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• The Mills Act program is a local property 

tax incentive designed to encourage 

restoration, rehabilitation and 

preservation of privately owned 

properties

• 1972- State Senator James Mills 
authorized the “Mills Act” in response to 

the plight of the historic Hotel Del 

Coronado

• Implemented by City Council in 2004

WHAT IS THE MILLS ACT PROGRAM?
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1. The City enters into a contract with the owner of a 

property to restore, rehabilitate, or maintain their 

property in exchange for property tax savings

2. Properties must be privately owned & subject to 

property tax

3. Contracts run with the title on the property

4. Contracts are for a minimum of 10 years & extend 1 

year annually- unless either party choses not to renew 

5. The County Assessor calculates the Mills Act tax 

reassessment annually

HOW THE MILLS ACT WORKS
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1. Beneficial for recent buyers of historic 

properties and for current owners of historic 

buildings who have made major improvements 
to their properties.

1. Property tax savings of between 40% and 60% 

each year

2. Mills Act properties may realize slight increases 

in property taxes each year.

MILLS ACT BENEFITS
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1. Property must be located in the 

City of Riverside

2. The property must be individually 

designated or a district contributor

3. Completed application received 
between January 1 and May 31 

with the application fee

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY
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1. Over 3000 historically 

significant properties 

(individual or in a district)

2. 13 Historic Districts

3. 4 Neighborhood 

Conservation areas

4. 150 Landmarks

5. 1000+ Structures of Merit

ELIGIBILITY STATISTICS
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January -
May

June July August September October November December

Complete Application

1. Submit Application

2. Pay Fees

a) Application: $777

b) Contract Initiation: $961 –

Post-dated 11/1

3. Average of 15 (max 20) 

4. Due by May 31

APPLICATION PROCESS
Property Inspection 

• Creates a baseline

• Interior & Exterior

Sign Contract 

• All listed property 

owners

• Notarized

City 
Council 
Approval

Contract 
Recorded 

• No later 

than 12/31

Application Reviewed

• Check for all 

documents

• Review 10-year Plan

• Request Contract 

Preparation

Prepared for 
City Council 
Review

Process 
Contract Fee

• May pay via 

Credit Card
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COMPLETING THE APPLICATION

Don’t have this information? 

millsactprogram@riversideca.gov

or the online inventory

mailto:millsactprogram@riversideca.gov
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HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY
riversideca.gov/cedd/planning
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1. Estimate of tax savings, not actual

2. Based on Rental Value

1. Used to prepare your ten-year plan

PROPERTY TAX ADJUSTMENT WORKSHEET
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PROPERTY TAX ADJUSTMENT WORKSHEET

But I live in my 

house and 

don’t rent it?

How do I find 

this number?
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PROPERTY TAX ADJUSTMENT WORKSHEET

How do I find 

this 

information?
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PROPERTY TAX ADJUSTMENT WORKSHEET

How do I find 

this 

information?
(Structure/Full 

Value)/20
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PROPERTY TAX ADJUSTMENT WORKSHEET

How do I find 

this 

information?

Net Operating 
Income / 

Capitalization Rate
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MILLS ACT TEN YEAR PLAN

• Attached to the Historic Property 

Preservation Agreement (Mills Act 

Contract)

• Must utilize all of your tax savings. 

• Exterior of the residence are subject 
to review. 

• Retain copies of all receipts and/or 

take before and after photos
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1. Most improvements are eligible for the 

Mills Act. 

2. The improvements need to be a 

permanent part of the property.

3. For example:

i. A new outdoor seasonal gazebo 
would not qualify, but a 

permanent gazebo that is 

attached to a foundation would 

qualify.  

ii. New furniture would not qualify, 
but new built-in cabinetry or 

shelving would qualify. 

WHAT PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS ARE ELIGIBLE?
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EXAMPLE PROJECTS

1. Annual maintenance & repairs

2. Accessory structure – repair or 

replace

3. Door – replacement

4. Architectural – remove non-historic 

feature and restore to original

5. Kitchen – new counters

6. HVAC – complete new system

7. Dry rot – remove, repair and/or 

replace

8. Painting – exterior and interior

9. Windows – repair
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Applications are available by: 

• Picking up a copy at the Planning Counter, 

City Hall 3rd floor

• Contacting the Planning Staff at 951-826-

5371 or email at 

millsactprogram@riversideca.gov and 

requesting a copy via email

• Downloading a Mills Act Application found 
at the Planning  website at the following 

address: 

https://riversideca.gov/cedd/planning/form

s

Complete applications can be submitted with the 

required application fee via US mail or in person

HOW CAN I APPLY FOR THE MILLS ACT?

mailto:millsactprogram@riversideca.gov
https://riversideca.gov/cedd/planning/forms
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Required for ALL exterior projects

Types of COAs

1. Over-the-counter

2. Administrative

3. Board

Submit to the Planning Division 

on Third Floor of City Hall

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
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Required Documentation of Work

1. Receipts

2. Photographs

3. Written narrative

Required proof of savings

4. Copy of tax coupons (before 

and after)

Due the Last Business Day in July

ANNUAL REPORT
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10-YEAR PLAN MODIFICATION

1. A ten-year rehabilitation plan 

is required as part of the 

application

1. Re-evaluated every five (5) 

years or as needed

2. Applicant can change in 

writing at any time
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1. Initial Inspection at Application Time

2. Rotational bases happening every Five years 

(typically during February & March)

1. Interior and exterior inspections

2. Community and Economic Development 

Staff will coordinate with you

INSPECTIONS
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

When will I start to receive my savings on my 

tax bill? 
The first property tax year following 

execution. 

How much will I save on my property taxes?
It will vary per property, year to year.

On average 20 – 70%

When do I start completing qualified property 

improvements?
July 1 of the year following contract 

execution

Can I spend all of my ten-year savings in one 

fiscal year for one big improvement project?
No. Annual spending is required, but we will 

look at the average spending. 

Is the Mills Act transferable if I sell my 

property?
Yes! It will automatically transfer, no need to 

complete a new application.
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QUESTIONS


