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CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
3750 UNIVERSITY AVE., STE. 250 

RIVERSIDE, CA 92501 
(951)  826-5567 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING TABLE 20.15.010 AND 
DELETING SECTIONS 20.15.085 AND  20.30.030 IN THEIR ENTIRETY. 
 
The City Council of the City of Riverside does ordain as follows: 

Section 1: Table 20.15.010 of the Riverside Municipal Code entitled “Approving and 

Appeal Authority” is amended as shown on Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein. 

 Section 2:        Section 20.15.085 of the Riverside Municipal Code is deleted in its entirety as 

follows:  

“Section 20.15.085 - Meeting and notice for Historic Preservation Fund Committee. 

A.  The Historic Preservation Fund committee meetings shall be held at City Hall, during regular 

business hours. 

B.   Notice shall be given to property owner and to the owners of adjacent properties or those across a 

street or alley.” 

 Section 3:  Section 20.30.030 of the Riverside Municipal Code is deleted in its entirety as 

follows:  

“Section 20.30.030 - Historic Preservation Fund. 

A.  A Historic Preservation Fund Program is hereby established to provide funding for the 

conservation, preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation of cultural resources consistent with the 

purposes of this chapter. 

B.   The Historic Preservation Fund is hereby established to provide funds for Historic Preservation 

projects within the City of Riverside. 

1.  The funds shall be used solely for the conservation, preservation, restoration, and 

rehabilitation of historical resources as provided in this section. 

2.  The Financial Administrator of the Historic Preservation Fund shall be the Community & 

Economic Development Director, or designee. 

3.  All monies designated by the City of Riverside for this program shall be deposited in the 

fund, held and administered by the City's Finance Department. Separate accounts may be established 

within the fund according to origin or intended purpose. 
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4.  In addition to any public moneys appropriated expressly for the fund, the Program 

Administrator may apply for grants, gifts, donations, or other financial support, from private sources, 

pursuant to City policies. 

C.   The fund shall be administered by a Historic Preservation Fund Committee. 

1.  The Committee membership shall consist of five members, serving two-year terms. The 

Cultural Heritage Board shall designate two of its members to serve as representatives, and the City 

Council representative shall be appointed by the Mayor's Nominating and Screening Committee 

("Council Committee"). The remaining two shall be City residents affiliated with separate Riverside-

specific historic preservation organizations and appointed by the Council Committee. Interested 

persons must submit applications for appointment no later than 30 days before the meeting during 

which the Council Committee selects the representatives. 

2.  The Committee shall undertake all discretionary program acts not in conflict with this 

section and title. The Committee, with City Council approval by resolution, may designate 

discretionary program approval authority. 

3.  The Committee shall establish meeting rules, application deadlines, and the frequency of 

meetings; however, the Committee shall schedule a meeting to be held at least once every quarter and 

shall consider any submitted grant applications semiannually, as needed. 

4.  The Committee shall develop criteria and a selection process for evaluating applications, 

including guidelines for matching funds, for City Council review and approval. 

5.  The Committee shall review and approve or deny applications for grants in accordance with 

the set criteria. 

6.   A simple majority is needed for Committee action. 

7.  If the Committee cannot agree upon an action, the matter shall be forwarded to the Cultural 

Heritage Board for review and recommendation to the Land Use Committee. Land Use Committee 

recommendations will be considered by the City Council in making its decision. 

8.  Appeals shall follow the procedure in Section 20.15.090 (C). City Council actions are final 

and non-appealable. 

9.   No funds shall be made available until the time to appeal has expired, or until any appeals 
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are final. 

D.   Grants. 

1.   Money in the fund shall be available, for grants to public agencies, nonprofit organizations, 

and private entities to carry out the purposes of this section. 

2.   No grant shall be made except pursuant to an agreement with the City, and subject to terms 

and conditions in the grant that ensure that the grant carries out the purposes of this section. Grant 

agreements shall run with the land and must be recorded with the County Recorder before any funds 

may be released. 

3.   Grants shall be awarded on a competitive basis, except that grants may occasionally be 

awarded on a noncompetitive basis for emergency purposes only. Provisions for emergency grants 

will be adopted by the City Council. 

4.   The Committee may consider and approve applications for grants up to $25,000.00, but no 

more than $25,000.00 for any one project, Cultural Resource, or program over any five consecutive 

years. Applications for grants exceeding those amounts must be considered and approved by the City 

Council, upon the Committee's recommendation. 

