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TO: CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS DATE: MARCH 9, 2020 
 
FROM:  CITY CLERK WARDS:  ALL  
 
SUBJECT: DESIGNATION OF AUTHORS FOR BALLOT ARGUMENTS AND 

REBUTTALS 
 
ISSUE: 
 
Recommend up to five Charter Review Committee members for and against each measure to the 
City Council to author ballot arguments and rebuttals. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Charter Review Committee recommend up to five of its members for and against each 
measure to the City Council to author ballot arguments and rebuttals. 
 
BACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: 
 
Ballot Arguments 
Elections Code Section 9282 provides that for measures placed on the ballot by the legislative 
body, the legislative body, or a member or members of the legislative body authorized by that 
body, or an individual voter who is eligible to vote on the measure, or bona fide association of 
citizens, or a combination of voters and associations, may file a written argument for or against 
any city measure.  Arguments shall not exceed 300 words in length.  Arguments are printed in the 
voter information guide mailed to voters. 
 
Printed arguments submitted to voters in accordance with this section shall be titled either 
“Argument In Favor Of Measure ____” or “Argument Against Measure ____,” accordingly, the 
blank spaces being filled in only with the letter or number, if any, designating the measure.  
Measure letters are assigned by the Registrar of Voters upon receipt of the resolution calling the 
election. 
 
A ballot argument must be accompanied by the printed name and signature or printed names and 
signatures of the author or authors submitting it, or, if submitted on behalf of an organization, the 
name of the organization and the printed name and signature of at least one of its principal officers 
who is the author of the argument.  No more than five signatures shall appear with any argument.  
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Rebuttals 
When an argument in favor and an argument against a measure have been selected to be printed 
in the voter information guide, the City Clerk forwards a copy of the argument in favor of the 
measure to the authors of the argument against the measure and a copy of an argument against 
the measure to the authors of the argument in favor of the measure. 
 
The author or a majority of the authors of an argument may prepare and submit a rebuttal 
argument or may authorize in writing another person or persons to prepare, submit, or sign the 
rebuttal argument.  Rebuttal arguments are limited to 250 words and must be filed with the City 
Clerk no later than ten days after the final filing date for primary arguments.  A rebuttal argument 
relating to a city measure shall not be signed by more than five persons, shall be printed in the 
same manner as a direct argument, and shall immediately follow the direct argument which it 
seeks to rebut. 
 
More Than One Argument Submitted 
If more than one argument for or against any measure is submitted to the City Clerk, one will be 
selected for printing in the ballot materials.  Elections Code Section 9287 provides that preference 
and priority be given in the order below to the arguments of the following: 

1. The City Council, or one or more Councilmembers authorized by the City Council. 
2. An individual voter, or bona fide association of citizens, or combination of voters and 

associations, who are the bona fide sponsors or proponents of the measure. 
3. Bona fide association of citizens. 
4. Individual voters who are eligible to vote on the measure. 

 
Members of the Charter Review Committee and other community members participated as 
argument authors for the June 5, 2012, Charter amendment measures. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no fiscal impact associated with designation of argument authors.  Costs for printing of 
ballot arguments are included in total election costs of $145,000 for the first measure and 
$110,000 for each subsequent measure. 
 
Prepared by:   Colleen J. Nicol, City Clerk 
Approved as to form: Gary G. Geuss, City Attorney 
 
 


