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La Sierra Alhambra Residential Project
Biological Resources Assessment and MSHCP Consistency Analysis

6 - MSHCP CONSISTENCY ANALYSIS

6.1 - Relationship to Criteria Cells, Cell Groups, and
Conservation Areas

The project site is located within the MSHCP plan area but is not within or adjacent to a Criteria Cell.
The nearest Criteria Cell Group (700) is located approximately 1.54 miles southwest of the project
site. The project site is not in or adjacent to a Conservation Area or PQP Conserved Land and is not
located within an existing or proposed MSHCP Core or Linkage. Because of its location outside of
any Criteria Cells or Cell Groups, the proposed project is not subject to Reserve Assembly Analysis
requirements under the MSHCP. Because the project site is not located in or adjacent to an MSHCP
Conservation Area, the proposed project would not be subject to MSHCP Guidelines Pertaining to the
Urban/Wildlands Interface.

6.2 - Covered Species Survey Area Requirements

The project area is not located in any of the following Covered Species survey areas:

Burrowing Owl Survey Area

Amphibians Survey Area

Mammals Survey Area
Delhi Sands Flower-loving Fly Survey Area
Criteria Area Species

Narrow Endemic Species

Additionally, the project site is not located within any Additional Needs Survey Areas. The proposed
project is therefore not subject to these survey requirements under the MSHCP.

6.3 - Protection of Species Associated with
Riparian/Riverine Areas and Vernal Pools

6.3.1 - Riparian/Riverine Areas and Vernal Pools

The project site does not contain any riparian/riverine areas or vernal pools, and therefore the
implementation of the proposed project would not impact any MSHCP Section 6.1.2 resources.

6.3.2 - Riparian Birds

The project site does not contain any riparian/riverine areas or other suitable habitat for MSHCP
Section 6.1.2 Riparian/Riverine species such as least Bell’s vireo, western yellow-billed cuckoo, or
southwestern willow flycatcher, and therefore there would be no impacts to these species.
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LA SIERRA ALHAMBRA RESIDENTIAL PROJECT
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT AND MSHCP CONSISTENCY ANALYSIS

6.4 - Protection of Narrow Endemic Plant Species

The project site is not located within the NEPSSA survey area nor does the project contain suitable
soils or habitat for NEPSSA plant species. As such the project would have no impact on MSHCP
Section 6.1.3 NEPSSA plant species.

6.5 - Additional Survey Needs and Procedures

6.5.1 - Criteria Area Plant Species

The project site is not located within the CAPSSA survey area nor does the project site contain
suitable soils or habitat for CAPSSA plant species. As such the proposed project would have no
impact on MSHCP CAPSSA plant species.

6.5.2 - Burrowing Owl

The project site is not located within the MSHCP Survey Area for the burrowing owl nor does the
project site contain suitable habitat for burrowing owl since the property is an active residential
development. As such no further surveys are required for this species and the proposed project would
have no impacts on the burrowing owl.

6.5.3 - Amphibians

The project site is not located within the MSHCP Survey Area for amphibians nor does the project site
contain suitable habitat for amphibians since the property is an active residential development. As
such the proposed project would have no impacts on MSHCP amphibian species.

6.5.4 - Mammals

The project site is not located within the MSHCP Survey Area for small mammals nor does the project
site contain suitable habitat for small mammals since the property is an active residential
development. As such the proposed project would have no impacts on MSHCP small mammal
species.

6.5.5 - Delhi Sands Flower-loving Fly

The project site is not located within the MSHCP Survey Area for Delhi Sands flower-loving fly nor
does the project site contain suitable habitat (Delhi sands) for this species. As such the proposed
project would have no impacts on Delhi Sands flower-loving fly.
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LA SIERRA ALHAMBRA RESIDENTIAL PROJECT
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT AND MSHCP CONSISTENCY ANALYSIS

6.6 - Guidelines Pertaining to the Urban/Wildlands
Interface

The project site is not located in or adjacent to a MSHCP Conservation Areas, and therefore the
MSHCP Urban/Wildlands Interface Guidelines would not apply to the proposed project.

