1/17/2020 Gov. Gavin Newsom tours Riverside homeless shelter to highlight ‘crisis’ — Press Enterprise

LOCAL NEWS

Gov. Gavin Newsom tours
Riverside homeless shelter to
highlight ‘crisis’

CRISIS RESPONSE

OVER 35
Bnuor

TREATM!

ysH!
ﬁgLTHC

Gov. Gavin Newsom, center, talks to the news media inside the men’s dormitory at the
Path of Life homeless shelter in Riverside on Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020. Newsom is
joined by, from left, Assemblyman Jose Medina, D-Riverside; Sen. Richard D. Roth, D-
Riverside; and Riverside Mayor Rusty Bailey. (Photo by Watchara Phomicinda, The
Press-Enterprise/SCNG)
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Gov. Gavin Newsom toured Riverside’s homeless shelter and homelessness
services Tuesday, Jan. 14, as the second stop on a statewide tour focused on

homeless issues.
Newsom said homelessness is the state’s top priority.

“This is a crisis. This is unacceptable,” he said. “Everybody has the right to be
angry and concerned about the state of the state of California as it relates to

homelessness.”

Newsom released a budget Friday, Jan. 10, that includes more than $1 billion in

homeless response funding, including $750 million for a new Access to Housing

and Services Fund, and a major new investment to reform Medi-Cal.
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He met with homeless people and service providers as well as Riverside Mayor
Rusty Bailey and with Assemblyman Jose Medina and state Sen. Richard Roth,
both Riverside Democrats.

“I want him to understand the worth of a key,” said Peggy Morgan, 74, who has
been homeless for four months. “It’s security, it’s a home base, and it makes so

much difference in your life.”
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A lifelong resident of the Inland Empire, Morgan said she has no surviving family
and couldn’t afford her home after being treated for throat cancer. She receives
Social Security payments, but said that’s not enough to cover the security deposit

and rent at an apartment.

Bailey, when he heard her talk about the worth of a key, gave Morgan a key to the

8-by-8 metal shed where he had been sleeping to draw attention to the urgency of

the city’s homeless situation.

“I swear this wasn't planned,” Bailey told Newsom, before turning to Morgan: “You
can use this more than I can. But we need to take care of some rules we don’t

understand.”

Morgan said she didn’t have the words to express her gratitude as she teared up,

joking that she was messing up the first makeup she’d worn in months.

Bailey was referring to the fact that the shelter in which he’s slept, made by the

company Pallet, is too small to meet state code.
Newsom said later that the requirement could and should be changed.

“I hate hearing things like that. ... I mean, give me a break,” he said, and asked
Mark Ghaly, the Secretary of the California Health and Human Services, to handle
the change. Ghaly was traveling with the governor.

One reason homelessness has gotten so bad, Newsom said, is that the

bureaucracy has made it unclear who is responsible.
“We need to remove the stigma, and we need to remove the silos,” he said.

Cities, counties, the state and the federal government need to work together, he

said.

“We believe in fiscal discipline ... and being accountable for money spent,” he

said. “Accountability at the local level, support at the federal level.”
Preventing future homelessness is also a priority, Newsom said.

One of the state’s actions in the next few days will be to install 100 trailers
provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency that were previously
used for the Camp fire. They will go to people in the state’s largest homeless

encampments.
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“This is not just a government problem,” said Bailey, who after his term ends will

become CEO of Path of Life Ministries, which runs the homeless shelter. “This is a

societal issue ... The most important thing is community, so I hope that you saw
that today.”

Riverside’s access center, located on the same property as the shelter, provides
access to a range of services, including homeless street outreach, housing

placement, employment development and homeless prevention resources.

People using those services Tuesday said they were glad Newsom seemed to take

their situation seriously.

“People are homeless for a lot of reasons. Some use drugs and alcohol, but some
of us don't,” said Michael Bryan, 62, who said he worked as a security guard and in
other professions for 40 years before losing his job over accusations he said are
untrue. “Some people need a lot of help. For me, the help here has been great.

