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CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD MEETING DATE: DECEMBER 16, 2020 
AGENDA ITEM NO.: 5 

PROPOSED PROJECT  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff recommends that the Cultural Heritage Board recommend that the City Council:  

1. DETERMINE that Planning Case P20-0119 (Historic Designation) for the designation of the David 
S. Bell House as a City Landmark, is categorically exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Sections 15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Rule) and 15308 
(Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment), as the proposal will have 
no significant effect on the environment, identifies the structure as a cultural resource, and 
preserves the historic character of a cultural resource; and 

2. APPROVE Planning Case P20-0119 (Historic Designation), based on the facts of findings, and 
designate the David S. Bell House as a City Landmark. 

 

  

Case Numbers P20-0119 (Historic Designation)  

Request To consider a Historic Designation request to designate the David S. Bell House 
as a City Landmark 

Applicant Marilyn Odello and Chani 
Beeman 

 

Project 
Location 

4428 Houghton Avenue, near 
the southwest corner of 
Houghton Avenue and Pine 
Street 

APN 207-102-005 

Ward 1 

Neighborhood Downtown 

Historic District North Hill Historic District 

Historic 
Designation District Contributor  

Staff Planner 
Scott Watson, Historic Preservation Officer 
951-826-5507 
swatson@riversideca.gov 
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BACKGROUND  

David S. Bell House 

The David S. Bell House is located at 4428 Houghton Avenue (Exhibit 1). The original single-story 
Spanish Colonial Revival residence was designed by local architect Henry L.A. Jekel and 
constructed in 1924. In 1933, Bell commissioned local architect G. Stanley Wilson to design a 
second-story addition to the residence. The addition restyled the residence to the Monterey 
Revival style. No major exterior alterations have occurred since 1933.  

Monterey Revival Style 

The Monterey Revival style, named for Monterey, CA, is a sub-style of Spanish Colonial Revival style 
and is one of California's few indigenous architectural styles. The style first emerged in the in the 
early 18th century as Californians blended the Spanish and New England colonial styles. The style 
regained popularity in the first half of the 20th Century. during the Eclectic Revival Period.  

Character-defining features of the Monterey Revival Style includes: 

 Two story rectilinear massing 
 Stucco cladding 
 Low pitched gable roofs covered with shingles or tiles 
 Projecting cantilevered second floor balconies with wood railings and covered by the 

primary roof of the residence 
 Double-hung or double casement windows with divided lights 
 Covered entry 
 Louvered shutters 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Historic Designation to designate the David S. Bell House 
as a City Landmark.   

ANALYSIS 

The applicant has provided an architectural description, statement of significance, photographs 
documenting the architecture and building setting, and copies of primary and secondary sources 
as summarized below (Exhibits 2 and 3).  

Architectural Description 

The David S. Bell House is situated on southside of Houghton Avenue and over looks Lake Evans 
and Fairmount Park. The two-story residence is wood framed construction featuring a T-shaped 
ground plan and smooth stucco cladding. The residence is capped with a low-pitched crossed 
gable roof with open eaves and topped red clay tile. The façade (north elevation) is asymmetrical 
with a two-story volume on the western side of the façade. A projecting balcony with wood 
balustrade extends the length of the facade eastward from the two-story volume. The main entry 
is recessed under the second-story balcony. The front door is a decorative solid wood door with 
wrought iron metal straps, speakeasy door with iron grille, and sidelights. A stucco clad half-wall 
encloses a courtyard in front of the residence.  

Other elevations of the residence are similar in design to the façade. The west elevation features 
an additional second-story balcony and a stucco clad chimney with a decorative red brick and 
iron hood.  The rear off the residence features a patio with a wood trellis. Windows throughout the 
residence are paired wood double-paired or double casement windows, both with divided lights.  

A gated driveway on the west side of the house provides access to a semi-subterranean two-car 
garage. The property is well landscaped with shrubs, flowers, mature trees and several water 
features. 
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Statement of Significance 

The David S. Bell House is historically significant because it is an excellent example of the Monterey 
Revival Style of architecture. Although common elsewhere in California, the Monterey Revival 
Style is not common in Riverside with only a few known examples in the City. The residence is also 
significant as it represents the work of a notable local architect, G. Stanley Wilson.  

