Two-Year Effort Won City's

RIVER SIDE
Closern
ALL"AMERlCA CITY

By JOHN HAGGERTY

Riverside's triumph in the 1955 All-
America Cities contest cuiminated two
vears of effort to bring the community
national recognition for its remarkable
record of civic achievement.

In 1954, the city was one of 22 {inal-
ists in the nation-wide contest originated
by the National Municipal League, but
failed to be chosen one of the 11 winners.

For its effort last year, the city re-
ceived an  honorable mention Gward
which is framed on the north wall of
the council chamber at City Hall.

This vear. Riverside was sclected by
a jury of 12 prominent men and women
as orc of the most progressive communi-
ties in the nation, winning the coveted
award so narrowly missed last ycar.

To dozens of persons who cooperated
in advancing Riverside's case in the con-
test during the past two years, the award
brought a personal sense of victory.

This year's entry was sponsored by
Riverside Chamber of Commerce, and
Chamber Sccretary-Manager W. G. Col-
bern. traveled to Seattle, Wash.. last July
~—after Riverside again had been named a

\War

finalist—{o share with City Manager
Oren L. King the responsibility of telling
the 12-member jury why the city should
be one of the 11 winners.

A total of 137 communities had en-
tered the vcontest and winners were
chosen from 22 finalists.

This reporter accompanied King and
Colbern 1o Seattle last summer and also
was present at Kansas City, Mo, last
1954, when the jury that vear heard
presentations by contest finalists at the
Hote! President.

The 1954 contest was sponsored by
the Press and Enterprise. in cooperation
with the city government

In contrast to the approach this vear,
claborate  preparations were made n
1954 for the contest finals.

A special booklet ouiiining Riverside's
reasons for heing adjudged a winner was
printed and distributed to all the 12
Judges at Kansax City, the exhibits beimng
mtended 1o supplement the oral argu-
ments

A similar booklet was printed for this
vear's contest, reiterating some of what
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'had been set forth In the 1954]
new
‘malerial on achlevements of the |,

‘booklet and adding nwsch

Riverside Plan and other clvic
projects,

However, last year » delegation
-of five traveled to Kansas City,
taking with them & huge, [Muores.
cent-lighted display board on which
the “Riverside story® was cutlined
on & large, illustrated *book.”
b The display beard with
"book™ was assembled in Kansas
i City by this reporter and Cily

exhibit untll used in thu Pressis
i!a‘hmt
Stevning Spoke

A

traveled &t his own expense to
HKansas City to address the judges.
‘He was azccompanied by Mrs,

the arrival of T. E. Gore, citrus
grower and Yongtinse civie leader
_wm also made the lrip out of
 personal interest and alw at his
oWIL expense,

such as the book wsed at Kansas

velary-Manager Colbérn went be-
fore the judges,

When Riverside failed to win in
the 1954 contest. it was felt in
retrospect that Stevning's able oral
' presentation of the city's case had
‘aufrmd because the display bosrd
| may have distracted the attention
“of the judges,

its |

Maneger King anvd was placed on )

Speaking 'foe Riverside In 1954|
was Domald A, Stevning, manager|
of the L, V. W, Brown Estate, who

Stevning, and the Riversids con-
tingtnt was swelled to five with|

This year, no elaborate display|

City waz employed when City)
Manager King and Chamber Sec-|

Effective Tesra

Last summer. King and Colbern |
'made. an effeclive team in agaln
.carrying the “Riverside story* bee

fore the jury headed by Dr. George
Gallup, president of the Kational
 Mdiicipal League and director of

the American Institute of Puﬁlir&

Opinion.
Dr. Gallup waz also chmrman
of the 1954 jury.

Thase of us who went to Searile,
felt tiat thee favorable impression
the cﬂ:r had mm!e- the previens| .

Spade Work i
I Richard Malcolm, administrative
[assistant ta city Manager King,
1did much of the mlimi‘nary “spade
work' on the city's enlry In 1954’
and again this year,

ion| . Malcolm prepared a brwhumx

tﬁmm m@ 'Pun

mitlee: John B. Cage, former
- mayor of Kansas City, Mo:; Ewart
W, -G‘mﬂwm fnmr pmﬁdgnt San

ing F‘und Cﬁmxsmn,, gisville,
Ky:: Mry, Buby €. Grant, pmi
dent. Washinglon Federation of
Businese and Profsssional Women's
Clubs: Harry J. Krusz, lormer
manager of iniernai affairs, US,
Chambﬁ of Commerce: Mrs, Carr