6.7 - Best Management Practices

The project applicant shall implement Standard BMPs of the MSHCP (MSHCP Final Plan, Volume I,
Appendix C). The BMPs are presented in Section 7.
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La Sierra Alhambra Residential Project
Biological Resources Assessment and MSHCP Consistency Analysis

7 - IMPACT ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following discussion addresses potential project impacts on regulated biological resources,
including special-status species, and recommends measures to avoid and/or mitigate impacts to a
less than significant level under CEQA and to maintain consistency with the MSHCP. The following
CEQA Guidelines Appendix G checklist questions are considered when evaluating the potential
impacts of a proposed project on biological resources. Impacts are considered significant if a project
would:

A. Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or United
States Fish and Wildlife Service.

B. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

C. Have a substantial adverse effect on State or federally protected wetlands (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means.

D. Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use
of native wildlife nursery sites.

E. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance.

F.  Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or State Habitat Conservation Plan.

7.1 - Impact Analysis and Implementation Measures

Appendix G(a) of the CEQA Guidelines considers whether a project is likely to “have a substantial
adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species identified as a
candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or United States Fish and Wildlife Service.”

The project site is a maintained residential property that is surrounded by urban development and as
such does not contain any suitable habitat for any special-status plant or wildlife species. Therefore,
the proposed project would have no impacts on special-status plant and wildlife species and no
implementation measures are required.
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LA SIERRA ALHAMBRA RESIDENTIAL PROJECT
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT AND MSHCP CONSISTENCY ANALYSIS

7.1.1 - Impacts to Riparian Habitat and Sensitive Natural
Communities

Appendix G(b) of the CEQA guidelines considers whether a project is likely to “have a substantial
adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in local or
regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or United
States Fish and Wildlife Service.”

The project site is a maintained residential property that is surrounded by urban development that
only contains ruderal/bare and developed areas. The project site does not have any riparian habitat
nor does it have any sensitive natural communities as defined by the CNDDB. Therefore, the
proposed project would have no impacts on riparian or other sensitive natural communities.

7.1.2 - State or Federally Protected Wetlands

Appendix G(c) of the CEQA guidelines considers whether a project is likely to “have a substantial
adverse effect on State or federally protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means.”

The project site does not contain any State or federally protected wetlands. Therefore, the proposed
project would have no impact on State or federally protected wetlands.

7.1.3 - Wildlife Corridors and Nursery Sites

Appendix G(d) of the CEQA guidelines considers whether a project is likely to “interfere substantially
with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established
native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites.”

Wildlife Corridors

The project site does not function as a wildlife corridor nor is it identified as an existing or proposed
MSHCP Core or Linkage. Therefore, the proposed project would have no impacts the movement of
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors.

Nesting Birds

Potential Project Impacts

The project site and adjacent lands support vegetation communities, land cover types, trees, and
other habitat features that provide nesting habitat for avian species covered under the MBTA and Fish
and Game Code, including common native species. Construction of the proposed project could
potentially impact nesting birds if ground-disturbing or vegetation-removing construction activities are
initiated or conducted on and adjacent to the project site during the avian breeding season (February
1 through September 15). Potential impacts to nesting migratory birds that could result from
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LA SIERRA ALHAMBRA RESIDENTIAL PROJECT
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT AND MSHCP CONSISTENCY ANALYSIS

construction and operation of the proposed project include destruction of eggs or occupied nests,
mortality of young, and abandonment of nests with eggs or young birds prior to fledging.

