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Safety, Wellness & Youth Committee
September 16, 2020

AUTOMATIC LICENSE PLATE READER 
PROGRAM

Riverside Police Department
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AGENDA

1. History of the Automatic License Plate Reader (ALPR) 
program

2. Basic background on how the ALPR technology works

3. Stories on the usage of the ALPR technology

4. Questions from the Committee
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1. ALPR program began in 2011 
A. Purpose was to assist with issues of Grand Theft Auto (GTA) 

i. GTA activity in 2010 was approximately 1,461 (121/month)*
ii. Through analysis, patrol vehicles outfitted with ALPR systems would drive 

high GTA activity areas 

2. Since then, ALPR program has expanded to include information 
gathering on two fronts: Proactive and Reactive.
A. Proactive – sex offender hot list, repeat DUI offenders, terrorism, hot plates 
B. Reactive – any cases where a license plate is available (i.e. The Boston 

Marathon Bombing, San Bernardino shooting) 

HISTORY OF THE ALPR PROGRAM
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University of California, Riverside

1. Valued the safety and security of their students and faculty

2. Saw the value of the LPR program as a useful investigative tool
A. Example: 2012 – 2013, there were multiple incidents of students being 

robbed of their cell phones 

3. Working with Riverside Police Department, both agencies 
researched areas beneficial for installation of ALPR technology 

HISTORY OF THE ALPR PROGRAM
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BACKGROUND ON THE ALPR TECHNOLOGY

Downtown Entertainment District Unit
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BACKGROUND ON THE ALPR TECHNOLOGY

Google image of fixed systems. 
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BACKGROUND ON THE ALPR TECHNOLOGY
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USE OF THE ALPR TECHNOLOGY IN 
INVESTIGATIONS
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USE OF THE ALPR TECHNOLOGY IN 
INVESTIGATIONS

1. UCR PD & RPD worked together 
on a robbery case in 2018 

2. Suspect would threaten his 
victim with a knife when 
demanding property

3. Suspect responsible for two 
incidents  
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1. UCR PD had information 
on a suspect and 
requested assistance 
from RPD to find 
potential addresses

2. LPR was used to assist 
UCR PD 

USE OF THE ALPR TECHNOLOGY IN 
INVESTIGATIONS
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USE OF THE ALPR TECHNOLOGY IN 
INVESTIGATIONS

Detective Josh Ontko’s presentation on his 
investigation 
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That the Safety, Wellness, and Youth Committee 
receive and file this report on the history, technology 
and usage of the automated license plate reader 
program. 

RECOMMENDATION
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QUESTIONS? 