"mﬂ E. Miller, recording gecretary, |
Wormen's

| General Federation of
Clubs; Vernon C. Myers. publisher,

research mssociate, Yale Universis

forrner  président. League  of

sity of Washington,

ners | | "This  exhibit,

Look Magarine; James 3. Osborm, |
ty: Mrs, Ralph W, Rasmusses,|

Wamnen Voters of Oregon, and Dr. |
Hamy Schimitz, president, Univer|

saxhibit hath yearx (o be sent 1o
! the National SIIREIEEL Leapue to.)
;kmhw with the official entry blank.
A Joaseleal book.
imtmd in leather, was filled with
"newspaper clippings. letlers and
s writlen fext detalling Riverside's
| achisvements Lhmugh mf&e\d citi-,

zery action, It gﬂ& Rn ersx&e mtu‘
the finals both yedars. i

The elly manager's assistant slso
did most of the work of prepar-
ing the printed booklets given to
the judges in 198 and 1955, ;

Herman ¥, Bruehler, stafl art-°
ist for the Rubidoux Printing and |
Phote-Engraving Co., an afliliate |
of the Press-Enlerprise Co., also
contributed heavily to the mvs
conlest entries of the past tm:
_¥ears,

Bruehler did the art work !nr
the printed booklets distributed to
the judges and alse desimned and
did the art work for the large dis-.
 play board used In the 1954 pre-
sentation at Kansag City, |




g

RICAN

Rwers:de

N_CITY:

Sef

* For Big Pitch

Hiverside will make its hig piteh
{or .the litle of “All America Cily
of the Year” on Tuesday in Sealtle
before the 61st national conference

on government, 1L is one, of 22
{inalists chosen from. a record
entry list. of 137 cities, towns and
villages across the nation,
Starting  tomorrow forenoon,
spokesmen for 11 of the 22 {inalist

cities will appear and argue their,

“ecase' hefore a jury of leaders
in the flelds of education, busi-
ness, civie affairs and government
headed by Dr, George H, Gallup,
New York, The contest is spon-
sored by (he National ‘Municipal
League and Look magazine.

A screening committee reduced
the list of 137 down lo (he 22,

These cities will present their
cases lomorrow:

Alken, S.C.; Bellevue, Wash,;
Bloomington, Ill.; Brownstown,
Ind.; Cambridge, Ohin; Dubugue,
Iowa; Fl Campo, Tex.; Elmwood
Park, Ill.; Fort Collins, Colo.;
({Iland Islanc! Neb.; and Joliet,
1

On Tuesday will be — besides |
Riverside — Lake Charles, La.;'
Medford, Mass.; Phenix City,
Ala,; Port Huron, Mich.; Reading,
Pa.: 8t. Paul, Minn.; Savannah,
Ga.: Seymour, Ind.; Sidney, Ohio,
and Ypsilanti, Mich,

Under terms of the contest, the
winner will nol be announced until
next December. Last year Hiver-
qktilﬂ also was one of the finalist
cities,

§
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DUAL EFFORT
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City's Display
Ready for Jury

KANSAS CITY, Nov, 7. wrhe City of mvemde 5 1a1‘ge

display, which will he 152
tion hefore the 1054 AN A

{y Contest ;my Tues-

day, amved in Kansas Cltv'}csterdav' morning.
@ Riverside Presg Cy Hall He-

Gallu Says
lke's. Appeal
Helped GOP

KANSAS CITY, Nov, T—Earlier
and more vigorous campaligning by
the President might have dramasti.
cally changed (ke resulls of ihe
recont  piliemal  eleetion,  Dr.
George M. Gallup told an opening
day tevcling of the 18th annual
national  eonforence  on * povern-
ment. sponsered by the National
Municipal League. ’

D, Galbp, bead of the leagie
and af th: Natienal Inslitute af
Iublie  Qginfon,  1odd - conference
delegates Ll President Risenhows
or iz Jmmensely popular and he
crodiled the President's last min-
ule appeal with  swingivg meany
votes to Nepublican candidates.

The public coinion authorily sald
Usal svrveys pow show Bisenbow.
er to be e fop GOP candidpte
Tor U 1953 noindnation, with Viee
President Jichard Ntxon the szec-
and cholee.

Adlal Sevepson remaing  first
ehofva for the Darnocralie nomina.
tion, he smid,

Travel Agents |

Honor Indio
Aviatrix

INDEG, Nov. 7, w Avialrix Joe-
queline Cochren todsy was namend
ane ol the “lon best traveled
Americans,” al the Ameriean Soe
ricty af 'I‘nvm Ascms convention |

" Lns Vwnanmta

portey Joan Haggerly was en hand

L

ale its oral presenta- -

(o direct defivery af the display

lte the Mol President where a -
;l.! smEn jury witl begin judging the

22 [inalisls in the awnual contest

tornorrow.

