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Chapter 19.580 – Parking and Loading 

…

19.580.060 Parking requirements. 

A. Minimum parking requirements. 

1. The number of off-street parking spaces required by Table 19.580.060 (Required Spaces) shall be 
considered the minimum necessary for each use, unless off-street parking reductions are permitted 
pursuant to provisions herein.  

2. Pursuant to Government Code Section 65863.2, qualifying projects may be exempt from minimum 
parking requirements.   

2.3. In conjunction with a conditional use, site plan review or planned residential development permit, the 
designated approving or appeal authority may increase these parking requirements if it is determined 
that they are inadequate for a specific project.  

B. Uses not listed. The number of parking spaces required for uses not specifically listed in Table 19.580.060 
(Required Spaces) shall be determined by the Community & Economic Development Director or his/her 
designee based on common functional, product or compatibility characteristics and activities.  

C. Mixed-use development and parking credits. 

1. In the case of shared parking facilities serving a mixed-use development, the development shall 
provide the sum of parking spaces required for each separate use.  

2. The Community & Economic Development Director or his/her designee may grant a mixed-use parking 
credit to reduce the total number of required spaces by up to 15 percent, provided the following:  

a. The development is located within a Transit Priority Area as defined by Senate Bill 743 (Public 
Resources Code § 21099); or  

b. A shared parking analysis specifying the proposed mix of uses and the operating characteristics of 
each use type, including hours of operation, typical capacity and parking demand generation 
rates, is provided demonstrating adequate justification for granting the credit.  

D. Incentives for additional measures to reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT). 

1. Developments that satisfy the project-level VMT assessment requirements established by the Public 
Works Department are encouraged to implement additional VMT reduction measures including, but 
not limited to:  

a. Permanent on-site private or public shared mobility facilities;  

b. Unbundled residential parking (on-site parking spaces are leased or sold separately from dwelling 
units);  

c. Bicycle parking facilities and amenities (lockers, showers, repair facilities or similar) in excess of 
the minimum requirements of the California Building Standards Code;  

d. Off-site pedestrian, bicycle or transit improvements; or  

e. Alternative VMT reduction measures, subject to the approval of the Public Works Director or 
his/her designee.  

2. Developments that voluntarily provide one or more of the VMT reduction measures listed above shall 
be eligible for a reduction in the total number of required on-site parking spaces of up to ten percent.  
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3. For mixed-use development receiving a mixed-use parking credit pursuant to 19.580.060 C. above, the 
VMT reduction measure incentive and mixed-use parking credit may be combined for a maximum 
reduction of required on-site parking spaces not to exceed 20 percent.  

E. Required spaces. Table 19.580.060 (Required Spaces) below sets forth minimum off-street parking 
requirements for number of spaces. Except as otherwise specifically stated, the following rules apply to this 
table.  

1. "Square feet" (sq. ft.) means "gross square feet" and refers to total building gross floor area unless 
otherwise specified, not including areas used for off-street parking or loading spaces.  

2. Where parking spaces are required based on a per-employee ratio, this shall mean the total number of 
employees on the largest working shift.  

3. Where the number of seats is listed to determine required parking, seats shall be construed to be fixed 
seats. Where fixed seats provided are either benches or bleachers, each 24 linear inches of the bench 
or bleacher shall be considered a seat.  

4. When the calculation of the required number of off-street parking spaces results in a fraction of a 
space, the total number of spaces shall be rounded to the nearest whole number.  

5. In addition to the requirements in Table 19.580.060 (Required Spaces), spaces shall be provided for 
trucks and other vehicles used in the business, of a number and size adequate to accommodate the 
maximum number of types of trucks and/or vehicles to be parked on the site at any one time.  

6. Where maximum distance is specified from the lot, the distance shall be the walking distance 
measured from the nearest point of the parking facility to the nearest point of the building or area that 
such facility is required to serve.  

