
 

  
 City Council Memorandum 
 

 
TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE: JANUARY 7, 2020 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT WARDS: ALL 

 
SUBJECT: RIVERSIDE REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLANT – APPROVAL OF 

REVISED SEWER SYSTEM MANAGEMENT PLAN AND RESOLUTION 
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Approve the revised Sewer System Management Plan and adopt a Resolution updating the Sewer 
System Management Plan. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the City Council: 
 

1. Approve the revised Sewer System Management Plan; and 
 

2. Adopt the Resolution updating the Sewer System Management Plan. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of Riverside Public Works Department, Wastewater Division, is responsible for the 
collection and treatment of wastewater for over 93,000 customers within City limits. The City of 
Riverside’s wastewater collection system, the network of pipes which convey wastewater to the 
Riverside Regional Water Quality Control Plant (RWQCP), consist of over 800 miles of gravity 
sewers, 400 miles of laterals, and 19 wastewater lift stations.   
 
In May 2006, the State Water Resources Control Board adopted the Statewide General Waste 
Discharge Requirements (WDR) for Sanitary Sewer Systems (Order No. 2006-0003-DWQ). This 
required owners of sewer collection systems greater than one mile in length to develop and 
implement a system-specific Sewer System Management Plan (SSMP).  
 
As required, the City of Riverside’s SSMP outlines the City’s planned management, operation, 
and maintenance of the sanitary sewer system in accordance with the goal of preventing sanitary 
sewer overflows. The WDR requires SSMPs be updated every five years and recertified by the 
governing body then and/or whenever significant updates are made. Dates of significant revision 
to the SSMP are summarized in the table below. 
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SSMP 
Revision Date 

Cause for Revision City Council Approval 

2009 N/A, first adoption July 14, 2009 

2014 WDR required 5-year review and revision June 24, 2014 

2016 Internal Wastewater Collection System-
Asset Management Performance Audit 

October 25, 2016 

2019 External review as part of ongoing Updated 
Integrated Wastewater Master Plan process  

Tentative January 7, 2020 

 
 
DISCUSSION:   
 
In 2017, the Public Works Wastewater Division commissioned an update to the 2008 Integrated 
Wastewater Master Plan and 2014 Rate Study. This Master Plan, currently being finalized for 
internal review and future City Council consideration, will facilitate planning through the year 2037 
for the Regional Water Quality Control Plant and sewer collection system. As a part of that effort, 
the SSMP was reviewed for consistency with the Statewide General Waste Discharge 
Requirements for Sanitary Sewer Systems and in the context of current collection system best 
management practices. Additionally, the WDR requires the SSMP be reviewed and recertified 
every five years. The Master Plan SSMP review and recommended City Council approval will fulfil 
this obligation. 
 
The proposed resultant revisions to the SSMP and those for which City Council approval is 
recommended are summarized in the table below: 
 

SSMP Element Revisions 

Authorized Representatives  Identified Responsible Official 

 Updated names and position titles 

Introduction  Updated flow rated treatment capacity for Water Quality 
Control Plant following plant expansion project 

 Added minor clarifying language 

Section 1. Goals  Added two additional goals to recognize full scope of 
wastewater division programs 

Section 2. Organization  Added Responsible Official 

 Minor changes to positions and working titles 

 Updated organization chart referenced 

 Added new responsible positions 

Section 4. Operations and 
Maintenance Program 

 Added minor clarifying language 

 Updated sewer cleaning frequency from 18 to 24 
months to reflect built in 6-month contingency  

 Updated training program to reflect current program 

 Updated equipment listing to reflect current fleet 

Section 5. Design and 
Performance Provisions 

 Added information regarding manhole inspections and 
repairs 

Section 6. Overflow 
Emergency Response Plan 

 Added language affirming which parties receive training 
on the Overflow Emergency Response Plan 

Section 7. FOG Control 
Program 

 Added language noting the use of GIS mapping to 
support investigation into FOG buildup 

Section 8. System Evaluation 
and Capacity Assurance Plan 

 Updated to reflect completion of the 2019 Integrated 
Sewer System Master Plan 
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no fiscal impact associated with the adoption of the SSMP and resolution. Costs 
associated with Sewer Division operations are included in Public Works Department budgets. 
 
 
Prepared by: Kris Martinez, Public Works Director  
Certified as to  
availability of funds: Edward Enriquez, Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer 
Approved by: Rafael Guzman, Assistant City Manager 
Approved as to form: Gary G. Geuss, City Attorney 
 
 
Attachments:  

1. Sewer System Management Plan – Redline Revision 2019  
2. Resolution – Updating the City of Riverside, Sewer System Management Plan 


