RIVERSIDE

Board of Library Trustees
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TO: BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES DATE: MARCH 9, 2026
FROM: RIVERSIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY WARDS: ALL

SUBJECT: RIVERSIDE READS 2026

ISSUE:

Receive an informational report on the Riverside Reads 2026 Program.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

That the Board of Library Trustees receive an informational report on the Riverside Reads 2026
Program implemented by Riverside Public Library.

BACKGROUND:

With the goal of engaging adult patrons, fostering a lifelong appreciation for reading, and exploring
a shared story as a community, Riverside Public Library annually implements Riverside Reads, a
month-long and city-wide adult community book club.

DISCUSSION:

Riverside Reads 2026 will run from Saturday, March 7, 2026, through Wednesday, April 8, 2026,
with free copies of this year’s title, ‘Slow Noodles’ by Chantha Nguon, made available at all
Riverside Public Library locations beginning on Saturday, February 21. To mark the start of this
event a kickoff will be held at Riverside Public Library’s Main location on March 7, from 12-3 p.m.
This event will begin with a virtual author interview screening that was recorded and edited by
RiversideTV, will include giveaway copies of this year’s title, bookmarks, and have 2 food vendors
available for community members to purchase from.

Over the course of the program there will be book discussions held at the following library
locations: Main, Orange Terrace, La Sierra, and SSgt. Salvador J. Lara Casa Blanca Library and,
in response to feedback from customers, Packinghouse Brewing Company, a local business.

In addition to book discussions, thematic program has been planned. In collaboration with
University of Riverside, a lecture focused on Ethnic Studies will be held at Riverside Public
Library’s Main location. This year the Riverside Reads committee has also partnered with the
Human Migration Institute to offer a panel discussion and activities at Cellar Door Bookstore that
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highlights the refugee experience. A screening of the film ‘Killing Fields’ will be shown at the La
Sierra Library and a Community Resource Fair, an event that highlights local resources in
response to the needs of Riverside’s community members, is being held at the SSgt Salvador J.
Lara Casa Blanca Library.

The Riverside Reads committee purchased 600 copies of ‘Slow Noodles’ from Algonquin Books
to be handed out over the course of this year’s program.

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact associated with this informational report.
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Approved by: Erin Christmas, Library Director