7. Unless otherwise stated, the required parking shall be located on the same lot or within the same 
complex as the use.  

8. Unless specifically listed in Table 19.580.060 (Required Spaces) below or required by other provisions 
of this Title, no additional parking spaces shall be required for a use listed as an incidental type of use 
in Table 19.150.020 A. (Permitted Uses Table) or in Table 19.150.020 B. (Incidental Uses Table).  

F. Cultural resources parking exemption. Any new uses within the confines of an existing structure in a 
nonresidential zone, designated as a historic resource or a contributor to a historic district, as defined in Title 
20 of the Riverside Municipal Code, are exempt from providing any additional parking. If an existing structure 
is expanded, additional parking will be required to accommodate the expansion, as set forth in Table 
19.580.060.  

 

19.580.070 Off-street parking location and type requirements. 

A. Single family dwellings. 

1. Required number and type of spaces. See Table 19.580.060 (Required Spaces) Dwelling-Single Family.  

2. Parking location in the front and side yard areas. 

a. Parking and maneuvering in front yard areas of single-family residential zones for all vehicles, 
except recreational vehicles exceeding 10,000 pounds gross vehicular weight, shall be limited to 
the space within a carport or garage plus a paved driveway between such garage or carport and 
the street from which it is served, not exceeding the width of the garage.  

b. In addition, front and side yard areas may also be paved for the parking and maneuvering of 
vehicles as set forth in Section 19.580.070.A.3 below.  
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3. Permitted driveway locations. 

a. House with attached or detached garage: The space between the driveway serving the garage 
and the nearest side property line, with such paving permitted to extend as far as the rear of the 
residential structure, such space not to exceed 20 feet in width beyond the driveway serving the 
garage. (See Figure 19.580.070 A.3.a - House with Attached Garage)  

 

19.580.070 A.3.a. 
House with Attached Garage 
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19.580.070 A.3.a. 
House with Attached Garage 
 

 

b. House with detached garage, served by adjacent street: The space between the driveway and the 
nearest side property line, extending as far as the rear of the garage, such space not to exceed 20 
feet in width beyond the driveway serving the garage. (See Figure 19.580.070 A.3.b - House with 
Detached Garage)  

 

19.580.070 A.3.b. 
House with Detached Garage 
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c. House with detached garage served from an alley: A space, not exceeding 20 feet in width, 
adjacent to a side property line. Such paved space may extend no further than the space 
between the street and the rear of the house. Installation of such a driveway is subject to 
approval of a driveway curb cut by the Public Works Department. (See Figure 19.580.070 A.3.c - 
House with Detached Garage Served by Alley)  

 

19.580.070 A.3.c. 
House with Detached Garage Served by Alley 
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d. Circular drives: A house with one street frontage and at least 80 feet of width, or any house with 
two street frontages may be served by a circular drive. In addition, the space between the 
circular drive and the nearest interior side property line may be paved, provided this additional 
paving does not exceed 20 feet in width beyond the point from the nearest point of the circular 
driveway and the interior side property line, nor extend further than the distance between the 
street and the rear of the residence. No circular drive will be approved without the approval of 
the Public Works Director for two driveway openings. (See Figure 19.580.070 A.3.d - House with 
Circular Drive)  
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19.580.070 A.3.d. 
House with Circular Drive 
 

 

e. Special requirements for driveway extensions in street side yard areas: Where the area proposed 
for driveway expansion is a street side yard, the portion of the driveway behind the front setback 
must be screened from the adjoining street by a six-foot-high solid fence or wall.  

f. Arterial streets: No residential drives shall be permitted on arterial streets as shown on the 
General Plan Circulation and Transportation Element except where no other access to the 
property exists.  

g. Second driveways:  

(1) Are allowed in the RA-5 and RC Zones.  

(2) In other Single-Family Residential Zones, a second driveway may be added if the property 
has 80 feet or more of street frontage or has frontage on two streets, subject to approval 
by the Planning Division and Public Works Department.  

