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The Riverside Public Library Foundation raises funds  
to ensure the excellence of public library services for  
City of Riverside residents  
Since 1997, the Foundation – thanks to the generosity of Riverside indi-
viduals and businesses and foundation grants – has raised more than $1.8 
million, providing enhancements to library services that otherwise would 
not have been possible.

Because of the Foundation’s wonderful donors and supporters, the  
Library currently offers these programs and services:

The Annual SUMMER READING PROGRAM

Works of art, the fountain and amphitheater at the SSgt Salvador J. Lara Casa Blanca 
Family Library

The Martin Luther King, Jr., Special Collection

The Veterans’ Oral History Project

The HEALTH LITERACY Collection

BOOKS for the collections: best sellers, books for children, hundreds of new books for 
the Orange Terrace Library; books to support the EARLY LEARNING programs

The PLAY AND LEARN ISLANDS, with manipulatives and STEM activities

The system-wide POLARIS INTEGRATED LIBRARY SYSTEM (ILS)

MAKERSPACE – high-tech equipment for creativity and innovation

TOYS-TO-GO, the toy-lending library in each of the 8 library branches

SELF-SERVICE KIOSKS - in each library branch 

 The automated LAPTOP CHECKOUT STATION in the Main Library

 E-BOOKS, E-AUDIOBOOKS, and digital licenses for all library patrons

Past Programs offered by the Library:

Computers provided at low cost to families who together learn computer skills at  
the library

The STORYMOBILE – serving day-care programs in the City 

The EARLY LEARNING PROGRAM for ages 0-5 and their caregivers

On-line homework help for grades K-8

The TEEN SPACE in the Main Library

The Riverside Public Library Foundation Board - 2021  
The Foundation raises funds through annual community donations, 
fundraisers, permanent restricted and unrestricted endowments, 
major and planned gifts, endowed collections, honorary and memo-
rial gifts and securing grants. All grants received are passed through 
100% to the Library; additional fundraising covers all administrative 
expenses.

The volunteer Board makes all decisions related to the Foundation. 
The only paid staff is a part-time assistant who performs the day-to-
day work of the Foundation. This arrangement makes it possible to 
give directly to the Library the overwhelming majority of the total 
funds raised. (See our annual report at riversidelibraryfoundation.org)

Board members make an annual meaningful financial contribution to 
the Foundation and positively promote the Riverside Public Library 
and the Foundation to the City Council and to the community.

Funds raised from this campaign will supplement but not take the 
place of City funding for the Library.
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