Sun,Mar 14,1954 | Riverside Indepen

dent Enterprise (Riverside, CA) | Page 22

Howard H, Hays, Premd

AR LB
AL T
] '_‘t” o A,'.;«‘<1 -

T . % :
eset; Arthur A, Culver, Gengeral Managers
Howard 1, Hays Jr, Editor -

e~y

T
RHOE COUNTY NS

Subseriplo
{Vtticen

sdvar!
8

Riverslds.

tates! umv-fn by carriat v” g’uw:
T B,

3 W, $1.80
nd B ;
ton an'ﬂ' Vu York)}

at teloo
TAS of Maveh BC%em. . w-

The End of on Era

The ateam locomotive may be almost
a8 outdated ar the horse.drawn fite en-
gine, but one can’t read of itz passing
from the Riverside scene without a few

. pangs of regret. - i

And passing 1t -1s. It's been some
. time since the Santa Fe sent iis last
steam on this dlvislon today, The
Union Pacific will make its Iast use of
steam on this division tomorrow. The
Southern Pacific i still sending litle
stoam awitch engines over from Colion,
but their days—or thelr years at least—
are numbered, .

The last stoam run on the Unton Pa-
cific will be a railroad excursion on
which some 800 railroad enthusiasts will
ride out from Los Angeles to have lunch
in Falrmount Park. The trip has been
organized by the Rallway and Loco-
motive Hlatorical Society, ‘he loco-
motlve aelected for the irip s of the
once-popular, Mikado type, 4

We doubt that many children will

athor to see this old “Mike” pull the.

ast ateam load into Riverside, but we're

aure that the generations of children to
come will be the poorer for the passing
of the stoam locomotive,

The shiny dlesels are an atiraction, of
course. But they offer nothing to com-
pare with the 'poundlng drive whesls,
the roaring steam and the long, moaning
whisile of the sieam engine. k

The Iron Horse, conqueror of the
K:'airim, builder of the West, is depart-
g the scene. It's retiring to the limbo
of the horsedrawn carplage and the
hand-cranked automobile, It's belng re.
glaced by something far more efficlont
ut far less appealing.

The demands of progress will in a few
esra eliminate the last of the steam
opomotives. But we wonder if one of
the last of the great clan couldn't be
proserved for the children of Riverside,

A few months ago the Great Northern
Railroad gave the last steam locomotive
on its western division to the City of
Beattle, 1t's heen painfed and polished
an brightly as the day it made its first
run, and Jt now stands proudly in
Seattle's Woodland Park.

Asking for a glft may be in bad taste,
but we've gone too far with this to back
away. We’d like to see a steam loco-
motlve in Falrmount Park, We'd like
the children of the decades ahead to be
abls to see, even if they can’t hear, &
grand old locomotive,

We'd like to see the bright symbol of
the Santa Fe, the UP or the SP em.
blazoned on the side of a retired loco-
motive, standing through the years as
s symbol ol a romantle era in trans-

oriation. We hope the officials of at
east one of these railroads feel as we do.

Third, Fourth, So V

~Ever since -the latest U
tigures ghowed Phlladelphia
opulos than Los' Angeles,
ng the City of Angels- and
‘more earthy people the dublc
tion 'of being the nation's th
city, there has been an’effe:
that figures once again-afe

lying,

Certain L.A. newspapers’

in every conceivable way tb
- Los Angeles (figures be dam:

larger of the two. This ha

strained' the Clly of Brothe

brotherly love for Los Angel
. Now at last Philadléphia-h

that the simplest way to enc
ing is to stop ‘responding to
claim by Los Angeles that.i
the larger. Bigger in avea, y
Philadelphians; but-we have o
and that s where we intend .
matter, af least until the nex

With luck that is whers L
will leave the matter, too. 1
we don't quite understpnd -
tance of belng big. Why do
so much to be third largest ¢
of fourth? a

Los Angeles would do"wel
worrying about smog and le
delphia free to worry about |
of "geventh place -in "the
. League,

The Right Thlng to

To the credit of the congres
didn't let last week’s shooti
-House, squelch thelr sense of
long. Rep. Carl Vinsen (DG

- stance, (perhaps hecause he w
for the fireworks) wau one of
est to recover his wit, He
considering submitting a bill
three new classifications of p
resentatives.