(3) A circular driveway is not considered a second driveway.  

4. Recreational vehicle parking in residential zones. 

a. Recreational vehicles 10,000 pounds gross vehicular weight or less. Permitted parking and 
maneuvering areas shall be the same as those specified in 19.580.070.A.3.  

b. Recreational vehicles over 10,000 pounds gross vehicular weight.  Permitted parking and 
maneuvering areas shall be the same as those specified in 19.580.070.A.3 provided that the 
following provisions are met: 

(1) The parking of recreational vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or 
more shall only be allowed in the RR-Rural Residential, RE-Residential Estate, and RA-5 
Residential Agricultural zones. Parking and maneuvering areas for such vehicles shall be 
limited to: Recreational vehicles shall not encroach into the public right of way. 
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(2) Recreational vehicles shall not impede or create a sight obstruction for pedestrian or 
vehicular traffic. 

(a) Properties fronting a sidewalk: A minimum of 10 feet of space must be 
maintained between the recreational vehicle and the nearest point of the 
sidewalk. 

(b) Properties without sidewalk frontage: A minimum of 15 feet shall be 
maintained between the recreational vehicle and the edge of the improved 
roadway surface. 

(c) At minimum, the parked recreational vehicle shall comply with Section 
19.550.050 – Sight Clearance Requirements.  

c. Access. A side yard area used for recreational vehicle parking shall be accessible from the 
property’s existing driveway. 

(1) Only one driveway opening is permitted, except in the case of an existing circular 
driveway. 

(2)  Driveway openings may require widening to accommodate side-yard recreational 
vehicle parking, subject to the approval of the Public Works Department.  

(3) A second driveway may be added if the property has 80 feet or more of street frontage 
or has frontage on two streets, subject to approval by the Planning Division and Public 
Works Department.  

(a) A garage or carport.  

(b) A paved surface in the rear yard, outside of required setbacks, or an interior 
side yard area adjacent to the property's existing garage or carport, provided 
that:  

i. A side yard area adjacent to a street shall not be used for recreational 
vehicle parking.  

ii. There shall be a minimum of 15 feet between the side property line and 
the nearest eave overhang.  

iii. The side yard area shall be accessible from the property's existing 
driveway. Only one driveway opening is permitted, except in the case of 
an existing circular driveway. However, a second driveway may be added 
if the property has 100 feet or more of street frontage or has frontage on 
two streets, subject to approval by the Planning and Public Works 
Departments.  

iv. A recreational vehicle parked in a side yard shall not extend forward of 
the front wall of the residence.  

(c) A recreational vehicle may not have any utility hookups or be used as living 
quarters except as permitted by 19.465 (Caretaker Living Quarters - 
Temporary).  

(d) The property may be fenced subject to current Zoning Code standards.  

d.  A recreational vehicle may not have utility hookups or be used as living quarters except as 
permitted by Section 19.465 (Caretake Living Quarters – Temporary).  
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ce. Registration and vehicle condition. All recreational vehicles parked outside of a completely 
enclosed garage shall be currently and legally registered except as provided for by State law and 
shall be in an operable and movable condition within one hour. Motorized recreational vehicles, 
shall be movable under their own power. Boats and other nonmotorized vehicles, such as 
trailers, shall be movable by a towing vehicle customarily used for the type of vehicle being 
towed.  

5. Nonconforming rights. A non-paved driveway legally established prior to the adoption of this Code 
section, including any expansion of the driveway to provide additional off-street parking subsequent to 
the adoption of this Code section, is not subject to the paving requirements of this section unless the 
use and maintenance of such driveway and parking area lapses for a period of one year or more or 
unless the use served by the driveway is expanded. However, both the existing driveway and the 
additional parking area shall be surfaced with a weed- and dust-resistant material to the specifications 
of the Fire and Planning and Building Departments.  

 