5.   Matching funds shall make applications more competitive. 

6.   Excess funds. After completion of a historic preservation project, the grant recipient shall 

return to the Fund any amount of the grant that exceeds the eligible project costs. 

E.   Authorized projects. Grants are available for the following types of projects: 

1.   Development projects. These are projects that involve the preservation, restoration, or 

exterior rehabilitation of a historic property. 

2.   Acquisition of transferrable development rights (TDRs), conservation easements, and 

façade easements for the purposes of historic preservation. 

3.   Planning projects. These are projects that identify, document and record historic resources 

according to applicable local, state and federal standards, and/or contribute to the development of the 

City's historic context, and/or contribute to the development of a conservation or preservation plan. 

4.   Interpretive projects. These are projects that create interpretive media to educate the public 

on Riverside's history and/or cultural resources. For example, landmark plaques and/or Historic 
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District signage and other appropriate means of sharing interpretive information. 

5.   Designation applications. These are projects that prepare designation applications for state 

and/or national register designation. 

6.   All funds must be spent as represented in the application. Spending funds except as 

authorized shall be considered fraud or theft and may be criminally prosecuted. 

F.   Cultural Heritage Board staff shall assist the Committee in executing this program. If the Cultural 

Heritage Board staff is unavailable or unable to do so, then the program staff shall be provided by the 

City department then administrating the City's Historic Preservation Program. 

G.   The City Council shall have the power to review, modify, approve, disapprove, or otherwise 

consider all program and Committee actions or decisions, by appeal or on its own motion.” 

Section 4:   The City Council has reviewed the matter and, based upon the facts and information 

contained in the staff reports, administrative record, and written and oral testimony, hereby finds that 

this ordinance is not subject to CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) (General Rule), as it can be 

seen with certainty that approval of the project will not have an effect on the environment. 

Section 5:  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this ordinance and cause publication 

once in a newspaper of general circulation in accordance with Section 414 of the Charter of the City  

of Riverside.  This ordinance shall become effective on the 30th day after the date of its adoption. 

 ADOPTED by the City Council this _________ day of _____________, 2025. 

 

___________________________ 
PATRICIA LOCK DAWSON 
Mayor of the City of Riverside  

 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
DONESIA GAUSE 
City Clerk of the City of Riverside 
 
/ / 
 
/ / 
 
/ / 
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 I, Donesia Gause, City Clerk of the City of Riverside, California, hereby certify that the 

foregoing ordinance was duly and regularly introduced and adopted at a meeting of the City Council 

on the _______ day of _______________, 2025, by the following vote, to wit: 

Ayes: 
 
 
Noes: 
 
Absent: 
 
Abstain: 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official seal of the 

City of Riverside, California, this ________ day of ______________, 2025. 

 
 

_________________________________ 
DONESIA GAUSE 
City Clerk of the City of Riverside 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25-1080  07/25/25 

 



                    EXHIBIT “A” 
 
 

Table 20.15.010 
Approving and Appeal Authority 

  Approving and Appeal Authority 

Type of Permit or 
Action 

City Historic 
Preservation 

Officer 
(HPO) 

Historic 
Preservation 

Fund 
Committee 

(HPFC) 

City 
Cultural 
Heritage 
Board 

City 
Council 
Consent 

City 
Council 

Discussion 

City Council 
Public 

Hearing 

       (1, 2) (1) (1, 2) 

Administrative Discretionary  Permits/Actions (No Public Hearing Required) 

Administrative 
Certificate of 
Appropriateness 

F  A/AR/F   A/F   

Discretionary Permits and Actions (Public Meeting or Hearing Required) 

Board Certificate of 
Appropriateness 

   F (3)   A/F   

HPFC – Grant 
Application 

 F A/F  A/F  

Legislative Actions (Public Hearing Required) 

Mills Act 
Application 

     F     

Designation of a 
Structure or 
Resource of Merit 

   R     A/F 

Designation of a 
Landmark  

   R     A/F 

Designation of an 
Historic District 

   R 
 

  A/F 

R = Recommending Authority; F = Final Approving Authority (unless appealable); A = Appeal Authority; AR = 
Approving Authority as HPO on Referral;  

Notes: 

(1) Decisions of the City Council are final and cannot be appealed. 

(2) An item pulled from the City Council Consent Calendar which was originally heard at a public hearing will 
need to be re-advertised for a public hearing prior to being heard, otherwise it will be a discussion item. 

(3) The Cultural Heritage Board is the final authority unless an EIR is being processed, in which case the final 
authority is City Council. 
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