City Council Memorandum

RIVERSIDE

Cit}/ of Arts & Innovation

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE: DECEMBER 2, 2025

FROM: HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT WARDS: ALL

SUBJECT: ADOPT AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE THE OFFICE OF INSPECTOR
GENERAL AND PROVIDE ABILITY TO RETAIN OUTSIDE COUNSEL

ISSUE:

Adopt an Ordinance to create the Office of the Inspector and provide ability to retain outside
Counsel.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the City Council adopt an Ordinance amending Sections 2.08.010 and 2.08.020 and adding
Section 2.09 to the Riverside Municipal Code regarding the Office of the Inspector General as an
administrative office and department of the City and retention of outside counsel by the Inspector
General, if needed.

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE:

On November 18, 2025, the City Council introduced an Ordinance amending Sections 2.08.010 and
2.08.020 and adding Section 2.09 to the Riverside Municipal Code regarding the Office of the
Inspector General as an administrative office and department of the City and retention of outside
counsel by the Inspector General. The motion carried with Councilmembers Cervantes, Robillard,
Conder, Mill, Perry, and Hemenway voting aye and Councilmember Falcone voting no.

BACKGROUND:

« Charter Review Committee: Met on February 16, 2022, to propose amendment to establish an
elected Office of Inspector General.

« City Council Decision: On April 12, 2022, City Council formed a working group led by Council
Member Steven Hemenway to draft a new Charter Amendment.

* Resolution: Adopted October 2023, to place Charter Amendment November 2024 Presidential
Election.

» Election Results: March 5, 2024, voters in favor of establishing the Office of Inspector General.
» Sub-committee: Created by City Council in April 2025 and led by Council Member Steven

Robillard. Subcommittee met in closed session on 7/22/25. An update was provided in open
session on 8/12/25 and directed the Human Resources Department to present the new



classification, salary and office structure for final approval with the October 21, 2025 City
Council meeting. On October 21, 2025, City Council voted to move the presentation and
discussion to the November 18, 2025 meeting in order to incorporate further edits to the
Ordinance.

DISCUSSION:

Council Member and Subcommittee Chair Steven Robillard, presented during open session on
August 12, 2025 an update on the creation of the new Office of Inspector General which included
the Subcommittee’s recommendation to eliminate the existing Internal Audit Division, currently
housed within the City Manager’s Office, and replacing it with the newly established Office of
Inspector General. This transition reflects the City’s commitment to building a truly independent
oversight function, one that reports directly to the City Council and serves the public interest.

While the new office will continue to perform core audit responsibilities, its mandate will expand
to include the review and management of ethics complaints and the identification of opportunities
to improve efficiency and effectiveness within City departments. By broadening its scope beyond
traditional auditing, the Office of Inspector General will provide a more comprehensive approach
to transparency, accountability, and good governance.

The Human Resources Department has conducted a detailed internal and external review of
comparable Inspector General roles to provide a recommendation on the classification and salary
placement. The recommended salary adjustment for the Inspector General classification is
illustrated below:

Job Code Classification Title/Bargaining Unit Proposed Monthly
Salary Range
New Inspector General/ Executive Unit (01) $13,408 - $18,101

Following the City Council’s approval of the classification and salary, the Human Resources
Department will support the City Council and Mayor in conducting a recruitment process to appoint
the City’s first Inspector General.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The fiscal impact of the creation of the Office of Inspector General, including the newly created
Classification is approximately $785,384, which includes personnel and non-personnel costs.
However, these costs are mostly offset by the elimination of the Internal Audit Division within the City
Manager’s Office which is being replaced by the new Office of Inspector General. The Net fiscal
impact is anticipated to be approximately $131,890. The included amount in the FY 2025/26 budget
of $653,494 for the Internal Audit Division is sufficient to cover the costs for the new Office of
Inspector General. With the timing of recruitments and vacancies within the previous division, there
are sufficient funds to cover the remainder of the current fiscal year. The new department, and it’s
related costs will be incorporated into the FYs 2026-2028 budget development.

Prepared by: Rene Goldman, Human Resources Director
Approved as to form: Rebecca McKee-Reimbold, Interim City Attorney

Attachment: Ordinance