The David S. Bell House retains a high degree of integrity required for Landmark designation. 

TITLE 20 EVALUATION 

Under Title 20 (Cultural Resources), “Landmark” means: “Any improvement or natural feature that 
is an exceptional example of a historical, archaeological, cultural, architectural, community, 
aesthetic or artistic heritage of the City, that retains a high degree of integrity”.  Pursuant to the 
applicable Landmark criteria in Chapter 20.50, the E.T. Wall Packing House #2 is eligible for 
designation under Criterion 1 and 3 based on the following facts:  

FINDING: Criterion 3: Embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period or method 
of construction, or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or 
craftsmanship. 

FACTS: The David S. Bell House embodies the character-defining features of the Monterey 
Revival Style of architecture, including: two-story rectangular massing; low-pitched 
roof topped with red clay tile; stucco cladding; projecting two-story balcony with 
wood balustrade; wood, double-hung or double casement windows with divided 
lights; and a covered entry. As the Monterey Revival Style is not common in 
Riverside, the Bell House serves a rare example of the style in the City.  

FINDING: Criterion 4: Represents the work of a notable builder, designer, or architect, or 
important creative individual. 

FACTS: The David S. Bell House was designed by prominent local architect G. Stanley 
Wilson, who is most known for this work on the Mission Inn Hotel. Wilson worked with 
architect Myron Hunt on the design of the Spanish Wing and later served as the 
architect of the St. Francis Chapel and the rotunda at the Mission Inn Hotel. Several 
of Wilson’s buildings are listed in the National Register of Historic Places, including 
Soldier’s Memorial Auditorium (Riverside Municipal Auditorium – 3485 Mission Inn 
Ave), Riverside-Arlington Heights Fruit Exchange (Heroes Restaurant - 3397 Mission 
Inn Ave), and M. H. Simon’s Mortuary (3410 11th St). 

 The residence exhibits Wilson’s ability to modify an existing building in a manner 
that is sensitive and complementary to the original structure. With no major exterior 
alterations since completion in 1933, the Bell House is a good representation of 
Wilson’s work. 

PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENTS 

A public hearing notice was mailed to property owners within 300 feet of the site. As of the writing 
of this report, no responses have been received by Staff regarding this proposal. 

APPEAL INFORMATION 

Actions by the Cultural Heritage Board, including any environmental finding, may be appealed 
to the Land Use, Sustainability and Resilience Committee (formerly the Land Use Committee) 
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within ten calendar days after the decision. Appeal filing and processing information may be 
obtained from the Planning Division by calling 951-826-5371. 

EXHIBITS LIST  

1. Aerial/Location Map 
2. Historic Designation Application 
3. Historic Photos 
4. Current Photos 

 
 

 
Prepared by: Scott Watson, Historic Preservation Officer 
Reviewed by: David Murray, Principal Planner  
Approved by:  Mary Kopaskie-Brown, City Planner 
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Cultural Resources Nomination Application 

X City Landmark ___ Structure of Merit 
Please check the Designation for which you are applying 

IDENTIFICATION 

1. Common name:

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

----------------------------

Historic Name:
The David S. Bell House

-----------------------------

Street address:
4428 Houghton Ave.

-----------------------------

Riverside CA 92501 City _________________ State ________ Zip ___ _

Assessor Parcel number:
207102005

-------------------------

Marilyn Odello and Chani Beeman 
Present Legal Owner: _________________________ _

Riverside CA 92501 
City _________________ State ________ Zip ___ _ 

Present Use: 
Residential 

------------------------------

Residential 
Original Use: ____________________________ _ 

Date form prepared: February 2020 

Preparer: 

Sponsoring Organization (if any): 

Address: 

City, State and Zip: 

Phone: 

Vincent Erviti on behalf of Marilyn Odello & Chani 

EleeR=ian 

P20-0119, Exhibit 2 - Application
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P20-0119, Exhibit 3 – Historic Photos 

Exhibit 3 -Historic Photos 
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Exhibit 4 - Current Photos 
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