTP SCS where applicable Applicants should demonstrate how the proposed effort would coordinate transportation housing and land use planning components of the project to inform one another ie regular coordination meetings between responsible entities joint community meetings letters of commitment from all relevant implementing agencies etc  Also explain how the proposed effort would contribute to shifts in land use towards more sustainable and equitable communities such as more affordable housing near transit or more compact regional development patterns See Pages 1618 for example project types Do not exceed the space provided 5 points: The Southern California Association of Government’s Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy calls for the implementation of Advanced Transit Priority and Bus Rapid Transit projects. The Innovation District benefits from the Riverside Transit Agency’s RapidLink GoldLine project, but additional high quality transit through the district would spur reinvestment in higher uses through the industrial packinghouse area, allow for increases in density while easing impacts to vehicle miles traveled, and simplify the California Environmental Quality Act assessment of transportation impacts. Mobility projects identified through the strategic planning process would target future land use in addition to serving an existing need, and serve as the connective tissue for the District. The City has already taken significant steps to allow for increased office floor-area-ratios in its downtown core, and has facilitated the entitlement and ongoing construction of nearly 1000 housing units in the downtown area. The City’s Innovation District Task Force would ensure interdepartmental compatibility of plan components to best pave the way for the desired Innovation District vison; any action items requiring an external partner would be formalized at the plan completion through an MOU or letter of commitment. 
	3B Contributes to the States GHG reduction targets and advances transportation related GHG emission reduction project typesstrategies ie mode shift demand management travel cost operational efficiency accessibility and coordination with future employment and residential land use etc Do not exceed the space provided 5 points: The California Air Resources Board is well into the process of constructing its new Southern California headquarters within the Innovation District. The move is in part inspired by the proximity to the University of California Riverside's Center for Environmental Research and Technology - which has a wealth of completed and ongoing research in the fields of clean air, climate change, and transportation. The presence of these two institutions is expected to both draw in and create locally the next generation of clean air researchers and applied technology firms within the Innovation District. Where the Innovation District Strategic Plan's positive impact to mobility and land use will advance density and an alternative transportation network with a significant potential to reduce GHG, it is Riverside's objective that the literal work of institutions, individuals, and companies within the Innovation District will advance the state's objective of advancing climate science as cited in the Safeguarding California Plan while advancing policy L-4 of the plan to spur economic development. UCR CE-CERT has already partnered with the City to deploy their Eco-Approach software along the University Avenue Innovation Corridor using dedicated short range communications - a technology that aims to improve efficiencies and reduce idle times throughout a corridor and boost operational efficiency.
	3C Supports other State goals including but not limited to State planning priorities Government Code Section 650411 climate adaptation goals Safeguarding California and the goals and best practices cited in the 2017 RTP Guidelines Appendices K and L Do not exceed the space provided 5 points:    
   The Innovation District Strategic Plan would align the land use and transportation compatibilities and capacities as called for in State Planning priorities. Specifically, the plan will accomplish the State’s requirement of encouraging, “infill development and appropriate reuse and redevelopment of previously developed, underutilized land that is presently served by transit (…) particularly in underserved areas, and to preserving cultural and historic resources.” The plan’s commitment to preserving the cultural resources of the Eastside while improving underutilized commercial / industrial development will meet this state objective. The diversification of transit options and enhancement of the Active Transportation Network will additionally meet objectives of Safeguarding California by supporting and developing “multimodal transportation routes to provide a variety of travel options in the case that a route is damaged.”
	3D Encourages stakeholder involvement  Applicants should list the stakeholders involved in the planning effort as well as how they will be involved throughout the project Do not exceed the space provided 5 points: The City of Riverside Mayor’s Office convened a series of stakeholder meetings, titled the “Innovation District Committee.” Meeting stakeholders included: the Raincross Group, Best Best & Krieger Law Firm, the Inland Empire Asian Business Association, CE-CERT University of California Riverside, California Baptist University, the Greater Riverside Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the Riverside Unified School District, the Art Pick Group, local businesses such as the ‘Salted Pig’, the Riverside Community Collee District, the Riverside County Black Chamber of Commerce, the County of Riverside, the Riverside Art Museum, the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce, Earthlogic Consulting, the Alvord Unified School District, Vocademy, La Sierra University, the Riverside Food Systems Alliance, the Wards 1 & 2 Councilmembers, and City Staff. A subset of this committee has taken part in a series of visioning charrettes intended to move the Innovation District process forward. The IDC would be reengaged as part of the process, along with the Riverside Transit Agency and Riverside County Transportation Commission. As the project is development of a strategic plan, a key outcome of the plan is identification of near-term action items to be carried out by participants in the planning process. 