Recommended Implementation Measures

The project applicant shall incorporate the following implementation measures to avoid potential
impacts to nesting birds protected under the Fish and Game Code and/or the MBTA. Implementation
of the following measures would avoid and/or minimize potential effects to migratory birds and habitat
in and adjacent to the project area. These measures shall be implemented for construction work
during the nesting season (February 1 through September 15):

IM BIO-1a Nesting Bird Pre-construction Surveys

If ground-disturbing or vegetation-removing construction activities or tree removal is
proposed during the breeding/nesting season for migratory birds (typically February 1
through September 15), a qualified Biologist shall conduct pre-construction surveys
for special-status birds and other migratory birds within the construction area,
including a 300-foot survey buffer, no more than 7 days prior to the start of ground-
disturbing activities in the construction area.

IM BIO-1b Avoidance of Active Avian Nests

If an active avian nest is located during the pre-construction survey, a qualified
Biologist shall establish and demarcate a 200-foot (for Passerine birds) or 300-foot
(for raptors) avoidance buffer using Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) fencing,
pin flags, and or yellow caution tape. No construction activities or construction foot
traffic is allowed to occur within the avoidance buffer(s). Construction personnel shall
be instructed not to enter the ESAs, and the Biologist(s) shall ensure that ESA
boundaries are maintained. The ESA buffer zone shall be maintained around the
active nest site(s) until the young have fledged and are foraging independently.

7.1.4 - Conflicts with Regional and Local Policies and Ordinances

Appendix G(e) of the CEQA guidelines considers whether a project is likely to “conflict with any local
policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance.”

The City does not have a tree preservation ordinance. As such, the proposed project would not
conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources.

7.1.5 - Habitat Conservation Plan

Appendix G(f) of the CEQA guidelines considers whether a project is likely to “conflict with the
provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or State Habitat Conservation Plan.”
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LA SIERRA ALHAMBRA RESIDENTIAL PROJECT
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT AND MSHCP CONSISTENCY ANALYSIS

The project site does not contain any MSHCP Section 6.1.2 Riparian/Riverine resources including
riparian habitat, jurisdictional waters, riparian birds, or vernal pools nor is the project site located
within any Conservation Area or PQP Conserved Lands and would be consistent with guidelines
pertaining to Urban/Wildlife Interface. The project site is located within the MSHCP plan area and
subject to MSHCP requirements. Project consistency with the MSHCP is analyzed and presented in
Section 6 of this report. The project site is not located within any of the MSHCP survey areas for
burrowing owl, amphibian, mammal, NEPSSA, CAPSSA, or Delhi Sands flower-loving fly and no
suitable habitat is present in the project site for these species. The proposed project is therefore not
subject to these survey requirements under the MSHCP. Through compliance with the applicable
requirements, the proposed project will not conflict with the provisions of the MSHCP.
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La Sierra Alhambra Residential Project
Biological Resources Assessment and MSHCP Consistency Analysis

8 - CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that the statements furnished above and in the attached exhibits present data and
information required for this BRA and MSHCP Consistency Analysis and that the facts, statements,
and information presented are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Date: January 16, 2025 Signed:
Joseph Vu, Senior Biologist
FirstCarbon Solutions
967 Kendall Drive, #A-537
San Bernardino, CA 92407
714.508.4100
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La Sierra Alhambra Residential Project
Biological Resources Assessment and MSHCP Consistency Analysis

Appendix A:

Site Photographs
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MLC HOLDINGS, INC.—LA SIERRA HOUSING PROJECT
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT APPENDIX A

Photograph 1: Representative photograph of the project site, looking west from the center of the property.

Photograph 2: Representative photograph of the project site, looking north from the center of the property.
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MLC HOLDINGS, INC.—LA SIERRA HOUSING PROJECT
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT APPENDIX A

Photograph 3: Representative photograph of the project site, looking north from the southern boundary of the
property.

Photograph 4: Representative photograph of the project site, looking south from the northeast boundary of the
property.
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La Sierra Alhambra Residential Project
Biological Resources Assessment and MSHCP Consistency Analysis

Appendix B:

Special-status Species Tables
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