People here are my friends.”

From Riverside, Newsom headed to Los Angeles to visit staff and residents at a

board-and-care home, according to a news release.

The governor kicked off the homelessness-focused tour Monday, Jan. 13, in Grass
Valley and plans to continue this week with stops in the Central Valley and Bay
Area.
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1/17/2020 Gov. Gavin Newsom tours Riverside homeless shelter to highlight ‘crisis’ — Press Enterprise

Join the Conversation

We invite you to use our commenting platform to engage in insightful
conversations about issues in our community. Although we do not pre-
screen comments, we reserve the right at all times to remove any
information or materials that are unlawful, threatening, abusive,
libelous, defamatory, obscene, vulgar, pornographic, profane, indecent
or otherwise objectionable to us, and to disclose any information
necessary to satisfy the law, regulation, or government request. We
might permanently block any user who abuses these conditions.

If you see comments that you find offensive, please use the “Flag as
Inappropriate” feature by hovering over the right side of the post, and
pulling down on the arrow that appears. Or, contact our editors by
emailing moderator@scng.com.

https://www.pe.com/2020/01/14/gov-gavin-newsom-tours-riverside-homeless-shelter-to-highlight-crisis/ 5/5


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv4e1UerMUeFEVh6DeMB3xC6QQZr7VWQia3OXEGLjKcqzdu76BmW2xOoERBjrTaT5pQdPlmOEGnYaDtqE-FysoJ9_wyBfeIyMhtfqmaI5bmu2O3udLSFWPZbHdmLRiLHmiih7jnuJXkcLekQvaGP_pWIZor-vH4bpkILdzAz4Pcp2QjuBEk5nEuD9raQ655Q_k9NbIKg_C-X2g_qAW2KxAkZNYzFryRMFRuhXbzsSp-eA8FLwHTIMBlXMoTsDIyQZbKXWzbq4zrcFGYot0dviWs8SznyvrfGgsNiLgqLpVYtfn3HuMCMkHRlwlzCQJcRL7oV1ZjmQDr2K7TcCRRYK99LgNvJwRS5s0Zdx8ycRIP92TYJgXIy-SY65j4I2oj_oJnD1goMXEH_i7dGyKcY8l6YJdRcHPvg2k-8ZOXfO3HizChaVBfKP08foExQRVjQmOzNPd3GxzU7XmC619L-gnMXW1QZQcjeJN1braHdR2Vn_fahStGVz81vUEI0754F_5LS1yMBBaGyHgE3iTsWD5_FrvgIcd35vEj0KzwRzKJpvkYwohxEnrF4wCkIqF9Yl28N0-Q2F4EZIyzMPRUUhRIFlXkM3P_7GMdvL9ebc2wLmf5rdoOFVtUOyCd4ouH2mIxcw3NzNYLIxW-zbGRhGpzGqua_MIUrZVzgfl1_A19vGuA-GWyb8eWb8cpyOMcsY8MZloE2PG2Q-j9Way_k0mFr7zBvPGnPCXwPYqElR_QdgrfR8mzwrreJSiStsSaJw1_mQS-5aUYEodaBhNWkdjIF-dpn4F3M0cuq3zX2k41iWrpYCsnKtv1cD811MGeq2G7rfqpRreJluZaRPw-Cdo8NUBRjZdlGO9Oqucecwo2LY-iYsy8NtmeKylOB8jT1rWm70cSonWzrDZw-Wzcryn-HUvK0IQsfOuPFxNVBRk064tMgZzLphuhZs-U8cvZzxqj7VHvtFVC4bhyRBLsL2cf0eCehuIRMQ&sai=AMfl-YQS3clwcNthn17oIqaLF6VSukMh0VhhlAIQiuaAc2dbnp9Jin4aUWQj4JXqOSayrM3uIhzAn83hslKyL3UyFsX4X3Jp3EWlGPayudLQBBDPKv3Bwx8IFUrGKzdInCLlXnbSyz7sbcfTZscqkib3DiHsDTPS6agfPZbTu7P9e7X3kzw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCvZaIMdFk4k&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.cbp.gov/careers/border-patrol-agent-apply-now%3Futm_source%3DDBM%26utm_medium%3DAVB_Display%26utm_campaign%3DO_FY20PaidMedia_BPA_PROS_InMarket-Category-Narrow%26utm_content%3DAVB_GB02_USBP_DontJustGoAgainstTheOdds_728x90_Static%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv4e1UerMUeFEVh6DeMB3xC6QQZr7VWQia3OXEGLjKcqzdu76BmW2xOoERBjrTaT5pQdPlmOEGnYaDtqE-FysoJ9_wyBfeIyMhtfqmaI5bmu2O3udLSFWPZbHdmLRiLHmiih7jnuJXkcLekQvaGP_pWIZor-vH4bpkILdzAz4Pcp2QjuBEk5nEuD9raQ655Q_k9NbIKg_C-X2g_qAW2KxAkZNYzFryRMFRuhXbzsSp-eA8FLwHTIMBlXMoTsDIyQZbKXWzbq4zrcFGYot0dviWs8SznyvrfGgsNiLgqLpVYtfn3HuMCMkHRlwlzCQJcRL7oV1ZjmQDr2K7TcCRRYK99LgNvJwRS5s0Zdx8ycRIP92TYJgXIy-SY65j4I2oj_oJnD1goMXEH_i7dGyKcY8l6YJdRcHPvg2k-8ZOXfO3HizChaVBfKP08foExQRVjQmOzNPd3GxzU7XmC619L-gnMXW1QZQcjeJN1braHdR2Vn_fahStGVz81vUEI0754F_5LS1yMBBaGyHgE3iTsWD5_FrvgIcd35vEj0KzwRzKJpvkYwohxEnrF4wCkIqF9Yl28N0-Q2F4EZIyzMPRUUhRIFlXkM3P_7GMdvL9ebc2wLmf5rdoOFVtUOyCd4ouH2mIxcw3NzNYLIxW-zbGRhGpzGqua_MIUrZVzgfl1_A19vGuA-GWyb8eWb8cpyOMcsY8MZloE2PG2Q-j9Way_k0mFr7zBvPGnPCXwPYqElR_QdgrfR8mzwrreJSiStsSaJw1_mQS-5aUYEodaBhNWkdjIF-dpn4F3M0cuq3zX2k41iWrpYCsnKtv1cD811MGeq2G7rfqpRreJluZaRPw-Cdo8NUBRjZdlGO9Oqucecwo2LY-iYsy8NtmeKylOB8jT1rWm70cSonWzrDZw-Wzcryn-HUvK0IQsfOuPFxNVBRk064tMgZzLphuhZs-U8cvZzxqj7VHvtFVC4bhyRBLsL2cf0eCehuIRMQ&sai=AMfl-YQS3clwcNthn17oIqaLF6VSukMh0VhhlAIQiuaAc2dbnp9Jin4aUWQj4JXqOSayrM3uIhzAn83hslKyL3UyFsX4X3Jp3EWlGPayudLQBBDPKv3Bwx8IFUrGKzdInCLlXnbSyz7sbcfTZscqkib3DiHsDTPS6agfPZbTu7P9e7X3kzw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCvZaIMdFk4k&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.cbp.gov/careers/border-patrol-agent-apply-now%3Futm_source%3DDBM%26utm_medium%3DAVB_Display%26utm_campaign%3DO_FY20PaidMedia_BPA_PROS_InMarket-Category-Narrow%26utm_content%3DAVB_GB02_USBP_DontJustGoAgainstTheOdds_728x90_Static%26dclid%3D%25edclid!