	3E Involves active community engagement  Applicants should describe the specific public outreach methodsevents that will be employed throughout the project as well as how public input will inform the project Also describe how the effort will survey the public at the end of each outreach event to gauge effectiveness of these activities for the planning effort Do not exceed the space provided 5 points: The community engagement strategy for the plan would similarly build upon previous visioning efforts by the Mayor’s Office, during which the Commission on Disabilities, Downtown Riverside Partnership, Downtown Area neighborhood Alliance, Eastside Community Forum, Eastside Think Tank, Eastside Reconciliation, Homeowners of the Wood Streets Alliance, the Latino Network, NAACP, Neighbors of the Wood Streets, Northside Improvement Association, The Group, and the University Neighborhood Group. Additionally, project partners with the City’s Transformative Climate Communities Grant Application would be engaged in the process, including the Riverside Community Health Foundation. Public meetings, open house events, a project website, and community charrettes are a routine part of the planning process, although the City also employs participation in pop-up events or creative planning opportunities. For example, a ‘trick or treat’ style event titled “Clean N’ Green Halloween” is being hosted on October 19th within the Innovation District, where residents will visit project partner stations for a chance to provide input on Transformative Climate Community grant planning, enjoy festive decorations, and pick up some candy along the way. The City employs survey technology (www.riversideca.gov/eastside) to collect project and event-specific feedback. 
	3F Assists in achieving the Caltrans Mission and Grant Program Overarching Objectives on Page 4 Sustainability Preservation Mobility Safety Innovation Economy Health and Social Equity as applicable Do not exceed the space provided 5 points: The Innovation District Strategic Plan will support the Caltrans Mission and Overarching Objectives by meeting the 
following objectives: 
Sustainability: The strategic plan will promote the reduction of GHG and VMT within the Innovation District
Preservation: Actively involve community members with interest in preserving Riverside's Citrus and cultural 
heritage through architecture and art
Mobility: Promote the identification of transformative mobility projects and supporting land use changes.
Safety: Assess the potential to reduce vehicle travel lane widths and install pedestrian and bicycle serving
infrastructure within the right of way, to tie into the Riverside Active Transportation Plan
Innovation: A key priority for the Innovation District, the plan will promote advancement of clean air technology and 
seek additional means of public-private partnership to allow for the testing of new technologies
Economy: The plan will encourage the establishment and attraction of good-wage, low-polluting jobs within the District, providing opportunities to work close to home for Innovation District residents.
Health: The promotion of a dense alternative mobility network will reduce a reliance on vehicular trips, 
and active transportation amenities will encourage a larger portion of trips to be on-foot
Social Equity: Residents have already spoken in favor of a District that is mindful of displacement risks
	3G Ultimately results in funded and programmed multimodal transportation system improvements Applicants should discuss next steps for project implementation including timing for programming improvements that would result from the planning effort Do not exceed the space provided 5 points:    The Innovation District Vision process identified the following potential funding sources for infrastructure: DOT FTA Capital Investment Grants Program, Congestion Mitigation Air Quality funds, EPA Brownfields, DOT Pedestrian and Bicycle Funding. The City is currently collaborating to apply for Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities and Transformative Climate Communities grants within the Innovation District. Additional funding opportunities are potentially available through the establishment of a Community Revitalization and Investment Authority, with operations and maintenance potentially funded through a Vehicle Miles Traveled mitigation bank for new development impacts. The City would move quickly to bring transportation projects to the ‘shovel ready’ stage, and land use & zoning changes would be recommended for implementation through the General Plan Update. Opportunity areas that conform with existing land use would be addressed through the short-term strategic objectives of the plan.
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