Danpld Slevning, wia will make -

lhe oral presentation, ¢

ity Manager -

Oren L. King snd T, E. Gare, .

chafrrman of the Riverside Chamber
of Commerce clvic alians cosunlite
tee, wore scheduled to & rlve here
by sir foday., .

Fo Chonse Eleven

Reporter Haggerly traveled by |

rail fo maintain @ clese check on
the clty’s contest diaplay,

Eleven winnerz are to be select-
ed from the 22 finalists thal have
been chesen siveady from o total
of 116 cilies &nd ocounlies fhat
aviginally entered the contest.

The A1 American Cllies Confest
is sponsered by the Nelional Mue
nicial League and Losk Magazine,
The final julging of the contesl is
bieing held In cennection with the
16th  anoual national  canference
M gevoriment, spongered by the
Netionel Munivipsl Langue,

The winners will b annom:vz@f.l
nest January.

Chie of State's Four

Riverside is eme of four Calis
forpia citics in the fnal contest,

compeling  alang  witn  Burbank,
Modesto and ¥l Cerrilo,
Theme of {ho conlest i “Clvic

Achivvement Thiough Cillen Ace
Han,' and Riverzide's enfry stres-
| zes the establisiment of the seven-

fyear &34 mittion Riverside Plan:

the success(vl camprgn lo o
ine Westorn Munivipal Water Dis-
irict and gmnex o the Melrophlis
tan Waler Districi: the Community
Hespital (und ceising deive; the
suecnssful campaige O
Tian “schanl bond dssce: awd ihke
Lest Side cleanup,

a §5 il



The ‘Good City' Is Impressive, Too

Riverside has a2 champion ‘o cheer to-
day-—itself.

The achievements the city has accom-
plished in recent vears have finally been
crowned by the announcement that this
communily is among the 11 cited for
recognition by the National Slunicipa!
League. ,

Riverside is “All-America, 1955." And
of us we sing.

in the past seven years, 77 commu-
pities have been given the national rec-
ognition this citation entails. So it is a
highly sclect company that Riverside
joins, L

The National MMunicipsl League's
awards are based on citizen action. Quite
often the recipient cities have challenged
and licked vice and corruption. This is
perhaps “citizen action” in its most spec-
tacular form.

But Riverside had no mare’s nest to
clean up, no rascals to turn out. River-
side was no Phenix City.

Rather, Hiverside was, and is, one of
the fastest growing cities in the country,

With growth came problems in pro-
portion. Growth and growth's problems
bave been dealt with intelligently.

This was due to two facters. Enlight-
ened public officials and civic leaders
and an interested public. Many individu-
als could be singled out for their special
roles, but this would be unfair to those
left out It is the community which is
being honored. We all worked together,

There were many things to which
those who so represented the city in the
judging at Seattle last June could point
with pride. But the thing which seems
to have impressed the judges most was
when, in what the Hunicipal League
announcement calls “the real test of
foresight,” the people of Riverside “vot.
ed their debt-free city into debt to solve
a problem which would not become
pressing for another 10 years, an ade-
quate water supply,”

We did not, ax the Jinicipal League
observes in its citation, wait for our
troubles to become acute befors taking

action, Council-manager government was

instalied z2nd the Riverside Plan, a genu-
ine citizen effort, was formulated and
put into operation. And thevein lies the
commumpity’s success.

Now it is said of All-America aggre-
gations—be they of athletes or of cities
—1that they don't mean 2 thing.

Almost always this is said by those
who are on the outside looking in. We
never neard of an All-American halfback
who scorned the honor.

But welcome as mational recognition
is, of itself it is not the mark of a good
city. National recognition, though it may
be given for the very highest of reasons
and made by the most qualified of
judges, as is the case in the National Sfu-
nizipal League's awards, is not the great-
est thing that can happpen to a city.

Riverside was a “good city,” a fine
place to work and live, before the Na-
tional BMunicipal League got around to
recognizing our accomplishments,

But it is nice to have them recognized
and we do net for 8 minute make light
of our “AllAmerica™ rating.

We would like to see the honor paid
Riverside have practical effects beyond
our city limits.

We would like other cities similar to
Riverside to take encouragement from
the recognition which has come to this
community, to know that the “gond city"
is not necessarily the most sensational
oxe, or, to put it another way, that a
clean, solid, progressive community is
dramatic in its own way.

And we would like to see the honor
paid Riverside have praclical effects
within our eity limits, too. This is not
a laurel to rest on. It is a laurel which
saould spur. .

Or-—because this All-America husiness
is suggestive of the gridiron—it is con-
venient to lapse into football parlance:
When we have finished with the cheer-
ing, Riverside, ke a real All-American,
should resolve to hit the line a Ilittle
karder in the future, run the ends a
little faster and never ever be too timid
to try the long gainers, even when there
is risk involved,