One would be combat pay.
bers who-stood up under fire
ond would be flight pay, for
flew out of the Hoyse chaw
the third would be; -of al]l t
marine pay, this for those me
were wise enough to dive v
, desks. . .
.~ Doubtless the congressmei
their colleague's proposal the

- tlon it deserves. We. hdpe
having paid thelr respeets fo
of that startling Monday, the
tives will honor in some &
Rep. Ben Jenszon, of Yowa, th
of the five who were shot w
presence of mind to say whe
required of him: “They got m

Senator Soaper !

“Ths Revolt of the' Middle-Ag
the tltie of a new hook, and sppa:
to that time of lfe when there 1
i{n 2 man’s halr -but the girls
traoted by the green in his pock
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GEORGE RIX

“Alas! how swill the moments
fly! * '

How llash the years along!

Scarce here, yet gone already by,

The burden of a song.

See childhood, youth, and man.
hood pass,

And age with furrowed brow;

Time was — Time shall be
drain the glass —

Rut where in Time is now?"

—John Quincy Adamg

Railroad Lines: From time te
time. in this space, I've mene
tioned the whistle of the steam
Incomintive: spoken of it mourn.
fully as something regrettably
missing from the modern Amer}-
can scene, something impossibla
to replace with the bellow of a
Diesel horn.

My laments have exiended pver
a period of the Iast several years,
during which I've noted similar
regrets expressed In verse, prose
and in mere statistics, in maga-
zines, newspapers and over the
air. A ot of people, it's evident,
regret the passing of the steam,
* whistle. 3 .

fn an effort to preserve for
future "generstions something of
the appeal of the steam locomng-
tive, American railroads have
presented typical engines to cities
and (owns willing to give them
places of honor. Riverside is for-
tunale now in having & steam
engine, a half-century-old sam-
me of yesterday's rallroading,
gift of the Union Pacific. Itz
fitting that old Ne., 6051 should
end ils service ay & memorial
th the golden days of the rails
here in Riverside, because it
must have thundered through
Ourtown hundreds — possibly
thousands — of times, hauling .
the world's merchandise east and
west and north and south,

We can presecve the hard met-
al, the iron and steel and copper

. that went Inlo the making of
this steam locomotive, It's tos
bad we can't also keep the musi.
cal wail of its whistle, A lone.
some voice, a sound with heart-
break in it, it's called by Minnie
Hite Moody in the liner she wrote
for the August Ladies Home Jour-
nal, in which she bids her grand.

_son listen to a !ocomotiv‘ whis.
fle in the night and ramember
always, if he can. Says Jshe, It
will be gone forever, when you're
& man." :

If you've a spark of senti-
ment, you'll enjoy reading all of
Mrs, Moody's railroad  Ijnes,
You'll find them on Page 122
of the Journal,
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Old 6051’s Last Run

Word that the Union Pacific Railroad
will donate a steam locomotive for
permanent display in Fairmount Park is
good news indeed. For the steam loco-
motives are rapidly .passing from the-
American scene; and the Union Pacific,
by its generous gesture, is giving the
city a chance fo preserve a fine speci-
men,

Not so many decades ago the steam
locomotive was an-indispensable-tool-in
«thebuilding - of a-nation-3000. miles
across. Now it’s being pushed into the -
scrap yard by the more efficient dicsel.
1t will soon be entirely replaced. - And
America will be stronger in foot-pounds
of transportation energy, but poorer in
spirit.

One doesn’t have to share a small
boy’s fascination with locomotives ta
realize that the pounding drive wheels,
the churning drive shafts, the hissing
steam, the flashing sparks, the rolling
smoke, and the mpoaning whistle of a
steam engine can never be replaced hy
anything the streamlined diesel has to
offer. And one doesn't have to be an
authority on American culture to realize
that as the iron horse chugs its way
over the hill to the land of clipper ships’
and Concord coacaes, American folklore’
is the poorer,

The steam locomotive, like the horse-
drawn fire engine and the Mississippi
steamboat is worth remembering; and

the best possible way to remember is
- by suitable preservation and display.

There could hardly be a better place
for this than in Fairmount Park. Union
Pacific No. 6051 will he a significant -
addition to the Park, It will, over the

vears, be of increasing interest to young .
and old ahke



