RIVERSIDE

Board of Library Trustees

City of Arts & Innovation

TO: BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES DATE: MARCH 9, 2026

FROM: RIVERSIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY WARDS: ALL

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF BLOCK GRANT FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF
APPROXIMATELY $49,288 FROM CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY FOR
ADULT AND FAMILY LITERACY PROGRAMS

ISSUE:

Receive an informational report on the acceptance of block grant funds from the California State
Library for adult and family literacy programs for Fiscal Year 2025/2026 in the amount of $43,946
plus a final estimated installment amount of approximately $4,883 based on a per capita of
literacy program learners served combined with a match of local funds raised and expended on
the program during the previous year, for a total acceptance amount of approximately $49,288.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Board of Library Trustees receive an informational report on the acceptance of block
grant funds from the California State Library for adult and family literacy programs for FY
2025/2026 in the amount of $43,946, plus an estimated final installment amount of $4,883, for
a total of approximately $49,288.

BACKGROUND:

Riverside Public Library’s Adult Literacy Program trains volunteers to provide independent
learning opportunities to adults in the Riverside community who want to improve their reading,
writing, and technology skills through one-on-one and group tutoring. The literacy program
changes lives through enhancement of skills that lead to self-sufficiency.

The California State Library for Family Literacy Program funds support adult learner-centered
strengths-based family literacy services that are grounded in California Library Literacy
Services values and supported by strong coordination between the California Library Literacy
Services program, library administration, and other library staff. The funds are intended to
support family literacy services for English-speaking adults with low literacy skills and their
families.

DISCUSSION:

The Riverside Public Library submitted a grant application to the California State Library for a
California Library Literacy Services grant for the Adult and Family Literacy Programs. On
January 12, 2026, the California State Library approved the Library’s grant application and
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awarded a first installment of $43,946. The final estimated payment installment of $4,883 is
based on a per capita amount of literacy learners served during the prior year, combined with a
match of the amount of local funds raised and expended on the literacy program in the prior
year by the library jurisdiction.

Funds must be encumbered by June 30, 2026, and fully expended by September 30, 2026.
Grant funds will be used for materials in support of tutors and learners in the program. The total
allocation is identified in the following table

Total Award
Initial Award Claim Payment $43,946
Estimated Final Award Payment $4,883
Total (Estimated) $49,288

FISCAL IMPACT:

The total estimated fiscal impact of this action is an increase in revenue and expenditures of
approximately $49,288, or the actual amount of the grant award. All required matching funds
for FY 2025/2026 are provided through in-kind contributions of staff time and are included in
the Library’s operating budget as part of its regular programming.
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