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Melody Hendrickson places a candle on the steps of the Riverside CountyMelody Hendrickson places a candle on the steps of the Riverside County
Administration Center during a candlelight vigil in Riverside on Thursday, Dec. 19,Administration Center during a candlelight vigil in Riverside on Thursday, Dec. 19,
2019. The event honored homeless people who died in the county in the past year.2019. The event honored homeless people who died in the county in the past year.
(Photo by Watchara Phomicinda, The Press-Enterprise/SCNG)(Photo by Watchara Phomicinda, The Press-Enterprise/SCNG)
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On Thursday, Dec. 19, Riverside County mourned the at least 95 homeless peopleOn Thursday, Dec. 19, Riverside County mourned the at least 95 homeless people

who died in 2019 in the county.who died in 2019 in the county.

“The names we read: Ramona and Raul, Robert and Ruth, they’re everyday“The names we read: Ramona and Raul, Robert and Ruth, they’re everyday

names, the names of people we know,” Marcus Cannon, a behavioral healthnames, the names of people we know,” Marcus Cannon, a behavioral health

services administrator at Riverside University Health System, told the crowd ofservices administrator at Riverside University Health System, told the crowd of

several dozen county employees, homeless people and family members of theseveral dozen county employees, homeless people and family members of the

homeless. “They’re 95 names of somebody’s sister or brother, likely somebody’shomeless. “They’re 95 names of somebody’s sister or brother, likely somebody’s

parent, but like all of us, they’re somebody’s child.”parent, but like all of us, they’re somebody’s child.”

Thursday’s event was Riverside County’s first such public memorial for theThursday’s event was Riverside County’s first such public memorial for the

homeless. Saturday, Dec. 21, is homeless. Saturday, Dec. 21, is National Homeless Persons’ Memorial DayNational Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day..

As of the end of October, 72 men and 23 homeless women have died in the county,As of the end of October, 72 men and 23 homeless women have died in the county,

with an average age of 48 years old, according to the Riverside County Coroner’swith an average age of 48 years old, according to the Riverside County Coroner’s

Office. Americans, on average, live to be 78. Candles were lit for each of them andOffice. Americans, on average, live to be 78. Candles were lit for each of them and

placed on the steps of the Riverside County Tavaglione annex.placed on the steps of the Riverside County Tavaglione annex.

According to Natalie Profant Komuro, Riverside County’s executive officer ofAccording to Natalie Profant Komuro, Riverside County’s executive officer of

homelessness solutions, homelessness solutions, at least 11 of those who died were on the list to getat least 11 of those who died were on the list to get

housinghousing..

“One of the things that’s tricky about this is that (the deaths) could have been“One of the things that’s tricky about this is that (the deaths) could have been

weather related, but you have other underlying conditions because you haveweather related, but you have other underlying conditions because you have

people who are chronically ill or they have addiction issues that could be a factor,”people who are chronically ill or they have addiction issues that could be a factor,”

she said.she said.

Komuro was at Komuro was at Tuesday’s contentious meeting of the Riverside City CouncilTuesday’s contentious meeting of the Riverside City Council. After. After

a marathon discussion, the council voted to buy 20 shelters, add 40 beds at thea marathon discussion, the council voted to buy 20 shelters, add 40 beds at the

homeless shelter and offer rental assistance for 40 others living on the streets. Buthomeless shelter and offer rental assistance for 40 others living on the streets. But

some residents complained about the behavior of the homeless.some residents complained about the behavior of the homeless.

“That’s a fraction of the people who are experiencing homelessness in the“That’s a fraction of the people who are experiencing homelessness in the

county,” she said. The 95 names of the dead read out on Thursday night were “notcounty,” she said. The 95 names of the dead read out on Thursday night were “not

people you would see; they were invisible to the general population.”people you would see; they were invisible to the general population.”

https://www.cdc.gov/features/homelessness/index.html
https://twitter.com/RivCoHomeless/status/1207137905413517312
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Cannon said he knew some of the dead whose names had been read out earlier inCannon said he knew some of the dead whose names had been read out earlier in

the ceremony. One man in particular, whom he didn’t know, he had met multiplethe ceremony. One man in particular, whom he didn’t know, he had met multiple

times in Blythe.times in Blythe.

“On the face of it, his problems seemed surmountable,” Cannon told attendees.“On the face of it, his problems seemed surmountable,” Cannon told attendees.

“But it felt like trying to untie a sticky knot, and every time he tried to pull on one“But it felt like trying to untie a sticky knot, and every time he tried to pull on one

end, thinking it was the right thing, another part of the knot would get tighter. Heend, thinking it was the right thing, another part of the knot would get tighter. He

would start over and start over, trying to untangle this knot, but ultimately, he ranwould start over and start over, trying to untangle this knot, but ultimately, he ran

out of time before getting it untangled.”out of time before getting it untangled.”
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