RIVERSIDE

Board of Library Trustees

City of Arts & Innovation

TO: BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES DATE: MARCH 9, 2026
FROM: RIVERSIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY WARDS: ALL

SUBJECT: GRANT AWARD FROM THE CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY FOR ZIP BOOKS
PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $14,760

ISSUE:

Receive an informational report on the acceptance of a grant award from the California State
Library for the Zip Books Project, an alternative to traditional interlibrary loan services, in the
amount of $14,760 for the Library to purchase materials.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Board of Library Trustees receive an informational report on the acceptance of a grant
award from the California State Library for the Zip Books Project in the amount of $14,760 for
the purchase of Library materials.

BACKGROUND:

The Riverside Public Library actively pursues grant funding as an alternative funding source
and/or supplement to City funds to enable the purchase of library materials to enhance its
collection for use by the public. Grants offer valuable, unique opportunities for local
jurisdictions to compete for funding sources available through State, Federal, or other agencies
to assist in covering the costs of select projects.

Zip Books is an alternative model to traditional interlibrary loan that has been tested in 30
California public libraries over the past five years. Through the Project, the State Library
provides funds to participating libraries to order requested materials the library does not
already own. Materials are shipped directly to the patrons. When patrons are finished with the
materials, they return them to the lending library.

DISCUSSION:

On August 15, 2025, the Riverside Public Library was awarded the Zip Books Grant project for
a total of $14,760. The Project term is July 1, 2025, through August 31, 2026.

Zip Books will be offered to the Riverside Public Library customers as an alternative to the
interlibrary loan program. There are several items that lending libraries are unwilling to loan via
interlibrary loan, including materials published within the last year, reference materials,
newspapers in original format, rare materials, large print books, DVDs, and audiobooks. Zip
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Books allow customers to request and receive some of these difficult to acquire items including
materials published within the last year, large print books, and audiobooks.

To use Zip Books, Library customers place a request for a title the Library does not own.
Library staff order books available in a tangible format such as regular print, large print or
audiobook and have it directly delivered to the customer’s home. Once the customer receives
the item, the customer has three weeks to use the materials and return it to the Library.

The Library will regularly monitor Zip Books purchases to stay within its allocated funds for the
project year and follow purchasing policies, procedures, and grant guidelines. Zip Books
participants are required to provide mid-project financial and narrative reports on January 31,
2026, and a final financial and narrative report by September 30, 2026.

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact associated with this donation.
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